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HT has strategic partnership with various
Ntcchnntngy companies such as Cisco, Mi-

crosoft, Oracle, Adobe, etc. Under these
partnerships, NIIT offers higher end state of art cur-
riculum to working professionals and career aspi-
rants in IT. NIIT offers the use of hardware and
software resources to ensure participants have real
time hands on experience. To provide hands on ex-
perience to all of its students, espcially in network-
ing courses, a networking  infrastructure. was
required. However deploying identical infrastruc-
ture across all NIIT Education Centers was neither
cost effective nor green, as it would result in under-
utilization of network infrastructure as well as cre-
ate management over head. To address the situation
NIT decided to set up a Virtual Lab.

This virtual lab has been co-hosted at Relianoe
Communication Infrastructure’s Data Center in
Mumbai. NIIT students can remotely access the lab
using Internet connection. One point worth men-
tioning here is that no virtualization was used in
this lab. A complete test lab has been set up at Re-
liance data center and NIITT centers to access them re-
motely on time sharing basis. Also the lab has been
built using Cisco gear and NIIT claims that the setup
done under the project will be life time. However, it
will undergo regular changes as and when Ciscoup-
dates the technologies,

While Virtual Lab has helped in reducing the
number of deployments by having centralized infra-
structure, it also contributes to Green IT by reduc-
ing the CO2 emission that would have got generated

What were the key challenges you faced in this project 7

nically the challenge was to ensure automation of lab launch
and lab scrubbing, ensuning Infrastructure scalability and to find
know how to setup and manage Virtual Labs. In terms of business,

we faced the following challenges:
® Change in deployment methodology from Localized to
Centralized
®  Time share mode VS All time availability
®  Remote Infrastructure Management
&  High degree of Automation
Please tell us about the benefits NIIT has drieved from this
project ?

NIT has maintained nts endeavor 10 constantly innovate and
leverage technology to help create world dlass services and experi-
ence for our customers.

We had rolled out a WAN 2 years back, connecting all our edu-
cation centres and offices with a view to centralize services and con-
solidate with a view towards *Green IT* and reducing investments
and carbon footprint. We setup a complete Virtual Lab Infrastruc-
ture for students learning Hi-End Metworking Technalogy by central-
izing all equipment and providing Real-Time access to the same
through our connected education centres, This helped us save onin-
vestments, power consumption, reduce carbon footprint, while giv-
Ing students a superiod learning experience.
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COMPANY SCENARIO
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due to the massive deployment at
education centers, This was the
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to put this project in Green 1T

categiory

During the implementation,
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