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GUIYANG (SOUTHWEST CHINA): At a
brand new industrial park in
southwest China, where
buildings still smell of fresh
paint and masonry, the Na-
tional Institute of Informa-
tion Technology (NIIT) is
gearing up to train 50,000
Chinese students over the
next five years.

“We are developing the in-
frastructure to meet the up-
coming challenge,” says San-
ty, NII'T’s point person, at his
office in the Gui'an New
Area. '

The training contract was
signéd on the sidelines of
China’s ‘Big Data’ confer-
ence and exhibition at Gui-
yang, Separately, the compa-
ny sealed an agreement with
the provincial government to
establish a Big Data Talent
Research Centre in Guiyang
“to enhance innovation and
research”,

Cyber landmark

The once impoverished city
of Guiyang, the provincial
capital of the southwestern
Guizhou province — well
known in history for its role
during Mao Zedong’s Long
March — is now fast emerg-
ing as one of the most promi-
nent landmarks in China's
cyberspace. The Gui'an New
Area is at the heart of the
new enterprise.

Chinese Prime Minister Li
Keqgiang, who addressed a
conference last week, for-
mally endorsed Guiyang as
the country’s ‘Big Data’ hub.

Analysts say this endorse-
ment dovetails with China’s
transition from a low-end
manufacturing hub to an ad-
vanced digital economy
based on high-end consump-
tion and production.

Mr. Li had earlier held a
meeting with top cyber en-
trépreneurs, which included
Michael Dell, CEO of Dell
computers; Terry Gou of the
Foxconn Technology Group;
and Rahul Patwardhan, NI-
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IT's global head.

‘Big Data’ refers to a mas-
sive accumulation of infor-
mation, siphoned from mul-
tiple sources and domains,
which can then be analysed
to make informed decisions.
Consequently, Guiyang will
host server storage farms, in-
tertwined with an army of
engineers, who can cull out
useful information from the
vast data reservoirs that are
being established in the city.

Several factors have gone
Guiyang’s way to emerge as
China’s ‘Big Data' core. The
climate here is mild, power is
plentiful and cost of estab-
lishing businesses lower
than in China’s more devel-
oped parts along the coast.
Besides, the local govern-
ment has been relentless in
pushing the hi-tech industry.

The provincial economy
has so far been dependent on

Contract was signed
at Guiyang, a city
that Premier Li

has endorsed as

a ‘Big Data' hub

the production of coal, fertil-
isers, tyres and - the re-
nowned Maotai liquor,
which caught global atten-
tion when it was served by
China’s former Prime Minis-
ter, Zhou En-lai to U.S. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon, during
his the latter’s famous Beij-
ing visit in 1972.

“China is accumulating
massive amount of hardware
and on account of the pro-
posed scale, major shortages
of trained programmers are
inevitable. That is where we,
as digital trainers, come in,”
says Kamal Dhuper, NIIT’s
country head, in a conversa-
tion with The Hindu.

Mr. Dhuper points out that
the company can cope with
the heavy work load as well
as the challenge posed by the
perceived Chinese language
barrier. “Most of our trainers
are Chinese so language is
not an issue. Besides we ac-
tively follow Synchronous
Learning Technology. This
allows trainers to connect
with multiple locations in re-
al time,” he observed.



