[ndustry seeks clear Al policy

Policy will augment intelligence, not displace jobs: Prasad
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NEW DELHI
Stating that Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) had the potential
to help solve complex deve-
lopmental challenges in In-
dia, including improving
food and water security, the
industry sought clearly de-
fined policy priorities and
access to ‘clean data’ for ap-
plication of AL

Minister for Electronics
and Information Technology
Ravi Shankar Prasad on Fri-
day interacted with more
than 30 representatives
from the industry and aca-
demia, including Al experts
from the 1ITs at Kharagpur,
Madras, Hyderabad and Pat-
na and representatives from
Microsoft, Google, IBM, Ac-

centure, NVIDIA and
Nasscom.
While acknowledging that

work had already been done
in the field by U.S. and Chi-
na, the Minister said that In-
dia’s model of uptake and
scale-up of Al would be one
that was indigenous to India
and built on the principle of
augmenting intelligence and
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not displacement of jobs,
the Centre said in an official
statement.

During the workshop, in-
dustry and academia were
unanimous in seeking sup-
port for getting clean data
for evolving effective solu-
tions through the applica-
tion of AL. “They also opined
that the government should
define policy priorities in
the application of Al. This
would facilitate them in pur-
suing a strategy that would
benefit the country most,”
the statement said.

Further, the industry
stressed that data had to be

made available for innova-
tion and India being a coun-
try with large number of lan-
guages and dialects, there
was a need to translate data
in a usable format. “Country
has all [the] ingredients to be
a hub centre for data
analysis.”

Robust legal framework
The Minister said that the go-
vernment would help facili-
tate interactions between
the industry, government
and academia and would
come up with a robust legal
framework for developing
the ecosystem for Al.

Replying to a query, he
said while data privacy was
an important tenet of an in-
dividual’s rights, innovation
cannot be curbed under the
garb of privacy, according to
the statement.

“Al applications had a po-
tential to help improve food
and water security for the
country, help improve traffic
management and also help
expedite particular types of
cases in the judiciary,” the
participants pointed out.



