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A joint fnitiative with Viswanagthan Anand

The NIIT MindChampions’ Academy (MCA), a not-for-profit initiative has been set up as a joint

initiative by Grand Master Viswanathan Anand and NIIT Limited, leading Global Talent Develop-
ment Organisation and Asia’s largest IT Trainer, with the objective of promoting Chess in schools to
enable development of young minds. Studies have shown that Chess improves concentration and

diligence, thus helping students performs better academically.

Established in 2002, the Academy has fostered over 11,200 Chess clubs with over 1 Million students

as its members, in schools across India.

World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand has personally traveled to
various parts across India - Agartala, Guwahati, Hyderbad, Mumbai, New Delhi, Jaipur, Patna,
Raipur, Chennai, Hyderbad, Kolkata, Pune,Ahmedabad and has visited countries like Africa & China,

spreading the message and motivating the school students to start playing Chess.

NIIT MindChampions’ Academy conducts the hugely popular Annual Event, known as Chess
Master for school children across India within the NIIT network of schools where it provides IT edu-
cation. Itis also the first institution in India to launch a certificate program in Chess under a Central

Government University umbrella- Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU).
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Ph. +91 (124) 4293000. Fax: +91 (124) 4293333

NIIT

India Creates a

New World Record
of 20,480 Simultaneous Chess Players

An endeavor by the
Government of Gujarat,

Gujarat State Chess
Association and NIIT to
popularize Chess amongst
school children

World Chess Champion and
NIIT MindChampion
Viswanathan Anand
Spearheads Record Breaking
Event at Swarnim Chess
Mahotsav 2010, Gujarat

_
_
The NIIT

MindChampions’
Academy

A joint fm‘rwu_vu with Viswanathan Anand

]
]




heled on Dsombor 24 POLOin Ligasat nappshods

The NIIT The NIIT
MindChampions’ MindChampions’
Academy Academy

4 (oot atitidivn wiih Fismus aitws Freen A fofes datiiplivs with Fiams sy i Froee



0 .. (0 .
. ',_/ /) -ﬁ S l r—ﬁ-‘r‘ﬁ-)(’

India Creates a New Guinness World Record of
20,480 Simultaneous Chess Players
- World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand

Spearheads Record Breaking Event at
Swarnim Chess Mahotsav 2010, Gujarat

- An endeavor by the Government of Gujarat, Gujarat State Chess Association
and NIIT to popularize Chess amongst school children

Ahmedabad, December 24, 2010 : A new world record was created at Swarnim Chess Mahotsav
2010 Gujarat, with 20,480 players playing simultaneous Chess at Gujarat University Grounds in
Ahmedabad. The earlier record was of 13,446 players at Mexico City in 2006.

The record breaking event was held in the presence of Mr. Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Chief Minister
of Gujarat; World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion, Viswanathan Anand and Mr. Rajendra
S Pawar, Chairman, NIIT Limited. Ms. Tarika Vara, Adjudication Executive, Guinness World Records
was also present on the occasion to verify the new record on behalf of Guinness World Records.

A unique initiative by the Government of Gujarat, Gujarat State Chess Association and NIIT Limited,
the leading Global Talent Development Corporation and Asia’s largest IT trainer- “Swarnim Chess
Mahotsav 2010, Gujarat’, was announced earlier this year to popularize the game of Chess in the
state. NIIT MindChampions Academy set up Chess Clubs in 1,575 computerized schools of Gujarat
to facilitate maximum participation in the mega Chess event.

World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand remarked, “This is a historic
day for Indian Chess, and I feel proud to be a part of it. This achievement will go a long way in inspir-
ing young people take up this sport, which has a positive impact on development of young minds.”

Mr. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman NIIT Ltd. said, “The NIIT MindChampions’ Academy is popularizing
Chess in schools and this record breaking event is a great milestone in that journey”.

The venue layout of the record breaking event was a visual delight. The Gujarat University Grounds
of Ahmedabad has been turned into a giant Chess Board with 64 alternating black & white squares.
The players were segregated equally within the squares which were either black or white, just as in
a Chess Board. The imposing 29,000 square meters of Chess Board, created through perfect colour
coordination could be viewed even from the air.

Chess Association of Gujarat provided around 1000 Masters and Grandmasters for the Swarnim
Chess Mahotsav 2010 held at Ahmedabad. As a run up to the grand event, NIIT MindChampions
Academy popularized Chess amongst students by forming Chess clubs in schools within the State
of Gujarat, which made available a pool of Chess Players, who participated in the Swarnim Gujarat
Chess Mahotsav.
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About Swarnim Chess Mahotsav 2010, Gujarat

Swarnim Chess Mahotsav is a part of the ambitious Khel Mahakumbh, launched by the Govern-
ment of Gujarat, to popularize Chess in the State. Under the guidance of World Chess Champion
and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand, the mega event set a new World Record for the maxi-
mum number of simultaneous Chess players in Ahmedabad, India, on December 24, 2010. The
record breaking attempt, jointly organized by State Government of Gujarat, Gujarat Chess Associa-
tion & NIIT, had Chess players coming together to play simultaneous Chess, to break the existing
record of Mexico City’s 13,446 simultaneous Chess players.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

About NIIT MindChampions’ Academy

The NIT MindChampions' Academy (MCA), a not-for-profit initiative has been set up as a joint
initiative by Grand Master Viswanathan Anand and NIIT Limited, leading Global Talent Develop-
ment Organisation and Asia’s largest IT Trainer, with the objective of promoting Chess in schools to
enable development of young minds. Studies have shown that Chess improves concentration and
diligence, thus helping students performs better academically.

Established in 2002, the Academy has fostered over 11,200 Chess clubs with over 1 Million students
as its members, in schools across India.

World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand has personally traveled to
various parts across India - Agartala, Guwahati, Hyderbad, Mumbai, New Delhi, Jaipur, Patna,
Raipur, Chennai, Hyderbad, Kolkata, Pune,Ahmedabad and has visited countries like Africa & China,
spreading the message and motivating the school students to start playing Chess.

NIT MindChampions’ Academy conducts the hugely popular Annual Event, known as Chess
Master for school children across India within the NIIT network of schools where it provides IT edu-
cation. It is also the first institution in India to launch a certificate program in Chess under a Central
Government University umbrella- Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU).
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Ahmedabad all set to
checkmate Mexico

Lady Adjudicator From Guinness Book
Arriving In City From London Today

AjitBezbaruah | T

Ahmedabad: With lags than
48 hours to go for the mega
event on December 24 when
20,000 players will gather at
the GMDC ground here to play
chess, and in the process,
checkmate = Mexica's Guin-
nessworld record of the large-
st number of chess players

the Guinness Book has al-

name of the adjndicator now
hutyesitistruathatshaisala-
dy and is eoming from Lon-
don,” sald a source closely as-
sociated with theevent.
Participants from distant
places like Saurashira, Surat
and Nadiad are arriving on

One af the makeshift halls. for the warld record-breaking chess event at GMDC ground In Ahmedabad

arbitrors, one technical offi-
clal and one computer con-
trollerwhowill keep tabof the
results.

"“Wehavealready forwarded
the guidelines tothe organizers
some four-five months ago and
are here to guide tham to sue-
cessfully stage the event” a
consultant of a private firm
which is working closely with

& T

playing the game together at
the same time,

El Zocalo, Mexico City's
central square, holds the re-
cord with 13448 players as-
sembling to play chess on Oc-
tober 21, 2006, Former world
champion Anatoly Karpov
wasthsguestof honourthen.
It will be ecurrent world
champion Viswanathan
Anand here,

For more than 10 months
now, Gujarat State Chess As-
sociation (GSCA), NIT and
the Gujarat government have
beent working together to
make this event a success.
And now everything is in

Thursday The venue is get-
tinglast-minute attentionand
officlals are busy arranging
for the visitors accommoda-
tion ete. Gujarat's only grand-

RECORD MOVE

master Tejas Bakre will also
take part in the avent and Pra-
vin Thipsay will be keeping
Anand company.

That day will sae 1000 mas-
ters play simultansously
against 20,000 participants
(ome master against 20), divid-
od in 84 squares with 320 par-
tieipants in one square where

there will be 16 masters, three

Ahmedabad se

the organizers said on condi-
tion on anonymiity,

“There are some basic
points in the guidalines
which needs to be adhered,
ke the duration of play—all
matches sheuld be complete
withintwohours and manda-
tory numbers of masters, ar-
bitrors and technical offi-
cials who should be part of
the event, More importantly
B0 per cent of the matches
have to be complete for the
avent to be registered in the
Guinness Book," the consult-
antadded.

The event is scheduled to
startat 2 0'clock on Friday al-
ternoon.

The Times of India, Lucknow
December 24, 2010

20,000 chess players to
create Guinness record

Ajit Bezbaruah | TuN

Ahmedabad: The board is ready and so are
all the pleces, players and judges. The city is
all decked up and the wait is just for the ref-
eres to ring the bell on Friday afternoon when
20,000 players and 1200 masters will gather at

" the GMDC ground here to play chess, and in

the process, break Mexico's Guinness world
record of the largest number of chess play-
ers playing the game together at the same
time,

EH Zocalo, Mexico City's central square,
holds the record with 13,446 plavers assem.

:  bling to play chess on October 21, 2006. For-

mer world champion Anatoly Karpov was the
guest of honour in Mexico and it will be cur-
rent world champion Viswanathan Anand
here in bad. ;

After his first world championship title in
2000, Viswanathan Anand nurtured a secret
desire to make India the epicentre of chess.
And, for the last 10 years, Gujarat chief min-
ister. Narendra Modi was looking for a way
1o bring chess to the collective conscionsness
of Gujaratis. And more than 10 months now,
Gujarat State Chess Association (GSCA), NIIT
and the Gujarat Government have been work-
ing together to malee this event a suceess. And
now everything is in place.

Alady adjudicator from the Guinness Book
is already here from London. *We can't di-
vulge the name of the adjudicator now but
yes it is true that she has already arrived from
London,” said a source closely associated with
the event.

Participants from distant places like
Saurashira, Surat and Nadiad have already
arrived. The venue is getting last-minute at-

- Hindustan Times, New Delhi u

December 25, 2010

ts Guinness mark in chess

tention and officials are busy arranging for
the visitors accommodation ete.

Friday will see 1000 masters play simul-
taneously against 20,000 participants (one
master against 20), divided in 64 squares with
320 participants in one square where there
will be 18 masters, three arbitors, one tech-
nical official and one computer controller
who will keep tab of the results,
to the organizers some four-five months ago
and are here to guide them to successfully
stage the event,” a consultant of a private
firm which is working closely with the or-
ganizers said on condition on anonymity

There are some basle points in the guide-
lines which needs to be adhered, like the du-
ration of play—all matches should be com-
plate within two hours and mandatory num-
bers of masters, arbitrors and technical offi-
cials who should be part of the event.

More i 80 per cent of the match-
s have to be complete for the event to be reg-
istered In the Guinness Book,” the consult-

added,

ant 4

"Wa have never attemptedsmything on this
scale, which makes it unigue and will be=
very important feat both for Gujarat and as
well for Indian chess," Anand said in an in-
terview with TOI in the build-up to this event.
“This event is only the beginning of a chess
revolution,” he said.

"Making chess part of the school time 15
one of the cornerstones in finding new chess
champions. Making chess a movement is im-

Tt will help identify children with po-
tential, I feel that this is a model structure to
follow for success of chess in the country”
said the recipient of the Padma Vibhushan.

Mahash Langa
m sportsdeskBhindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The sprawling

grounds at the Gujarat

University in Ahmedabad
looked like one giant chess

board with as many as

20,480 players packed into

the area divided into 64
huge squares on Friday.

The end result was an entry
into the Guinness Book of

World Records for most
number of chess games

played simultaneously at a

single venue.

The festive atmosphere at World Records, Tarika Vara,
the venue was boosted by said at the conclusion that it
the presence of world cham- was indeed a record.
pion Viswanathan Anand, “T am truly amazed with the
who oversaw Ahmedabad talent and turnout here. It is
break the previous record, a great pleasure to
set in 2004 involving 13,446 announce that 20,480 played
players in Mexico City. chess at this place simulta-
Around 140 visually chal- i L neously, and have created a
lenged players also took part : new world record,” she
in the record- i = Viswanathan Anand makesa  announced.
effort. mave here. HTPHOTO  Anand later played simulta-
Anand was delighted: “Tt is nepus chess against 64 play-
no doubt one of the best. produce many more world ars, including film star
days of my life,” he said. “I've  masters now.” Paresh Rawal and theatre
never seen a chess event of  The special representative personality Mohan Joshi to
this scale. I am sure we will  from the Guinness Book of wrap up the event.

T
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Mail Today, New Delhi
December 25,2010

29 480 ENTHUSIASTS SET”
CHESS WORLDRECORD -

Western Times, Ahmedabad
December 25, 2010

MASS CHESS RECORD: Venue of a chess tournament in which 20,000 people mdpartlewt-
Ing to win an entry for Gujarat in the Guinness Book of World Record, in Ahmedbad. UNI

" % with 320 participants In ane
DY g S square. From top of the GMDC
uuwl:lmmzwme looked like

A MEW world record was set In @ Dig cheéss board.
Ahmadabad on Friday when 1 can't tell you how incredi-

Chess  world  champion
Viswanathan Anand and Gujarat
chiel minister Marendra Modl ¢ across the nation. | am

at ﬂlum:‘ﬁhra proud to be the pnrt:Lt:li;

ntative Tarika

were present
Guinness Book
Records

chess in Guja
Modi pointed out that India

the event with her team. has now completed 300 world

20,000studentsand  records and thanked Anand for
1,200 ris gathered at his help. “I am thankful to
around ause he came to

pm and played Amand

taneously to break t more than ance, fie
the world record. Each expert the pl and instilled
g’l.‘hlﬂlﬂlﬂt 'was possible.”

event was organzed byGujarsk  amazed with the talent an

ama; e talent ani
- State Chess Assoclation, MiTand  turnout here. It's a great
the Gujarat Sports Authority pleasure to anmnounce that
after 10 months of preparation. 480 played chess at this
Gujarat University ground =Iace simultaneously, and
‘have set a new world record.™

Asian Age, New Delhi
December 25, 2010

wias divided Into 64 squares

The Times of India, Ahmedabad
December 24, 2010
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20480 chess players create Guinness record

A'bad Checkmates
Mexico's Count In
Massive Mobilisation

Ajit Bezbaruah | ThN

Ahmedabad: December 24 holds a
special place in Viswanathan
Anand's life — he had won his first
world championship on this day in
2000 beating Alexi Shirov in Tehran.
On Friday, the chess champion
also anchored Ahmedabad to a new
Guinness record — where the high-
est number of chess players con-
gregated to play the game.
| A smiling Anand who rang the
bell to start the proceedings, and was
in the thick of things all through the
mega event, was visibly thrilled to

Checkmate: Ahmedabad blitzes into record books

MEGA MOVE: The record-breaking chess event at GMDDgrbund on Friday

see Ahmedabad create the new gether to play chess against 1, 024
record, In all 20,480 players got to- masters and break Mexico's existing

record of 13,446 players created in

2006, There was a thunderous roar
of approva] from the crowd when
Guinness adjudicator Tarika Wala
announced that Ahmedabad holds
the new record, She also applauded
the fact that there were 140 blind play-
ers in the line-up.

“One can't imagine how incredi-
bly proud I am today. I have never
been involved in something so big
and I am thrilled to be part of this
evant today This event will be as close
to my heart as all my world champi-
onship titles, It is a very important
day in my life,” said Anand. Chief
minister Narendra Modi, who helped
facilitate the world record-hreaking
event, thanked all the participants.

» Checkmate: Ahmedabad blitzes
into record books, P 22

Swarnim Gujarat Chess Mahotsav Smashes Mexico City’s 2006 Records With 20480 Players Playing Chess Simultaneously

"BRR

Ahmedabad Mirror, Ahmedabad

December 24 201 0
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Led by world champions Viswanathan Anand, 20,000 players to play chess

- simultaneously with 16 masters at GMDC ground today to set a world record

- Anmepagan MiRRoR Bureay

B Istoric ach.levement by
\ Gujaratl sportsmen are
. few and far between, But

the GMDC ground In
Ahmedabad is all set to witness a
recond being set on Priday.
Twenty thousand people will
assemble at the ground and play
chess in an attempt to cieate a

Giuinness world record inchess of

at one venoe,

The current record is held by
Mexico City. They set a new
record for simultaneous chess
games in December 2006 when
13,446 players faced off at the
same time in a vast Spanish colo-
niial syuare at the heart of the for-

The initiative to set a record in
chess was taken by none other
than Chief Minister Narendra

the Gujarat State Chess Associa-
tion and NIIT have been working
hand in hand to make the eventa
SUCCESS,

The record breaking event will
be Ted by wordd chess champion
Viswanathan Anand, who will

with 50 pla
e gocua has been dividd
into I:|t squares. Each square
wﬂl;aftl!{fﬂarﬂs and lsjiqmas—
ters. One master will play with 20

a span of two hours for the record
to be notified in the Guiness
Book. An adjudicator from the
Guinness Book his already arived
in the city from London and she
will confirm the record as and
whu;]lithegamsm OVEL
i CIMETIES are in place.
Wm%th&lb} lgjllchy
evening the grand chess event at
will find its name in
Guinness Book of Reconds,” said

AR AT

the largest number of players Modi almost a year back, Eyer  players. Eighty cent of the  Mayur Patel, secretary Gujarat State

Al e = | playing the game simultaneously  since, the govermment machinery,  matches have to be completed in - Chess Association.
Ahmedabad: “When 1 first ! -
hesrd about this & 1

ol it Liljhnnurmmm
dom ammiineement that poll-
ke miostly make, Butihis s
sl imexudd il ] pever actunlly
|I|mu.h| That v will Im1l|||.-bn

The Times of India, Ahmedabad
December 24, 2010

Guiness record move: Let the games begin

Amdavad's Campaign To Enter Record Book Reaches Its Crescendo At GMDC Ground Today |

TIMAES MEWS HETWORK

roally
el wv;ﬂmnu‘ thewhole |8
thing,” salil Oumcats caly |8
pracetmasior Tejas Bakre.
This was just a wish. A
drenm. bo achieve somelbang
Edg. Bat that all the people in-
wolved in this exsrvise Wi -
tually able (o ockieen this s-
menddous feat wias somelhing
extracndinary More g when
wome realizes thwt mors i W
mer ot of the partcipanta s
sciiool childres.

Ahmedabad-“Everything iz in place. Wal
h&mammmmmmmsmmhﬁmh
evenl 8 sxooesa, Naw wa m,ruatp(wthltnn
incident mars the doy " & consal
nflrmp:ﬂu:ﬂrmlh]ﬁhibm1mm1¥
with the organizers aaid on condition on anc-

"L e boaisco b s~ 8
ticipatinnand sxcitment," il 8
‘Guniges Book aljudicstnr Ta- 8

CHESS MAHOTSAV

nymity

‘What more far preparation whet one fnds
WORLD RECORD the cookes at work from Thursday evening an-
oo it wards in preparation for Friday’s breakiast,

Junch and dinner far the participants and

Making Gujarmt & chess- puests. More tham 208 volunlesrs and 600 see- iy
pimngmmlﬁmnnrﬂujﬂm mmwvwmhemhﬁwnmﬂwuch
?I‘L:I[cm lmluﬂmw auares on tha “chess boned” thut

e B e e by mbauuemhdmthemmm

waking chess o eomnpulsory

byt in sehuods is something

avan world champion Viswa:
Anand

W have tried (o ke lnre sEcount ey

aays hwouid be from above eonipan, where they will el and wWhich way
mmdﬂmmmm 1) Wiewnl e SHDCgromnd they will procesd ance [he game 1s owme
with the 21,453 participanss.

[m&rl.m: chess smong 5 Gujared T ¥ersodra M-
ithe masses wos on idea that di welkeamid the e-sived
Anand thonght up when ke be- chess piscas
came the first workd chumgion - ) Medi acopts the cortil-
frmmn [melin 149 yonrs age, Tt wes. iCle from e Guimess
Mo wha ehive this challengs  Book of Rk Reconds adju-

M icaer Tarka Wala
lost year aied gince Then (kv 4) Acors Panesh Rawaland
Gujaral atabé chess agsocl- Mancj Jeshiplay against
i, "IITW]SMMI.IW— Wkl Chamipion Wisied.-
ity of Guiarst worksd relnt- sathan kand

that barren GMDG groand 1l yesterdag
We Actally 20w 8 picture of Mmoo tiken
from @ helicopher whene they have civled &
mﬂ:rleﬁlnz_“mmmlemalmaﬂmﬂ'l

ing almilar coloured clothings to tha partici
Danmaawll.&ullwmclpmumthihm
tlock will be waaring whitecaps and whiie T
shiri and same goes oy (e black block as
well,” an official sald. -

P wre pxpected o stream in
From Tom in the morningand reglatration will - |
start from Bam onwards. Theactwsl event will
o4 under way &t 2 pm and it should be over
within bwo haurs in kesping with Guinies
puididines. The lady adjsdicabor From Lon-
dui's GalnneasalTion B schedulnd tomakaths

1 b it

Jesdly b make (s ovane o 5)A ployer shakes hands
Al

wmwmmmmmﬂmmuﬂhmﬁlmdhemwumm

e at bl
Keapall fingers crossed.
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AHME
CHEC

“This world
record isa
_celebration

Aumepaenn Mirron Burean
! en Gujarat Chief Minister
Marendra Modi announced 10
months ago that Ahmedabad

v g 3 SONEE A . =)
BIRD'S EYE VIEW: An overview of the GMDC ground as 20,480 players made their moves to set & world record

MEXICO

20,480 people play chess snmultaneuusly to eclipse Mexnco Clty’s record of 13,446

 Viswanathan Anand BB bl o Sl
hails Gujarat for e Bk Mo . i o g e
setting world record %@T%@'ﬁ”ﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁﬁ:{{
Viswanathan Anand to translate this

in simultaneous chess
l_rinsaml' Menon :

n December 24, 2010

dream into a reality. As many as
20,450 people assembled at the
GMDC ground and took en
1,024 masters to-set & world recond
1n§h‘mi.l2.maw5d‘tess

The previous record was set in
Mexico City, when 13,246
players faced off at the
samme time at & vast Span-
ish calomial square in
the heart of the for-

pionship by defeal Alex-
el$hi.rw IETEHEIILTEH}'?;‘E Later, ,
mmesamzda}: the now skx-time
woeld champion led Ahmedabad city
| 10 3 world record.

* Under the waichful eves of the mer Aziec emplre.
grmdmamr,ﬂltﬂﬂpmple Asseme But it took only 10
umnmmmn- months of meticu-
world record in chess, luujsn?ulinmng WS::

Hﬁi Gujarat  State
zl » Chess Assaciation
The NIIT

n ik

24115
ly impaired chess players h -ﬂhl

guidance of Anand that saw Ahmedabad
eclipse Mexico City's record.

There was a lot of confusion and appre-
hension when the registration for the
event started early on Friday moming. But
ance the bell announcing the commenc-
ment of the event at 2.50 pm, every-

worked to b

Thezﬂswpiaymsatinughtsqmm

allotted to them. The 1,024 masters moved

mmieeead Al o amne B bala At chall

& ppiad dn1imien e Sy e

lengers, It was just not about playing the
game for the sake of it, According to the
Guiness Book of Reocrds, the masters had
i have an 80 per cent winning percentage
to stake a claim for the workd record. What
mdcmemnlemmmmmﬂlmsuﬂ
Iy Impaired players also participat-

edin recond-hreaking feat
hﬂmahnustﬂueehmmmdasﬂnm
descended across the GMDC ground,
Tarilea Vara arbissdieator from the Guinness

Al the players were

talking about this
event when | was playing in
Delhi.lt has given chess a
huge facelift

= Gujarat’s Grandmaster
' Tejas Bakn

Book of Reconds, announced: “It has been

The New Indian Express, Bangalore
December 25,2010
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therebry eclipsing the record set in Mexico City
four years ago.

Anand was as ecstatic after the record as he was
after his maiden world chamy title, Bx-
cerpts from an interview with the world cham-
o

How do you feel after Amdavad rewrole
history buoks today (Friday)?

1 have never participated in an event of such
magnitde, 1 don't have words to describe what
1 am feeling right now. To have 20,45 e'g.-m[:kl.re
playing chess was incredible, Ttwas acel
ofd-l.cs.'rm.ly phenomenal.

How different is it to guide a city to a world
record from winning a world chess champl-
onship?

The emotions are the same, Happy and ecstat-
i But this was a different challenge. [ have been
irrvalved in this record setting exerclss for the
last 10 months. And to pull it off on Friday, | feel
really proud

How did thig all begin? Was it you who gave
the idea to the Gujarat chief minister?

Mot exactly. Both of us knew about the event in
Mexico. 5o when | met the chiel minister 10
months back, he expressed his desire to popu-
lirise chess. But he wanted to do something dif-
ferent in Gujarat’s godden jubllee. He said let's do
this world record and that's how the process

2 Guijarat will produce|
world chess champs

started. Gujarat government, the state chess
association and NIIT all contributed to it

‘What was your role in the whole event?

My role was limited to the game, | had to guide
the mastecs a3 they had to take on a large num-
ber of challengess in a limited time, Thi mastess
had no experience of participating in such
events neither did 1. But | ulilised my experience
of playing the game at various levels to guide
them,

You said that the endeavour to popularise the
game should continee in the state, How will
you be associated?

1.am involved with NIIT's mind championship
academy, which is playing an active role in tak-
ing the game to the school level with the suppart
of the government. [ think they will be extend-
ing their operations in the state soon. Chess,
1 believe, can play a vital role in a child’s
development. And we hope to sustain our efforts
in the state,

50 are you hopeful of Gujarat producing more
Viswanathan

Anands in the years to come?
mthwllatlwlme;wdtﬂday 1 am sure Gujarat
will produce chamgion chess players In the years

ahead. 1 h.a\':nursccn this kind of passton for
the game anywhere else in l.hl: country, That
excites me, If this passion is maintained and
the players are given good guidance and
training, Gujarat chess s going to have an very
exciting future,

The Times of India, New Delhi

December 25, 2010

20,480 chess
players create
Guiness record

Ajit Bezbaruvah | van

‘Chess Mahotsav’ enters Guinness Book

an extraordinary day, | am overwhelmed

1 am amazed to see the level of talent fon

chess In the state, 20,480 le have set 2

world :ecnnd for simultaneous chess at ¢
venue."

The thunderous applawse of more thar
25,000 people created a deafening rise &
the guests on the dias congratulated cack
other. Modi hatled the record a3 an exam
ple of people’s empowerment. *1 don®
want to stop here. [ urge all those wht
played here to train five people. We car
s0an have a record for over 1 lakh peoph
playing chess simultanecusly,” said the
dll#i minister.

It could only be a matter of time befon
Amdavadis break their pwn record.

Ahmedabad: Organisers of
the ‘Swirnim Chess Mabaotsay
2010 on Fricy cladmed to have
ereated a new world record
with over 20,000 choss players
playing simultancously in
presence of world champlon
Vishwanathan Anand at Guja-
Fait University Grounds bere,

Theevent entered the “Guln-
ness Book of World Records'
for most number of chess
games payed sieml tanecusly
af saingle vemun

Owver 30,000 players from
across 1he city belonging 1o
varkods age groups, played

: : sly held by Mexico City
| am incredibly Where over 12,000 players ha
proud to be part ﬂl;wmi?lshn#:rum
udicator from i Gain-

Df SUCh an event' | _ s Book of Wirld Records’,
have never been  * Turika Warn, who was present
involved in an 21 tho venng, sald the fis now

o 3

event of B Wara sald [t was an exteaoe
- g dinary day for her b soc such

overwhelming response to the
evenil, She sald that he was
also anamed ot the evel of i
ot of the young plagers who
chess simultancously at the  participated in the 6-squane
GMDC grosnd hore creatinga game. Anand described the
worrhd rocond which was provi-  event ns one of the meost impoe-

et iy of Tas lafis
1atimy s ikl proisl e be

purt ol such an event. | hove
nrver boen sl ved i anevont
of this scale,” Anamd sail
while addressing the voung
ehiss s

‘The world champinn said
that he did not how words to
describe his fedling as he folt
sery mapch overwhelmed wiih
Ehit pespoiise. Anagid said that
e would ftke v ke this cul
Enberratson with Grygarag gov
ernment forward in order o
poplirisechess in olher s
of 1he shale

BN
aim L)
Academy

A [afest mbiipdinn win Fipmpnarens dmpny

Ahmedabad: December 24 holds a
special place in Viswanathan
Anand'’s life — he won his first World
championship on this day in 2000
beating Alexi Shirov in Tehran,

On Saturday, the chess champion
also anchored Ahmedabad to a new
Guinnessrecord: thehighest nushber
of chess plavers congregated to play
the game here, A smiling Anand who
rang the bell to start the proceedings,
and was in the thick of things all
through the event. was visibly
thrilled to see Ahmedabad create the
newrecord. Inall 20,480 players got to-
gether to play chess against 1,024
masters to break Mexico's existing |
record of 13,446 players created in
2006. There was a thunderous roar of
approval from the crowd when Guin-
ness adjudicator Tarika Wala an-
nounced that Ahmedabad now holds
thenewrg_mrﬂ.
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World simultaneous chess record broken in India
25.12.2010 - The venue was magnificently decked up like a chess board across 91 thousand square feet, 1024

masters played simuls against a total of 20,480 players, and deafening applause broke out when the Guinness

adjudicator finally announced that a new Guinness World Record had been set. The patron of the event was
World Champion Vishy Anand, who was blown away by the scope of the event.

World Record for Simultaneous Chess broken NIIT
Gujarat organized the Guinness Record with

World Chess Champion & NIIT MindChampion

Viswanathan Anand

20,480 was the magical number at the GMDC Ground in Ahmedabad which eclipsed Mexico's earlier
record of 13,446 set in 2006 for the maximum number of chess players playing chess simultaneously.
24th December was also 'date destiny;, for it was on this day in 2000 that India got its first World Chess
Champion in Viswanathan Anand and again on this day, it was Anand who spearheaded India to the
latest record breaking attempt. It was all hush for a moment when Guinness World Record adjudicator
Tarika Vara first rose to speak after the simultaneous games but then a defeaning applause broke
across when she did announce that the new Guinness World Record had been set.

The GMDC ground was magnificiently decked up like a chess
board across 91 thousand square feet, and it was a smiling
Anand who rang the bell for the games to begin. 1024
masters played against 20,480 players and also comprised of
140 blind players for the first time. Apart from chess players,
® 430 VIPs, including ministers, film stars, television actors, also
participated in the simultaneous. There were 12,000 school
children out of which 11,000 were from the NIT
MindChampion’s Academy, 3000 college students and
L around 5000 players from various chess clubs.

alone 20,0007 beamed Anand just as the event started.

About NIIT MindChampions' Academy

| The NIIT MindChampions’ Academy (MCA), a not-
~ for-profit initiative has been set up as a joint initia- ‘ |

tive by Grand Master Viswanathan Anand and NIIT =~ J
Limited, leading Global Talent Development The NIT
Organisation and Asia’s largest IT Trainer, with the MindChampions’
objective of promoting Chess in schools to enable Academy

A Jalal initlalive withk Viswasdlhdn Anesd

development of young minds. Studies have shown
that Chess improves concentration and diligence, _| _|
thus helping students performs better academi- J J
cally.

The Chairman of NIIT, Rajendra S Pawar,

pEn Established in 2002, the Academy has fostered over 11,200 Chess
with Vishy Anand

clubs with over 900,000 students as its members, in schools across
India. MCA will cross the cumulative mark of one million students as
its members, by the end of December 2010.

THE TIMES OF INDIA | Ahmedabad

20480 chess players create Guinness record

Ajit Bezbaruah, TNN, Dec 25, 2010, 04.25am

AHMEDABAD: December 24 holds a special place in Viswanathan Anand's life - he had won his first world champi-
onship on this day in 2000 beating Alexi Shirov in Tehran.

On Friday, the chess champion also anchored Ahmedabad to a new Guinness record - where the highest number

"The numbers are just mesmerizing and my eyes cannot take in 10,000 players, leave

The world record effort under way, with over 20,000 participants

The players playing in White squares sported White T-shirts
and caps while the black squared players donned black
coloured outfits. The Gujarat Government with its Chief Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, leading from the fore front, Anand and NIIT
were the organizers of this event. A huge shamiana (tent) was
erected for players to have their breakfast and lunch.

The NIIT
MindChampions’

of chess players congregated to play the game.

A smiling Anand who rang the bell to start the proceedings, and was in the thick of things all through the mega
event, was visibly thrilled to see Ahmedabad create the new record. In all 20,480 players got together to play
chess against 1,024 masters and break Mexico's existing record of 13,446 players created in 2006,

There was a thunderous roar of approval from the crowd when Guinness adjudicator Tarika Wala announced that
Ahmedabad holds the new record. She also applauded the fact that there were 140 blind players in the line-up.

"One can't imagine how incredibly proud | am taday. | have never been involved in something so big and | am
thrilled to be part of this event today. This event will be as close to my heart as all my world championship titles.
It is a very important day in my life," said Anand. Chief minister Narendra Modi, who helped facilitate the world
record-breaking event, thanked all the participants.

4 fofed datiipiivs with Finmassibes desad
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Ahmedabad sets Guinness mark in chess

Ahmedabad, December 25, 2010

The sprawling grounds at the Gujarat University in Ahmedabad looked like one giant chess board with as many
as 20,480 players packed into the area divided into 64 huge squares on Friday. The end result was an entry into
the Guinness Book of World Records for most number of chess games played simultaneously at a single venue.
The festive atmosphere at the venue was boosted by the presence of world champion Viswanathan Anand, who
oversaw Ahmedabad break the previous record, set in 2004 involving 13,446 players in Mexico City.

Around 140 visually challenged players also took part in the record-breaking effort.

Anand was delighted: "It is no doubt one of the best days of my life," he said.“l've never seen a chess event of this
scale. | am sure we will produce many more world masters now.”

The special representative from the Guinness Book of World Records, Tarika Vara, said at the conclusion that it was
indeed a record.

“l am truly amazed with the talent and turnout here. It is a great pleasure to announce that 20,480 played chess
at this place simultaneously, and have created a new world record,’ she announced.

Anand later played simultaneous chess against 64 players, including film star Paresh Rawal and theatre personal-
ity Mohan Joshi to wrap up the event.

N Chess event enters Guinness Book for most players at a venue

DECC AN Ahmedabad, Dec 24

Organisers of the 'Swarnim Chess Mahotsav 2010’ today claimed to have created a

HERALD new world recard with over 20,000 chess players playing simultaneously in presence
of world champion Vishwanathan Anand at Gujarat University Grounds here.

The event entered the 'Guinness Book of World Records' for most number of chess games played simultaneously
at a single venue.

Over 20,000 players from across the city belonging to various age groups, played chess simultaneously at the
GMDC ground here creating a world record which was previously held by Mexico City where over 13,000 players
had participated in a similar event.

Adjudicator from the 'Guinness Book of World Records', Tarika Wara, who was present at the venue, said the feat
now belongs to Gujarat.

Wara said it was an extraordinary day for her to see such overwhelming response to the event. She said that she
was also amazed at the level of talent of the young players who participated in the 64-square game.

Anand described the event as one of the most important days of his life.

"l am incredibly proud to be part of such an event. | have never been involved in an event of this scale" Anand
said while addressing the young chess aspirants.

The world champion said that he did not have words to describe his feeling as he felt very much overwhelmed
with the response.

Anand said that he would like to take this collaboration with Gujarat government forward in order to popularise
chess in other parts of the state.
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On the wonder we call INDIA

Chess event enters Guinness Book for most players at a venue

Ahmedabad, Dec 24 (PTI) Organisers of the'Swarnim Chess Mahotsav 2010'today claimed to have created a new
world record with over 20,000 chess players playing simultaneously in presence of world champion Vishwana-
than Anand at Gujarat University Grounds here.

The event entered the'Guinness Book of World Records'for most number of chess games played simultaneously
at a single venue, Over 20,000 players from across the city belonging to various age groups, played chess simulta-
neously at the GMDC ground here creating a world record which was previously held by Mexico City where over
13,000 players had participated in a similar event. Adjudicator from the'Guinness Book of World Records!, Tarika
Wara, who was present at the venue, said the feat now belongs to Gujarat. Wara said it was an extraordinary day
for her to see such overwhelming response to the event. She said that she was also amazed at the level of talent
of the young players who participated in the 64-square game. Anand described the event as one of the most
important days of his life"l am incredibly proud to be part of such an event. | have never been involved in an
event of this scale,'’Anand said while addressing the young chess aspirants. The world champion said that he did
not have words to describe his feeling as he felt very much overwhelmed with the response.

AHMEDABDMIRROR cor

‘This world record is a celebration’

Viswanathan Anand hails Gujarat for setting world record in simultaneous chess
Saturday, December 25, 2010

On December 24, 2010 Viswanathan Anand won his maiden World Chess Championship by defeating Alexei
Shirov in Tehran. Ten years later, on the same day, the now six-time world champion led Ahmedabad city to a
world record.

Under the watchful eyes of the grandmaster, 20,480 people assembled at the GMDC ground to set a world record
in simultaneous chess, thereby eclipsing the record set in Mexico City four years ago.

Anand was as ecstatic after the record as he was after his maiden world championship title.

How do you feel after Amdavad rewrote history books today (Friday)?

| have never participated in an event of such magnitude. | don't have words to describe what | am feeling right
now. To have 20,480 people playing chess was incredible. It was a celebration of chess. Truly phenomenal.

How different is it to guide a city to a world record from winning a world chess championship?

The emotions are the same. Happy and ecstatic. But this was a different challenge. | have been involved in this
record setting exercise for the last 10 months. And to pull it off on Friday, | feel really proud.

How did this all begin? Was it vou who gave the idea to the Gujarat chief minister?

Not exactly. Both of us knew about the event in Mexico. So when | met the chief minister 10 months back, he
expressed his desire to popularise chess. But he wanted to do something different in Gujarat’s golden jubilee. He

said let's do this world record and that's how the process started. Gujarat government, the state chess association
and NIIT all contributed toit.

A fofed datiipiivg with Finmsssibes desad
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Gujarat Chess Event Enters Guinness Records
Ahmedabad | Dec 24, 2010

Organisers of the 'Swarnim Chess Mahotsav 2010' today claimed to have created a new world record with over
20,000 chess players playing simultaneously in presence of world champion Vishwanathan Anand at Gujarat
University Grounds here.

The event entered the 'Guinness Book of World Records' for most number of chess games played simultaneously
at a single venue,

Over 20,000 players from across the city belonging to various age groups, played chess simultaneously at the
GMDC ground here creating a world record which was previously held by Mexico City where over 13,000 players
had participated in a similar event.

Adjudicator from the 'Guinness Book of World Records), Tarika Wara, who was present at the venue, said the feat
now belongs to Gujarat.

Wara said it was an extraordinary day for her to see such overwhelming response to the event. She said that she
was also amazed at the level of talent of the young players who participated in the 64-square game.

Anand described the event as one of the most important days of his life.

"I am incredibly proud to be part of such an event. | have never been involved in an event of this scale,” Anand
said while addressing the young chess aspirants.

The world champion said that he did not have words to describe his feeling as he felt very much overwhelmed
with the response.

Anand said that he would like to take this collaboration with Gujarat government forward in order to popularise
chess in other parts of the state.

The world champion also played chess with 64 dignitaries who were present on the dais.

For the event the entire GMDC ground was set up in form of a chess board with 64 blocks and all tables and chairs
covered in black and white cloth.

Even the participants were dressed in black and white t-Shirts.
Gujarat chief minister Modi too was dressed for the occasion with a white blazer, black shirt and pants.

Modi describing the game of chess as one that helps develop the mind, asked participants to train five persons
each to play chess.

"Chess should reach every house of the state. That is my aim. It should connect to each and every school and
young mind. The game helps develop patience. It prepares a person to face all kind of situations in life," Modi said.

Veteran actor Paresh Rawal was also present during the function.
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