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Our Bureau

The Hindu Business line

New Delhi, October 22, 2008

NIIT net rises 41% in Q2

‘Outlook for training sector positive; shift towards specialisation’

New Delhi, Oct .21 'g:“ u-:fm

Talent development amtid IT -
training company NIIT Ltd on
Tuesday posted 41 per cent 4 \
rise in its consolidated net 35 N
profit for the quarter ended = : Ao o
September 30, 2008, at Rs 29.7
crore, buoyed by growth in the T 0et 21,08
individual learning solutions
business, and the overall surge
in enrolments. led by the engineers segment

The company’s global sys- (up 25 per cent). Finance &
tem-wide revenue increased Management Trainingrecord-

17 per cent to Rs 468 crore
against Rs 398.6 crore in the

ed 37 per cent growth in net
revenue; and the school learn-

NIIT

vear-ago period. ing solutions recorded growth
Thecompan said that de- of 32 per cent in net revenue.
ﬂegl e t tunnml& _ “In corporate learning solu-
markets was in| tions segment, we are trying to
ing wlanhglm the corporate Steady growth: (From left) Mr P. Rajendran, COO, NIIT; Mr Rajendra S. Pawar, reduce dependence on cus-
spending, the overall outlook Chalrmarl. and Mr Vijay K. Thadani, CEO; at a press conference in the Capital on e project, and focus on
in the training sector re- 1uesday.- Kamal Narang learning products and training
mained positive. infrastructure management,” ity consolidation. “We will im- Commenting on the compa- outsourcing” Mr Thadani
“The demand for special- NIITCEO,MrVijayK.Thada- prove it (core margins). ny’s performance across vari- pointed out
ised skills will go up. We seea ni, said. capwty to imy is100-150 ous segments, NIIT Chairman ~ With fresh order intake dur-
shift from ‘ge isation’ to basis points,” Mr Rajendra S Pawar said that  ing the quarter at $39.4 mil-
‘specialisation’ as there would OPERATING MARGINS During the quarter, the net the individual learning solu- lion, the pendingorderbook as
be a shortage of skills in areas Hesald thatNllTlstrymgto revenue 15 per cent to  tions space recorded a 26 per on September 30 stood at
such as business intelligence, Rs 309.5 crore compared with cent year on year growth in  $93.35 million, 65 per cent of
business analytics, network beyand lsaf:er cent through Rs 270. 2 crore in the same pe- revenue, whllethemrall en- which is executable over the
management and security,and cost rationalisation and capac- riod previous year, rolments were up 22 per cent nextone year.

Times of India
New Delhi, October 13, 2008

INDUSTRY READY

NIIT has announced the availability of its first batch of GNIITiang

with Microsoft certification to meet industry requirements. These

students, 170 in number, were felicitated by Lutz Ziob, worldwide
. head, Microsoft Learning during his recent India

visit. These students are skilled in the latest
developer and database platforms comprising of
technologies like visual studio, NET and SQL
server, which makes them a valuable resource for the industry. As
part of this programme, the GNIIT students are also enabled to
appear for relevant Microsoft certification examinations.
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BS REPORTER
Hyderabad, 13 October

Compnting Inc, a US-
based provider of low-cost
shared

technology,
has won the bid to provide
50,000 seats for computer learn-
ing in 5,000 secondary schools
across Andhra Pradesh.

The contract, valued at Rs
400 crore, is part.of the ICT
school learning p \mme
initiated by the central gov-
ernment, which is expected to
benefit 10 million students
across the country and 1.8 mil-
lion students in Andhra.

Delhi-based IT education
and training company NIIT
Limited will be the con-
tractor and will be
for managing 2,005 of these
schools in districts.

The Rs 173-crore order

bagged by NIIT includes in-

stalling desktop PCs and
s low-cost shared
omnpmersyslenn,tmnmgﬂ:e
and managing the leamn-

ing labs for five years on a build,
operate and transfer (BOT)
schools

model. The
by three oth-

will be
er partners including

Business Standard
Hyderabad, October 14, 2008

NComputing to deploy solutions
at 5,000 schools in Andhra

Educomm. The implementa-
tion of the project will be com-
pleted by this month end.

Announcing this here on
Monday, Stephen A Dukker,
chairman and chief executive
officer of NComputirig Inc, said
India would become a bigger
market than the US for NCom-
puting by 2010 given the huge
population here. “The wlreleas
version of our technology is in
an advanced stage of devel-
opment. The product will be
available in the second half
of 2009,” he said.

The privately-held compa-
ny had sold a million pieces
of its technology in over 90 coun-
tries in the last 20 months, with
70 per cent installations being
in the education sector. In the
US, it has installed 300,000 seats
in 4,000 schools in 50 states.
Since 2007, it has created
100,000 seats for education, gov-
ernment and business estab-
lishments across India.

ing’s software cre-
tops inside a Windows or Lin-
ux PC, enabling up to 30 si-
multaneous users to run their
own applications for Rs 4,000
per seat.

Stephen A Dukker (left), chairfan and CEO of NComputing,
and L Balasubramanian, president (school learning
solutions), NIIT, at a press conference in Hyderabad on

Monday

K Sudheer

NIIT to bid for more e-leamning schemes

Hyderabad: NIIT Limited is plan-
ning to participate in the bid-
ding process for implement-

at 20,000 schools, tenders for

wnidamyambecanedfu-by
six state governments, NIIT

Mmmm
L Balasubramanian, said. “We
are looking at bagging at least
30 per cent of these schools, in-

cluding in Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh,” he said, while
declining to spell out the con-
tract sizes. “The typical proj-
ect size will be Rs 8.5 lakh per
school,” he said.

NIIT has been partnering
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment for the last six years bring-
ing the benefit of ICT to over
5.4 million students.
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Mid Day
New Delhi, October 16, 2008

ber 16, 2008 - Mid Day,

Delhi . NEWS 5

NIIT launches
education
solutions for
city schools

IT education provider NIIT on
Wednesday launched new
educational products and
solutions for "schools of
tomorrow" under the aegis of
what the company calls NIIT
eGURU.

The eGURU range of solu-
tions for schools comprise of
'Interactive Classrooms' for
teachers, ‘Math lab' and 'IT
wizard' for students, and
'Quick school', the company
said in a statement.

The eGURU portfolio uses
technology from Intel and
software platform from
Microsoft and has been
designed around the guide-
lines ~of the National
Curriculum Framework-2005.
ened its
portfolio with the launch of
NIIT eGURU solution, a holis-
tic education packao?e that
addresses the needs of all key
_stakeholders within the edu-
cation realm comprising
students, teachers, school
management and parents,"
Nalllc’lr CEQ Vijay K Thadani
said.

While, NIIT  eGuru
Interactive Classroom solution
is based on Intel technologies
and architecture, NIIT eGuru
IT Wizard curriculum is based
on Microsoft’s Windows Vista
and Office 2007 suite,it

added.
-Agencies

NIIT

Hindustan
Chandigarh, October 14, 200

Hom e¥ey iR fraeh Wl 1 g B
TH FEHH HT MR $S gRI
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Hindu Business Line
Hydrabad, October 16, 2008

NIIT package
for schools

Onr Bureau
New Delhi, Oct 15
NIIT has announced the
launch of NIIT eGURU’ solu-
tion, a package targeted at
schools.

The products and solutions
suite includes ‘Interactive
Classrooms’ for teachers,
‘Math Lab’ and ‘IT Wizard’
for students and ‘Quick
School’, an education re-
source planning solution for
school management.

NIIT eGURU portfolio lev-
erages technology from Intel
and software platform from
Microsoft and has been de-
signed around the guidelines
of the National Curriculum
Framework 2005.

The package is priced be-
tween Rs 40 and Rs 250 per
student per month, based on
the components the school
opts for.

“We have strengthened our
school portfolio with this
launch,” Mr Vijay K Thadani,
CEO of NIIT Ltd, said at a

" conference here.

Times of India
Jaipur, October 08, 2008

Don’t just code,
specialise: NIIT

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: There’s hope yet for
IT job aspirants. The CEO of
one of the country’s largest I'T
trainers, NIIT, believes the de-
mand for skilled manpower in
India will continue to grow,
despite the global economic
slowdown and its adverse im-
pact on the IT industry. Speak-
ing te The Times of India,
NIIT CEO Vijay Thadahi said

that India continues to be an

attractive IT destination but
the industry’s manpower re-
guirements might change,
over a period of time.

Citing the findings of are-
search report, Thadani said
that globally, over 7 million
IT jobs are likely to be creat-
ed by 2011, of which over 4
million jobs would be soft-
ware-related. “There is a de-
mand for qualified people in
infrastructure management,
animation, gaming, business
in-telligence and KPO,” he said.
However, he added, the era of
the “general purpose software

NIIT CEO Vijay Thadani

engineer” is over. “One cannot
hope to survive the current cli-
mate by merely being profi-
cient in coding. Definite com-
petency in specific technolo-
gies is a must,” he said.
Thadani said he was con-
fident that the IT industry will
recover soon from this “tem-
porary aberration”, adding
that overall growth would not
happen without large-scale
addition of people. “Compa-
nies are definitely more care-
ful while hiring now. But there
is a clear signal for freshers to
gain specialisation in emerg-
ing technologies,” he said.

NIIT
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The Economic Times

Kolkata, September 24, 2008

[FBI to launch personal finance
course for the common man

Nandini Sivakumar
CHENNAI

FTER two years of imparting training

to entry-level people in the banking,

finance and insurance sectors, the In-
stitute of Finance, Banking and Insurance
(IFBI), a joint venture of NIIT and ICICI Bank,
now plans to introduce a financial education
course for the common people.

“This personal finance programme is an-
other round of offering from IFBI. We felt it
was necessary since too few people can man-
age their finances in a scientific manner,” NIIT

finance and management training solutions

president Smarajit Dey told ET.-

People take most financial décisions based
on what they read and hear and from friends.
However, what works for one person may not
necessarily work for another. “Here, people
will learn to manage their finances effectively
and optimally,” Mr Dey said.

The IFBI Swift Personal Finance pro-
gramme will offer education in the personal
finance domain to make individuals more
aware with the ability to understand and take
informed decisions about their wealth, “To-
day, youngsters have a propensity to save.
Unlike courses conducted by other organisa-
tions, ours is impartial and independent,” IFBI
president S Venkatesh said. “While most in-
formation comes from a company perspec-
tive, information doled out as part of this ini-

five.”

The course will help in making judicious
choice in the fields of investments, insur-
ance, savings, taxation, loans and real es-
tate. The “usage-oriented” financial aware-
ness training will have theme-based ses-
sions, which would be a mix of activities,
real life examples and case studies. It will be
conducted by the IFBI's regular faculty,
which includes experienced industry
hands. .

The programme will provide answers
on how to invest in the stock market safely,
whether to invest in*shares or mutual
fundsand what the catchisina 0% EMI of-
fer, among others. Targeted at 20-35-year-
olds,"but open to other age-groups as well,
the course will be conducted at two levels
of 20-hour duration each. Students have
the flexibility of opting for weekend classes
or evening classes during weekdays.

Mr Dey said [FBI was sure that the cur-
rent global financial mess will not dim the
attractiveness of BFSI sector. Quoting from
a 2006 survey that said the sector in India
will have nearly 1.5 million people by
2010-11, Mr Dey added the impact of the
Lehman collapse and the resultant finan-
cial turmoil will only have an impact in the
short term.

The institute has trained 6,500 people
through its retail operations across 22 cen-
tres in the country and about 4,000 under
its corporate retraining programme and is

- looking at a three-fold growth'in the nex

three to four years.
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Hindustan Times
Mumbai, September 24, 2008

TOEIC test on Sept 28

NIIT will conduct a test of Eng-
lish for International Communi-
cation (TOEIC) on September
28, across Ahmedabad, Banga-
lore, Chennai, Delhi NCR, Hyder-
abad, Kolkata, Mumbai and
Pune. TOEIC test is a global
standard for communicative
English ability in the interna-
tional workplace and is part of
Educational Testing Service
(ETS) suite of products.
Aimed at helping professionals
at workplace and college stu-
dents to communicate in the
ever shrinking global village,
the TOEIC test is a joint initia-
tive of NIIT and ETS to enhance
employability and provide ad-
vantage to Indian organizations
in the global market place.

Amar Ujala
Lucknow, September, 2008
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Hindustan Times
Mumbai, October 01, 2008

NIIT announces
communication test

NIIT, a leading global talent develop-
ment corporation administered its
first Test of English for International
Communication (TOEIC) Test on
Sunday across Ahmedabad, Ban-
galore, Chennai, Delhi NCR, Hy-
derabad, Kolkata, Mumbai and

Pune. TOEIC® test is offered in
about 90 countries around the world
with more than 9000 companies, gov-
ernment and public offices, accepting
the test as an industry benchmark for
assessment of a candidate’s English
proficiency for international commu-
nication. “Initially the TOEIC test
will be offered across 10 centers in
eight major cities, we plan to soon roll
it out across 20 cities in the next three
months,” says Ashish Basu, presi-
dent, New Business Incubation, NIIT
Ltd.

NIIT

Hindustan Business Line
Hydrabad, September 25, 2008

NIIT training schools

Bangalore, Sept 24
S oftware training firm NIIT, which had announced a
joint venture with BPO firm Genpact for a training
rogramme for aspiring BPO employees in June,
aunched three training schools in Gurgaon, Noida and
Bangalore simultaneously. “There is an increased
demand for skilled people in non-voice-based BPOs
managing back offices for finance and accounting, supply
chain, insurance and banking companies,” said Mr Ashish
Basu, President, New Business Incubation, NIIT Ltd.
The four-month programme at the NIIT Institute of
Process Excellence offers training in areas such as
business processes, language skills and business
communication, finance, accounting and supply chain.
The institute is currently targeting 300 students in the
three centres in the next two-three months, but expects
to train at least 100,000 people in the next three years, Mr
Basu said. Course fee for the four-month programme is
Rs 19,000 per student. The institute is planning to set up
similar centres in China and The Philippines before the
end of the year, Mr Basu said. According to Nasscom
estimates, the Indian BPO industry currently provides
direct employment to over seven lakh people and is
projected to generate an additional 1.4 million jobs by
2010. - Our Bureau

Hitavada
Nagpur, October 25, 2008

IFBI launches personal
finance programme

N Business Bureau

TWO vyears after conducting
courses for entry-level manpower
in banking, finance and insur-
ance sector, Institute of Banking,
Finance and Insurance (IBFI), a
joint venture between NIIT and
ICICI Bank, is set to introduce
a financial education course for
the layman, informs a press
release.

“This personal finance pro-
gramme is another round of offer-
ing trom IFBI. We felt it was
necessary since few people man-
age their finances in a scientific
manner,” NIITs finance and man-
agement training solutions
President Dr Smarajit Dey said
inapress conference. Individuals

take most financial decisions
based on what they read and hear.
However, what works for one
person may not necessarily work
for another. “Here, people will
learn to manage their finances
effectively and optimally,” Dey
added. The IFBI Swift Personal
Finance programme will offer
education in the personal finarice
domain to make individuals
understand and take informed
decisions about their wealth.
IFBI has trained 6500 people
through its retail operations across
22 centres in the country and about
4000 under its corporate retrain-

~ing programme and is looking-at

a three-fold growth in the next
three to four years, stated the
release further.
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Anand goes two up

The Times of India
Kolkata, October 21, 2008

Black ‘Death’ Again For Kramnik As Indian GM Wins In 35 Moves

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: Viswanathan Anand took a major
step towards winning the ultimate World chess
crown when he inflicted a shattering 35-move
defeat on Vladimir Kramnik in the fifth game
in Bonn on Monday.

This was Anand’s second consecutive win
with black pieces and this could drive Kram-
nik to a desperate situation in the 12-game se-
ries as the Indian now leads 3.5-1.5 with sev-
en more games to be played. Kramnik may

have to throw everything into the next couple
of games to come out of the Anand spell.

Game 5 was a replay of Game 3 till move
15. If Anand was confi-dent enough to repeat
the Slav Defence with black, Kramnik too was
equal to the task, offering the Meran varia-
tion, the opening that cost him a full point in
Game 3.

‘The players almost blitzed the first 15 moves
and Kramnik must have been encouraged by
the fact that post-game analysis after Anand’s
victory in the third game suggested that white
was in fact better in the middle game.

Anand: A big step towards winning the big one

Amar Ujala
New Delhi, October 31, 2008

However, Anand came up with an im-
provement by interchanging his move order.
His 15th move with the rook taking control of
the King-knight file was in fact executed one
move later in Game 3. No wonder, Kramnik
spent considerable time looking at the board
before changing his 16th move from his pre-
vious white game,

Kramnik went into deep thought as Anand
pushed his pawn on the Kingside. Like in the
third game, Kramnik fell behind on the clock
and the difference after move 18 was almost
45 minutes.

Anand’'s rooks looked threatening but
Kramnik simplified the po-sition on move 23
by exchanging a rook. After white's 24th move,
Anand had one hour and 10 minutes left to
Kramnik's 26 minutes.

As Anand took control of the Queen-bish-
op file after the exchange of the rook, Kram-
nik first pushed his pawn and then went for
a wild sacrifice of his knight for a pawn on
move 29. .

Anand quickly parried away all the threats,
simplified the position, gave back the piece

' and promoted his pawn to get a Queen by move

35.
Game 6 with Anand having white will be
played on Tuesday.
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Deccan Heralda

Banglore, October 30, 2008

CHESS / Indian master draws 11th game against Kramnik to retain the world title

1 2 /F(

Anan

30NN, 1aNs: The sword of
Jamocles that hung over
vVladimir Kramnik's head fi-
1ally fell as Viswanathan
Anand grabbed a draw in the
1th game even as the Russ-
ian challenger tried his level
best to create imbalances
and make something of it
and prolong his stay in the ti-
tle-clash. The draw in the
11th game gave Anand a win-
ning 6.4-4.5 lead that enabled
him to retain his world title.
The win by a huge mar-
gin will also carry Anand to
the top of the World Rank-
ings when they are released
next.
1t also set to rest all talk
that Anand was off-form on
account of his poor display
at the Grand Slam Cup in
Bilbao. That result now
clearly comes out as some-
thing Anand had virtually
planned for and used as a
match-situation experience.
The latest win also gave
Anand the World Chess title
in three formats — a 128
player championship format
in 2000 followed by a closed
tournament in Linares-
Morelia last year and now in
match-play against Kram-
nik. It also ended speculation
over Anand's ability at the
highest level in matchplay.
Anand started with white
pieces with the strong possi-
bility of this being the last
game of the match, as the In-
—dian needed only a draw.
Kramnik, many pointed
out, had never beaten Anand
with black pieces. However,
the Russian had beaten
Anand with black in rapid
games and it has often been

I just did it’
Bonn, PTi: ¥| just did it,”
was the cryptic reaction
from world chess champi-
on Vishwanathan Anand
soon after retaining the ti-
the.

"He simply said | just
did it," Anand's wife
Aruna quoted her hus-
band as saying.

Asked how they
planned to celebration the
achievement, Aruna said
“by having a nice dinner.”

the Russian's style not to
stretch with black and con-
centrate on trying for wins
with white. Despite needing
only a draw, Anand started
with a lot of pressure, hav-
ing lost the previous game.

Anand opened with l.ed4
with the hope of steering to-
wards a drawish position.
Kramnik chose 1..c5 and
then after 2.Nf3 dé Anand
avoided the comparatively
drawish 3.Bb5+ and went for
an Open Sicilian.

Then Kramnik needing
to create unstable positions
and now allowing drawish
positions played what is an
unusual move for him the
5...a6, in the Najdorf Varia-
tion. Kramnik has rarely
played this and usually goes
for Sveshnikov and that may
have led to a quick draw.

Kramnik kept going for
wild positions and staying
away from draw-like posi-
tions. To that end he man-
aged that for quite some-

TOP 10 MILESTONES

2008B: World Championship title

2008: Morelia-Linares

2007: World Rapid

v Miexico City 7000

ampionship, Mainz

e it

12007 Morelia-Linares Super Grandmaster Toumament
2006 Mikhail Tal.Memorial Blitz B
2006: World Rapid Champ's, Mainz Classic,

r Blindfold & Rapid Tournament ..

time. Into the middle game
there were a lot of ex-
changes and Anand played
perfectly and made no mis-
takes despite Kramnik try-
ing to steer the game into the
unknown.

Anand played 13.Qe3
which cleared the d-file and
the fl-a6 diagonal while giv-
ing the gueen two beautiful
diagonals. That had Kram-
nik going into deep thought
for nearly half an hour.

Thereafter, despite creat-
ing enough complications,
Kramnik was unable to
break through Anand's de-
fence. The Indian played per-
fectly and did not allow the
tension to get through to
him. He handled the situa-
tion calmly and managed to
wade through the maze that
Kramnik tried to create and
force confusion in his at-
tempt to win and stay alive
in the match.

The must-win situation
may have led to the wild tac-
tics that Kramnik adopted
right from the start as he
evaded all drawish lines and
then his attempts even led to
a sitnation where he may
have lost. Ultimately with no
possibility of finding that
improbable win, Kramnik
accepted the inevitable and
took a draw that Anand ac-
cepted. The handshake end-
ed a great match for Anand,
who is now the undisputed
World champion.

Anand had already won
the World Blitz and World

Rapid titles also in the past,
besides the World classical
title in three different for-
mats,

d, a Bonn winner

India's Vishwanathan Anand poses with the Chess ‘World Championship trophy in_
the Art and Exhibition Hall, Bonn, on Wednesday. Anand beat Russia's Kramnik.

‘A great job done, my son'

CHIBNNA.I PT: “A great job done, my
son,” exulted Vishwanathan, the pmud
father of Anand. He said the family had
been tense for the last few days and the
result came as a great relief.

“It was a lone battle Anand had
fought. Today, he has the entire nation
behind him," his father added.

Meanwtiile, Leader of the Opposi-
tion LK, Adivani congratulated el

Viswanathan Anand for retaining the
World Chess Championship.
“Viswanathan Anand has made
the country proud once again by win-
ning the world championship. I con-
gratulate him on this achievement,”
Advani said. “Anand is an icon of the
country and nothing less than the ex-
cellence and talent of the young gen-
eration personified,” he said. Rajen-

dra S Pawar, Chairman NIIT, congrat-
ulated him. Pawar said: “We congrat-
ulate Anand on becoming the undis-
puted World Champion. Anand has
displayed a grand strategy in 2008 by
choosing the games he wanted to win,
foregoing an important tournament
like Bilbao to win the ultimate match
with Kramnik.” NIIT is the sponsor of
Anand for the last 10 vears.
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Dailv News

Analysi

Mumbai, October 28, 2008

‘Innovate or perish’ is new
quality education mantra

TIMES NEWS WETWORK

Bangalore: Innovation
is the key to development
and a better future. It is
essential in all walks of
life, especially education,
said R Natarajan, former
chairman of the All In-
dia Council of Technical '
Education (AICTE).
Speaking at the sixth
national summit on qual-
ity in education conduct-
ed by the Confederation
of Indian Industry Insti-
tute of Quality on Friday,
he said: “Innovate or per-
ish should be the motto.”
Natarajan also point-
ed out that peer pressure
forces students to seek
immediate employment,
forcing research and

Former AICTE chairman R Natarajan lights
the inaugural lamp at a national summit on
education on Friday. Cll Institute of Quality
Education chairman K N Shenoy looks on

teaching to take a back
seat. Stressing on the new role of
teachers, he said they are no
longer the sage on stage, but the
guide by your side.

He added that institutions need
autonomy and finance. “What the
industry requires is not how much
knowledge the student has gath-
ered, rather what the student can
do with the knowledge gathered.
The impetus in on output, not in-
put,” Natarajan emphasized. |

K N Shenoy, chairman, CII In-
stitute of Quality Education, said:
“Administrators of education have
great responsibilities owing to
changes in aspirations and speed
of life.” He added that successful
institutions should share ideas to
enable India to achieve its dream

of becoming a developed country
in the next decade.

NIIT CEO Vijay Thadani said
only committed persons should be
retruited as teachers, not those who

_enter the profession as a last resort.
““The industry is haunted by acute

shortage of skilled persons. There
are 10 million jobs vacant in the
service sector although 41 million
have registered with employment
exchanges. Over 300 million are un-
deremployed and productivity too
is affected,” said Thadani.
Former director general of CII,
N Srinivasan, highlighted the need
to bring out the talents in the
younger generation by instilling
a competitive spirit in them to face
the challenges of modern world.

Govt, pvt colleges
will join hands

Bangalore: Commissioner of
collegiate education
N Nagambika Devi on Friday
said government and private
degree colleges may soon be
involved in a partnership.
Speaking to reporters at the
sidelines of a seminar on
challenges before degree
colleges, Nagambika said she
visited colleges in Bangalore,
Mysore and Dharwad to discuss

‘the matter. “Such a partnership

can facilitate exchange of
faculty and resources. It will

- also benefit rural students. A

final decision is to be taken,”
she said.

A ‘teachers’ adalat’ will be
held in the city on October 20 to
address various issues related
to teachers. She said computer
literacy and certificate '
programmes will be introduced
for all students. _

N Jayashankaran, director
general of Bharathidasan
Institute of Management, said
enrolment in higher education
is only 10% even 60 years after
Independence. “Colleges must
take the initiative,” he added.

- Jayashankaran said
institutes should go beyond the
curriculum to attract more

‘'students and that there isa
-need for good teachers. He said

teachers' pay package must be
improved. TNN
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Training in niche IT skills

offers a big opportunity

Technology firms are seeking
pre-trained staff to ensure
better manpower utilisation

Amit Tripathi. Mumbai

As information technology companies go

fast on lay-offs and slow on recruitment, one;

area that is witnessing huge traction is
training of individuals for IT skills, espe-
cially in niche technology.

To address the problem, IT firms are pre-
ferring IT graduates whose skill sets are di-
verse and who are well-trained in certain
technology areas at the time of joining.

This has opened up a huge opportunity
for companies that provide training, espe-
cially in niche technology.

“This demand is largely driven by the IT
firms' aim at reducing people who are being
used as standby,” said Jitendra Nair, CEO,
Karrox Technologies, a Mumbai-based IT
and management training firm.

Some niche technologies that IT firms
want aspirants to have in their bio-data are
Tivoli, WebSphere, Lotus Notes (technolo-
gies for collaboration from US IT major
IBM), SAP Certification, etc. Since telecom
is a booming sector globally, technologies in
the mobile space too are in huge demand,
says Nair. ERP training is another niche
area that has grown 30% annually.

Karrox has redesigned some of its cur-
riculum in the last four months to meet the
changed demand scenario. “We now recom-
mend packaged training programmes that
include diverse technology specialisations,”
said Nair For instance, the earlier Mi-
crosoft Certified Technology Specialist

(MCTS) certification programme is now ——

coupled with Oracle DB (a prominent data-
base technology).

The global economic slowdown has made
it crucial for companies to look for ways to
better utilise their “bench” strength, or that
part of the working population that draws
salary without actually taking part in spe-
cific projects.

Benefits showing

The second-quarter results of
IT companies show the bene-
fits of better utilisation of
manpower. Most firms have
registered a significant
improvement in utilisation

Industry observers say opting for niche-
skilled people serves the twin purpose of en-
abling quick deployment of people on proj-
ects and also better utilisation of people.

The second-quarter results of IT compa-
nies shows the benefits of better utilisation
of manpower. Most firms have registered a
significant improvement in utilisation.

Wipro has increased its utilisation from
74.4% in first quarter of FY 2008 to 77% in
the second quarter. Infosys increased its
utilisation from 72.4% to 73.7%, TCS 78.3%
to 81.1% and Satyam 75% to 76.6% between
the first and second quarters this fiscal.

Suresh Senapaty, chief financial officer of
Wipro, said, “Our continued emphasis on
driving utilisation through an integrated de-
livery model resulted in utilisation moving
up by 240 basis points.”  Turn to Page 24

NIIT

ammg in mche IT skills

These strong gains
on operational front
helped us improve our
margins in the IT serv-
ices business.”

The focus on improv-
ing utilisation has gen-
erated demand for peo-
ple who can be put on

X projects right from day
one, says analysts This also enables firms to cut their internal
training budgets, especially those on mductlon and technology
orientation training.

NIIT Ltd, India’s largest IT training firm, says its corporate
training segment has grown roughly 10% in the last vear
while the IT training and finance & mhnagement training
segment has grown at about 30% and 120%, respectively. Kar-
rox has seen a growth rate of 91% in its retail training seg-
ment, while the corporate training segment has taken a hit of
about 25%.

Karrox is scouting for innovative ways of delivering course
content. “We have been enabling our distance education busi-
ness by VSAT connectivity through which students in other
locations can access content at the designated time and place.
We are now talking to telecom firms to deliver our content
over the Internet. Another area we are evaluating is the medi-
um of IPTV to deliver content,” added Nair.
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The king, fair & square

Viswanathan Anand Clinches It With Draw In Game 11 After 24 Moves

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: A brilliant move to shift
his opening back to the King-pawn
gave Viswanathan Anand the
much-needed breakthrough, With
his 24-move draw {n the 11th game
in the World Chess Championship
match against Vladimir Kramnik
in Bonn on Wednesday, Anand
sealed his position as the undis-
puted champion, Anand won the
12-game match 6.5-4.5,

Anand took out his trusted
opening move at the right time.
The Indian opened with the King-
pawn after shielding it for his five
white games in the current series.
Kramnik avoided the Petroff and
went for the Sicilian in an effort
to get a decision in the game which
was so crucial for him to stay alive
in the match. Kramnik employed
the Najdorf variation, which he
has not played at top level chess
for along time,

It may be recalled that Anand
had found success against the Na-
jdorf of Kasparov in New York
(1995) and on that day the famous
Argentinian Grandmaster

Anand had
been tense,

says wife

(Miguel Najdorf) was present at
the World Trade Centre to com-
ment on Anand's victory over
Kasparov.

After Kramnik's ninth move,
shifting his Queen to the centre
of the board, Anand thought for
more than 10 minutes for his 10th
move. Anand chose to castle on
the Queenside and prepared his
pleces for a Kingside offensive.
One of the interesting features of

the unusual opening was that it |
was slowly executed and by the

time both the players completed
the first 15 moves, they had used
up an hour each on their clock.
Then in a tactical shot, Anand
broke open the King-file and com-
bined his pieces effectively Kram-
nik was fighting with his back to
the wall as he had a poor pawn
structure and his King was ex-
posed to the attack from the white
pieces, When Anand forced the
exchange of Queens on move 23,
Kramnik realised that he had
nothing more than a draw in the
position. After 24 moves, Anand
had 36 minutes left to Kramnik's
27 for the remaining 16 moves.

Ch . -Am: 3 4

my son,” exulted the proud
father of Viswanathan
Anand on Wednesday.
Viswanathan said the fami-
1y had been tense for the last
few days and the result was
a great relief. “Tt was alone
battle Anand fought. Today,
he has the entire nation be:
hind -him;*hesaid— —

.

is in Bonn where Anand won
the competition, told TV
channels that the victory
“happened so suddenly that
he was taken aback™.
Asked when she and her
husband would return to In-
dia, she said, “We'll think
about it calmly We will be in

India-possibly in another-

two to three weeks” Aruna
said Anand had been tense
for the last few days. Asked
what is Anand's target after
having won in all the for-
mats of the game, Aruna
said: “It's up to him but
henceforth no finger will be
pointed at him.”

His wife further added,
“We have been working on

Data Quest
National, September 30, 2008

NIIT Announces TOEIC Test

NIIT has announced its first Test
of English for International Com-

munication (TOEIC) test
the country on Sep-
tember 28, 2008
Across
bad, Bangalore,
Chennai,
NCR; Hyderabad,
Kolkata,
and Pune. TOEIC

Ahmeda-

Delhi

Mumbai

in

test is a global standard

for communicative English ability in
the international workplace and is
part of Educational Testing Service
suite] of products. The initiative is
aimed to enhance employability and
provide competitive advantage ro In-
dian organizations in the global mar-
ket place.

20.Kb1 Qel+ 2LNc1 Ne? 22.0d2
Qud2 23.Rud2 BHG 24.R12 Be3

this since December. It's a to-
tal team effort. The Kramnik
camp was staying at the same
hotel since December, but we
didn't talk to each other.”
When asked how will
they celebrate this stupen-
dous success , Aruna cheek-
ily replied, “With a nice,
quiet dinner.” The duo
it! acencies

WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

CLASSICAL, CHALLENGER

KNOCK-OUT FORMAT
' \ v challenger
gen in

TOURNAMENT FORMAT

ner-up to Topalov

Id rapid title
in final
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WOLFGANG RATTAY/REUTERS

) _
BONN 'IDENI;'I}‘IY: Viswanathan Anand holds the winner's trophy after clinching the Chess World Championships in Bonn. Anand played a
draw in the 11th game on Wednesday to retain his title with a 6.5-4.5 points victory over challenger Viadimir Kramnik of Russia.

Vishy Anand is king of chess, again

B Shrikant
Bonn, October 29

VISWANATHAN ANAND on
Wednesday gave millions of
Indian fans the best Diwali gift
they could ask for — the World
Chess Championship title.
Anand, who had dominated
the 12-game match against Russ-
ian challenger Vladimir Kram-
nik and had taken a command-
ing three-point lead at the mid-

way stage, overcame hiccups to
muster the unbeatable 6.5 points
that helped him retain the world
title with a game to spare.
Anand was under a bit of
pressure when Kramnik won the
10th game to narrow the margin
to two points. In the 11th game,
the 38-year-old Indian Grand-
master came out of a difficult
position to steer the game to a
draw and win the match 6.5-4.5.
“I am more relieved than hap-

py,” said Anand. “I knew I need-
ed just half a point and it looked
like an easy task. But there was
a bit of nerves and Vlady
(Kramnik) too put me under
some pressure.”

This is Anand’s third World
title — he first won it in Tehran
in 2000 when there were two
world championship organised
by rival bodies. He then bagged
the undisputed title at Mexico
in September last year.

The retention of the world ti-
tle could have been an encore
for Anand’s fans but for many
European fans and traditional-
ists a title won in a one-on-one
match was the real McCoy.

Anand has proved he’s the best
in the world, whatever be the for-
mat. Way to go Viswanathan,
king of the chess world.

shrikant.bhagvatula@hindustantimes.com

NIIT
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How Aruna got behind her man

Manisha Mohite
sports@mid-day.com

BONN: ‘Hello, talk to the World
Champion,’ remarked Aruna Anand
while handing the mobile phone to
Viswanathan Anand when his father

the sidelines. She has been md]!ng Aruna Anand
the media and other official matters right from the time the
World Championship match was announced almost a year ago.
Anand said the biggest factor that helped him to focus total-
Iy on chess was Aruna. She took care of every single nitty-gritty
without bothering him. Pre-match negotiations in terms of
money, venue and playing conditions were also handled by
) Aruna. “She didn't even let me peek at the news reports and
|othersiﬁdontheintemetfor1tmrmafkumedumgthe
hlfaﬁ,fmmﬂmember Hans Walter Schmitt and Frederic
'[}Fnedel]stanedlwhngatthehofelswheremndwouldbe
comfortable and had the fastest possible internet connection
ready. They did evmhingwoensure that Anand was mentally
at peace when he was not playing,” said Aruna.
“We were also lucky that the entire team was so highly moti-

wwdmﬂmh#%wmﬁnginrhenghtﬁmm
Meet Team Anand

in SUNDAY MiD DAY, Oct 26).
spom@md—dqumm However, all members of
Anand’s crew showed up at
BONN: “We started jumping the venue after he his

and shouting in joy when
(Viswanathan) Anand drew
against Kramnik in the 11th
game to retain the title,”
admitted Surya Shekhar

Anm{d's seconds, who are
now nicknamed the Fab Four,
’mholadupmthe]mte]fm'
J-ksandwere

iﬁﬂ‘&iﬂiiﬂm“ble asreporned

) VISHY'S TEAM: Former world champion Rustam mmnwfrm
, Uzhekistan (extreme left) , Peter Heine Nielsen of Denmark (in red),

World title yesterday. One of
the biggest factors which
helped Anand retain the title
was the su tive prepara-

tion he his team worked -

on to send Kramnik

Peter Heine N ,who
has been working with the
o since 2004, said: “We
gewmgethﬂhkgomfan

Sum&nmrﬁmgu!y Anand, wife Aruna and Radoslaw Wojtaszek of
Poland (extreme right). PIC/MANISHA MOHITE

celebrates wmmng !hs Chess World I:henpinnshlp aﬂar the lith game against Russia's
n Hall in Bonn, Germany on Wednesday. pic/iap

NIIT
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THE MONARCH:

MASTER OF ALL FORMATS

Anand has won World chess
championships in all formats. No one
even comes close to this feat. Here's a
lowdown:

KNOCKOUT FORMAT:
Faced with a financial crunch and unable to rope in the
then world No.1 Garry Kasparov, world body Fide started
this new format for World championships. it was like
Grand Slam tennis matches with a main draw of 128
players. Because of chess' peculiarity of colours, each
knockout match was to consist of two games (with either
colour) with the final being of four games. In case of a tie,
there were two rapid and blitz game to be played.
Anand's high: He won the KO World championship in
i.'ﬁnlhl and Teheran in 2000, beating Alexel Shirov in the
nal.

TOURNAMENT FORMAT:

As Fide’s attempts to unify the world title failed, and
Kasparov announced his retirement, the world governing
body decided to conduct a World championship
tournament to find a challenger to unofficial champion
Viadimir Kramnik.

The tournament consists of eight players who play
double-leg (with each colour) between themselves.
Anand didn’t win this In his first attempt but finished
ahead of Kramnik in Mexico City last year.

MATCHPLAY FORMAT:

Kramnik unified the world title in 2006 with a condition
that he should get a rematch in matchplay format. Fide
agreed to it. The matchplay format is a purists’ delight. It
means only two players battle it out in head-to-head over
a fixed amount of even games (minimum 12), where a
personality of a player comes into the picture more
prominently. For a large part of the previous century, till
1984, there was no limit on a number of matches to be
played. A player needed to score six wins to clinch the
title with draws not counted in scoreline. However, after a
marathon 48-game match between Kasparov and Karpov
in 1984, which had to be stopped because of fatigue
(Karpov won five games, Kasparov three and 40 draws),
the world governing body opted for fixed number of
games.

Anand's high: Defeating Kramnik in Bonn in 2008. This is
perhaps the most important title because Anand was
considered to be suspect in matchplay format.

@ It's interesting to note that in each of the above three
formats, Anand did not taste success in the first attempt.
He lost to Kasparov in 1995 in matchplay; lost to Karpov in
1998 in the first KO format; and finished second to
Topalov in San Luis in 2006 in tournament format. Just
goes to show that whatever Anand touched didn't tumn
into gold. But he never lost his cool and kept on trying.

@ In addition to the above three World titles, Anand also
won World titles in mini formats (T20 types) of the game.
The tournament and matchplay formats are played in
classical time control (three and a haif hours per player
per game).

® 2000: Anand won the World biitz title by beating
Karpov, Gelfand and Svidler. Blitz tournament is generally
played in all-play-all format where each players has just
five minutes per game.

@ 2003: Anand won World rapid title by beating Kramnik
in final. Here 25 minutes are allotted per player per game
over a fixed number of even games.

—Complled by Amit Karmarkag,

Indian Express

New Delhi, October 31, 2008

“Pve won it once, now
|'want to win it twice’

N‘Iﬂﬂ{ﬂﬂlﬂ Nanmmmmhmmln Bonnonwuﬂnud-v Reuters

_ SANDEEF DWIVEDL
“MUMBAL OCTOBER 30

INNING world titles isn't
new for Vi than Anand.

You had a forgettable outing at the

Bilbao event before Bonn. You didn’t .

play to your potential. Was it a deliber-
ate ploy to save your tactics for the 12

Before Bonn, he has been
blitz, rapid, knock-out and league for-
mat champion. But the classical match-
play title had been elusive for the 39-
year-old. The 6.5-45 win against
Wladimir Kramnik has changed that as
Anand's overwhelming domination of
the game is now undisputed.

In an interview with The Indian Ex-
press, Anand talks about how he thinks
his feat is similar to a Grand Slam title in
tennis: Although he is quick to add that
the match-play title will not make him
complacent since he thinks there is no
harm in winning the title twiee._...

Did it come as a surprise to you that

you were leading by three points after
six games?
#Yes, to some extent it was surprising.
But it was a perfect start for me, I could
get the positions that Thad planned and
could guide the way the game moved
forward. And once I was in control,
things fell in place. But, honestly, I didn't
expect a three-point lead so carly.

tehes against Kramnik?

¥l agree I didn’t have a great tourna-
ment in Bilbao, Butwith all my focus on
Bonn, such things are expected. One
certainly holds back a bit for an event
as big as this one. Since I lost early at
the Bilbao Grand Prix, T got more time
to prepare for this championship.

How important has been the role
played by your seconds in this win?
» Because of my seconds I was guite
well-prepared for Bonn, They have
worked really hard. Not just before
Bonn but even during my match against

Kramnik they were ponstantly prepar-
lnghﬂ._AlIO\ithemwenw all mglrr d

working on moves till 7 in the morning,
After that they would meet me at
breakfast to brief me about the moves
they had been working on.

8o how did you celebrate with them
after the win?
»Actually, they are more tired than me.
They all are sleeping tight now. The
only time they got to sleep was if I was
playing a boring game. If the game got
exciting, they would all be busy watching

_it. One needs to understand that the
role played by the hidden hands in my
victoryis quite big.

‘What has been the reaction lke from
back home?

#1 have been receiving endless calls -
from India. The response has been
tremendous. T was quite elated at the
reaction I have got from home. The
telephone hasn’t stopped ringing and 1
have been flooded with messages.

Can one compare your match-play

win to a Grand Slam in tennis?
» Yes, you can say that, I have now
won blitz, rapid, the tournament for-
mat and match format too. There
were many who said that I could not
win the match play but now they can’t
say that. I do feel like someone who
has won a Grand Slam.

Since you have won everything now,
will motivation be a problem for you?
#1 am guite excited about winning the
title. T will take a two-week break after
this. This ‘match play’ world title doesn't
mean that I will be content and take it
easy. There is no way Iwill lose the mo-
tivation towin after this, I have won this
once, now [ will try to win it a second
time. 8o there are no issues with motiva-
tion for me. -
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NEW DELHI, Oc¢t 30: Former
world champion “<arw ..
Kasparov of Russia today
hailed Viswanathan Ana-
nd’s (Inphoto) triumph over
Russian Vladimir Kramnik
to retain the World
Championship title in Bonn,
Germany, saying it would not
be easy for the younger gen-
eration to push the Indian
aside,

“A great result for Anand
and . for chess. Vishy
deserved the win in every
way and I'm very happy for
him. It will not be easy for the
younger generation to push
him aside,” Kasparov said.

The former great said
while Anand played consis-
tently,. Kramnik showed
decline in strength and had
some work to do.

“It was a very well-plaved
match by Vishy. Except for
the loss of concentration in
the 10th game he played
consistently and managed
to enforce his style. This
result ends the illusion that
Kramnik is a great match
player,” he was quoted as
saying by 'Chessbase’,

Analyzing the perfor-

The Stateman
New Delhi, October 31, 2008

Great result for chess

mances of the two players,
Kasparov, who lost to
Kramnik in 2000 in London,
said Anand was well pre-
pared to counter his oppo-
nent who appeared “overly
defensive”.

“Anand out-prepared
Kramnik completely. In this
way it reminded me of my
match with Kramnik in
London 2000, Like | was
then, Kramnik' may have
been very well prepared for
this match, but we never
saw it. | didn't expect the
Berlin and ended up fighting
on Kramnik's preferred ter-
rain,” he said.

“{In this match) Kramnik
did not expect tough, sharp
challenges with white, and
this was the key for Anand.
He kicked some sand in
Kramnik's face and hit his
weakness, his conservative
approach to the game itself.
Suddenly Kramnik had to
fight in these sharp posi-
tions and he wasn't able to
do it. “London was a unique
occurrence and 1 still stand
with Leonid Yudasin as the
only players Kramnik has
ever beaten in a match!
Kramnik now has some
work to do.”

0 2008: Undisputed World Championship title, beating
Viadimir Kramnik 6.5-4.5 in Bonn.

Champion ‘

i 0 2008; Morelia Linares Champion second time in a row: With

this win, Anand has ensured that the No.1 ranking was
solely his
0 2007: World Chess Championship, Mexico City, World
Champion

0 2007: World Rapid Championship, Mainz Champion

Champion

0 2007: Morelia-Linares Super Grandmaster Chess Tournament,

Champion

0 2006: Mikhail Tal Memorial Blitz Tournament, Moscow
Champion

: 0 2006: Grenkeleasing World Rapid Champ’s, Mainz Classic,

Champion :

{0 2006: 19th Magistral Ciudad de Leon Chess tournament, Leon

: 0 2006: 15th Amber Blindfold & Rapid Chess Tournament Joint
Champion

0 2006: Corus Chess Tournament, Wijk Aan Zee Champion:
Made history by becoming the only player ever to win

i this tournament a record five times

i 0 2005: World Chess Championship, San Luis, finished Runner-
Up to Topalov

0 2005: Mainz Chess Classic, Mainz Champion: Took the title for

i the fifth year in a row

0 2005: 18th Magistral Ciudad de Leon Chess tournament, Leon

i Champion

for the fifth year in succession

:012004: Mainz Chess Classic, Mainz Champion: Anand was
; Champion at Mainz or seventh time

: 0 2004: Dontmunder Schachtage, Dortmund Champion

0 2004: Corus Chess Tournament, Wijk Aan Zee Champion
7 2003: Corsica Masters, Bastia Champion

0 2003: World Rapid Chess Championship, Cap

: D'Agde Champion

:032003: Rapid Chess Classic, Mainz Champion

: 0 2003: Sparkassen Chess Meeting, Dortmund Runner-Up

:02008: 12th Amber Chess Tournament, Monte Carlo Champion

{0 2003: Corus Chess Tournament, Wijk Aan Zee Champion

i 0 2002: 6th Corsica Masters Rapid Chess Tournament, Corsica
Champion

: 0 2002: World Cup, Hyderabad Champion

:012002: Russia Vs Rest of the World, Moscow Champion,

anchored the Rest of the World team toa historic victory

in this unique event

0 2002: Chess Classic, Mainz Champion

0 2002 Eurotel World Chess Trophy, Prague Champion

:012001: Corsica Masters, Corsica Champion

0 2001: “Duel of the Champions” Champion, Beat Kramnik in a

; rapid game match 6.5-5.5

0 2001: “Torneo Magistral de Ajedrez”, Leon Champion

: 0 2001: 2nd Torneo Magistral, Mexico City Champion

: 0 2000: FIDE World Championships, Teheran and New Delhi

: World Champion - Beat Alexei Shirov in the final (3.5
0.5)

2000: FIDE Wurld Cup, Shenyeng Champion - Beat Bareev 1.5-
0.5 in the final to register his best ever result in a FIDE
event

2000: Fujitsu Siemens Giants Rapid Chess, Frankfurt

Champion

:012008: 13th Grenkeleasing Rapid World Chess, Mainz, Germany

 02007: 20th Magistral Ciudad de Leon Chess tournament, Leon |

0 2004: Corsica Masters, Bastia Champion: Anand won Corsica
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