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WORLD”

Rajeev Shorey, President NIIT University, talks about what
to consider when introducing innovations

E1'What role does management edu-
cation play today?

Management education plays an
essential role in today’'s dynamic busi-
ness environment. The rapid trend of
globalisation and technological changes
have made it difficult for organizsations
1o survive in the competitive world.

As a result the importance of manage-
ment education has increased many
fold. The recent developments in the
waorld economy have had a major influ-
ence on the trends in management edu-
cation. The focus is now heavily on key
areas including Business Ethics, Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility, Corporate
Governance, and Sustainable Develop-
ment. Same of the new areas that have
emerged include; Management of busi.
ness during recession or slowdown;
Management of risks arising out of
national and international relations;
Entrepreneurship; Micro-Enterprise and
Micro-Finance; Micro-Insurance; and
Social Entrepreneurship.

E1'What innovations have you intro-
duced in your institution?

This new age NIIT University MBA
program aims to cquip students with the
new age skill sets required o seamlessly
navigate through the challenges and con-
tradictions faced by today's business lead-
ers, and also expose them to the vibrant
Asian and African economies that are
poised to become pivotal economies of
the futire, Drawing upon the core prin-
ciple of industry-linkage, NU MBA Pro-
gram has introduced the concept
of Industry Mentorship, wherein each
MBA student will be guided and men-
tored by an eminent corporate leader.

1 What according to you are the pre-
requisites for new concepts in man-
agement education to succeed?

At present there is a gap between the
type of management education imparted
in business schools and in real life man-
agement. Hence any new concept in
management education needs to be

more realistic and useful to the industry.
The focus should be on:

1) Moving the institute from academic
maode te corparate mode: The manage-
ment courses and programmes being
conducted in the institutes must be in
line with the current requirements of the
carporate world and other organizations.
2) Serwe locally but train globally: There is

a need to train the next generation of

managers and make them ready to take
up global assignments in the burgeon-
ing knowledge economy. [t will not be
enough to focus on educating Indians
for India. Business schools in India
need to build globally distributed edisca-
tional programs and decp partnerships
around the world. Industry endorsed
programs; India's corporations must
Iecome true partners in building man-
agement education programmes by sup-
plying ideas. knowledge. capital, finan-
cial investment, and on-site experience
for students, enabling them to learn in
real-world situations. 42C8
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NIIT Celebrates Its First Year

Anniversary

100-acre green campus at Neemrana takes off as a ‘New Model in Higher Education’

IIT University recently hosted its

Second Annual Lecture by Karan

Singh, Chairperson NIIT Uni-
versity and Member of Parliament, on
university campus at Neemrana. Gur-
charan Das, acclaimed author, playwright
and former CEO of Procter&Gamble-
India, addressed the audience on “The
Importance of Being Humane”, Rajendra
Pawar, Founder of NIIT University and
its Chairman, Rajeev Shorey, NIIT Presi-
dent, and other eminent guests were
present on the occasion.

AT the occasion, Singh congratulated
Pawar and his team on the successful
completion of a year. He stressed upon
the holistic approach to knowledge and
said that modern education system
should be interdisciplinary, whereby stu-
dents are not only exposed to the latest
technology, but also to the rich, pluralis-
tic, multi-faceted spiritual and intellectu-
al heritage of India. He congratulated
NIIT for implementing seamless, indus-
try-linked, research-driven, technology-

The NIIT University celebrates its first birthday

based education. Singh went on to add
that, “NU gives a glimpse of what future
educational institutions can be.”

While addressing the audience, Das
stressed on the role of education in shap-
ing individual personalities. His speech
drew inspiration from his latest book—
The Difficulty of Being Good. Das said that
“true progress” could be achieved when
people marry age-old moral and ethical
structures with the education system.
(Excerpts of the speech has been carried on

X
-—

the last page of the magazine.) Pawar said,
“In years to come India will be known for
its innovation and research. Hence, the
need of the hour is to look at the future
requirements of the knowledge society.
And establish a new model of higher
education. In this century of the mind,
India will gain pre-eminence owing to
holistic and seamless education. NIIT is
a step in that direction.” Shorey called it
an “honour” to be associated with NIIT
during its formative years. um
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»> Medleval architecture meets modermn construction at NIT Un
giving a cooling effect
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iversity, Neemrana Courtyard, with buildings so designed to cast notural shadows thus -,

Neemrana's new

. architectural marvel

THE NIIT UNIVERSITY BUILDING COMBINES MEDIEVAL
AND MODERN ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS IN SUCH A WAY
THAT ONE COULD DO WITHOUT FAN OR AIR CONDITION-
ERS AND IN PEAK SUMMER WHEN THE TEMPERATURE
SOARS TO 43 DEGREES, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE A
ROOM TEMPERATURE OF 27 DEGREES

Prakash Bluwutari

he new NIIT University
I campus that has come up
at picturesque Neem-
ranha about 130 km from Jaipur
on the Jaipur-Delhi national
highway is a case study for
green learning. For the first
time in the country, a campus
has been established on the ba-
sis of along-term master plan.
NIIT is located on a 100 acre
land that is adjoining the 750
acre range of pristine hillocks
on the foothills of Aravalli
range.
Jaisalmer is
considered to be
the best example
of desert archi-
tecture and NIIT
has taken a cue
from the archi-

would be ready the tunnel's
length would be 16 km making
it the world's longest air tun-
nel. The tunnels have created
its own shade and micro cli-
mate that will make the envi-
ronment cooler. Gupta has laid
pipes four feet in diameter 12
feet deep in the ground in be-
tween the buildings. At this
depth the temperature in
Neemrana remains at an ambi-
ent 24 degrees. The air that is
pulled by the fans passes
through precipitators to elimi-
nate dust through shafts in the
buildings through every class
room, eliminating the need for

THE CAPITAL COST FOR
LAYING THE EARTH TUNNEL IS
ABOUT THE SAME AS THAT OF
AIR-CONDITIONING. BUT
TAKING LONG TERM INTEREST

world and also harness wind
chimney for a natural ventila-
tion effect. Most structures har-
ness strategically placed win-
dows combined with an east-
west orientation to minimize
heat again and solar water
heaters are installed on all resi-
dential buildings," said Powar.
Gupta said the capital cost for
laying the earth tunnel is ap-
proximately the same as air-con-
ditioning would have taken. But
taking long term interest the
savings would be enormous and
they hope to save 60-70 per cent
inenergy cost.
Gupta has planned the cam-
‘@ pusinsucha
way that the
tallest build-
ings are locat-
ed right at the
end with low
frontage

tecture in vari- buildings in
01;5 WaI]{le_d cti;ies THE SAVINGS WOULD BE the front. The
and saiseimerin | ENORMOUS AND CAN SAVE nge’ would
particular to in- §: 60-70 PC IN ENERGY have eight
corporate  cer- floors.

tain traditional ideas into the
modern building.

The architect of the project
Vined Gupta of Space Design
Consultants has planned the
buildings in such a way that
one could do without fan or air
conditioners and in peak sum-
mer when the temperature
soars to 43 degrees, it would be
possible to have a room tem-
perature of 27 degrees. This
has become possible because
of the network of earth air
tunnels that have been laid
like an underground maze.
The master plan for this proj-
ect was prepared by YRM (Lon-
don) Ltd and the blueprint by
Space Design Consultants.

Architect Gupta has laid out
1.6 km of earth tunnel and by
the time the whole campus

air conditioners.

According to Rajendra
Powar, founder of NIIT, the
thermal capacity of the earth is
such that the diurnal variations
of the surface temperature do
not penetrate much deeper than

0.5m and seascnal variations up

to a depth of about 4 meters. Be-
yond this depth the tempera-
ture remains constant.

"The NIIT University earth
tunnel acts as an enormous self-
regulating heat sink for the
campus, with no electricity re-
quired to cool or heat the ambi-
ent temperature. Students can
now enjoy comfortable climate
in classrooms, hostels, library
and dining halls without creat-
ing carbon footprints. This rep-
resents the largest known earth
air tunnel installation in the

"The buildings have been put
close to each other and large
windows are not sufficient to
bring in light. Reducing artifi-
cial lighting became a problem.
However, we found solutions by
creating shelves which are like
window ledges thatsreflect the
natural light on to the ceiling
and throw deep into each room.
The east- west orientation for
windows also allows the most
natural lights to enter building
and they have been positioned to
allow as far as possible views of
the hills.

NIIT university campus fea-
tures rainwater harvesting facil-
ities and water recycling sys-
tems that is 97 per cent efficient’
ensuring the maximum reuse of
a precious natural resources for
the benefit of all.
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Set up with an objective to provide holistic education, NIIT University take student’s experience and mentoring, very seriously

by Nitin Jindal

ki campus must be built with
students as the focus”. These
words by Rajendra Pawar,
ounder Chairman - NIIT

Ltd and Founder of NIIT TUni-
versity (NU), ring true when Air Cinde
(Retd,) Kamal Singh, Advisor for Infra-
structure Services, explains the spacing
between two academic blocks (9 more
are planned). With the hills on one side,
they form an enclosed ‘courtyard’ thalis
sheltered from the harsh sun rays, giv-
ing students an ideal spacc to sit, reflect,
engage. One is also encouraged to walk

CAMPUS ETHOS Students are encour-
aged to walk, discuss, trek and enjoy
the experiential side of learning

using specially created “spines” that are
shaded and rain prolected.

Academics

Though NU offers education at a price
(Rs. 8.8 lakhs in just fees for the engi-
necring course), the sheer thought that
has gone into creating the studentlearn-
ing experience, may make it worth for
those who can afford it. Teaching and
learning process has been built around 4

40 | CAREERS @ DECEMEBER 2010

principles: industry-linked, tec
based, research-driven and s
ness (evident by campus struct

No departmental silos
There are no ‘departments’ fo
ulty, and students belonging t
ent years and courses reside
echoing one of the 4 core prir
the university: Seamlessness.
manent faculty, 11 adjunct fac

3 visiting faculty, run its BTech (CSE,
BT & ICT), MTech (four options), PhD
and MBA progranmines. Facully-student
ratio is high currently but as the students
increase, this is an area that would need
continuous augmentation. Group of 10
eminent people referred to as Founding
Professors, provide the academic touch.
They mentor the young faculty, offer few
lectures and as Prof. Kamal says, “Keep
us on our toes by their work ethics”.

Industry-linked

An exciting feature of doing an MBA
at NU is that 25 CEQOs have agreed Lo
mentor students, besides various senior
executives from the industry who pro-
vide guidance on a more regular basis.

Research

The nascent campus shows very lit-
tle signs of active research activities.
Since NU has just completed a vear

41 | CAREERS @ DECEMBAER 2010

“A campus
must be built

' f i with students
4 ; i as the focus"”

RAJENDRA PAWAR
Chairman, NIT Ltd & Founder
RIIT Liniw

erEity

Practising green technology

The campus does not usa ACS or desert
coolers. |b rifles ofy tha pe
constant temperature of 2
= ahwiiys tound at a depih o
earth irrespective of the teme
surface; MU has created 8-9
at this dopth inside the earth, 5o, the ai
frem bhe bullding 15 suckad in and made Lo
e fior approw, 100 1t inside tha tunnels b
ensura it reaches 24 degrees. This cool air

5 biicwn o the buldings o keep cool
oF &3 ﬂnpﬂnﬂ:*g an whither it | -
meer of winter respectively. Energy efficient,
I carbon footprint, and tharelore 3 green
technobogy!

of existence it is almost impossible to
assess its research capabilitics. When
quizzed, attention is drawn to the 25
acres of vacant land adjoining the two
ready blocks. “This is where we will have
incubation labs and industry people,”
says Mr Pawar. When questioned about
how he plans to sustain research at the
campus, he says, with a twinkle in his
eye, NU would get funds from the pat-
ents that will come out of the research.

Campus life and beyond

The small student body is beginning to
show signs of life. Publications, Place-
ments, and Patents, the three Ps that
separate men from boys will manifest
in the future, though the mentor list
might come in handy. Only time will
tell. Pawar’s philosophy of holistic learn-
ing translates to collective sunset and
sunrisc viewing for the students, trek-
king expeditions in Aravalli hills and
experiential learning. Some students are
amused, some are touched. But nonc
scem unaffected. And that probably is
the purpose of education! &
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Making A Life Versus
Making A Living

When a hotchpotch amalgamation of humanities saves the

businessman’s soul

ome 100 years ago, Chica-

go and Columbia universi-

ties began what is known

as the “Great Books Pro-

gramme”. It required stu-

dents to rcad what they
considered to be the “great books”—by
Plato, Karl Marx, TS Elliot, etc.—in the
first two years of college.

We don't have such a programme in
our universities. But, don't let that stand
in your way—there are summer and win-
ter breaks aplenty. During these start
your own “great books programme”.
Meet up friends, get your list, read the
classics and discuss. When | mean dis-
cuss, I literally mean interrogate the
books. While you are at it, I will suggest
that you look up a name—David Denby.
Denby is a NYC movie critic and journal-
ist, who entered Columbia University in
1991 to take the university's famous
course in “Great Books”. Denby later
authored a book simply titled Great Books
in which he spoke of the impact of the
course on his life.

The reason why I talk of the “great
books” is because the impact they left on
my life. At 16, as the son of a diligent
engineer and an earnest homemaker—I
went to Harvard to study engineering.
But at Harvard, I learnt that nobody came
there to study engineering. | promptly
changed my course to chemistry. Why?
Because newspapers at that time were

reporting of James D. Watson and Fran- -

EDUTECH November 2010

cig Crick, who had received the Nobel for
discovering the structure of the DNA—I
knew that their path began with this sub-
ject. At the end of that summer, [ came
back to India, and first noticed its grinding
poverty. It was ironical that I had to go
away to realise the simple reality of my
country. It was then, going back, [

switched 1o economics. But fate inter-

vened. Ina few months. [ was enamoured
by humanities—I switched again.

By then my middle-class parents had
begun to despair. My mother found herself
frequently skirting questions surrounding
my majors. But, I was not done. I found
this great man called Daniel Engels {under
him I learnt a little bit of Sanskrit). Then, I
thought that architecture was wonderful,
especially the modernists. In my third year,
even Harvard lost its patience. | was asked
to chose a major—and, 1 finally gave up
the life of an academic wayfarer, to settle
with philosophy.

MEET UP FRIENDS,
GET YOUR LIST,
READ THE CLASSICS
AND DISCUSS.
WIIEN I MEAN
DISCUSS, 1
LITERALLY MEAN
INTERROGATE THE
BOOKS

For a brief while, | followed the norm,
hoping to complete my PhD under Isaiah
Berlin. Weeks before [ was to complete a

~ postgraduate project, I visited Chandi-

garh. Sitting on my porch, I found myself
wondering whether I wished 1o spend a
lifetime floating in that high stratosphere
of abstract thought? T got cold feet. To
assuage my parents, who had begun to
despair again, thinking that I was unem-
ployable, I answered an advertisement for
a company. [ started work as a salegman.
Like the man who came to dinner and
stayed on, | stayed in the world of busi-
ness till I was 50. In between, 1 went to
Harvard Business School.

The reason why I narrate my tale is
because I know there are a lots of stu-
dents who are like me. I want to assure
them that my background, the hotch-
potch amalgamation of humanities put
together was not a hindrance, but
immense help. What undergraduate
education in humanities helped me to
do, was think!

To not accept anything at face value.
Not even, if it was written by Plato. I was
taught to interrogate the text. This lesson
stayed with me, along with the ability to
think and write clearly. This habit is the
reason why on a Sunday, I am able to dis-
cuss an issue {economical, political, or
social) in 800 words.

The zhove 's ar excerp: of a speech given by Gurcna-
ranathe Secord Arnuzl Lecture. To read Lhe
ful, article fog in to edu-feaders.com

NU

responsib

Says Gurcharan Das at NIIT meet in Neemrana

HT Correspondent

# htraj@hindustaniimes.com

JAIPUR: "Making a hving iswhat

. our middle class insecurities

ensure we do and for that we
get an engineering, MBA and
so on. Later on in life, we get
married, have children, climb
ladders to earn more, get chil-
dren married and the cycle con-
tinuous and then we ask our-
selves: what we are for?"

That was Gurcharan Das,
author, playwright addressing
the second annual meet at NIIT
University, Neemrana.

He urged the students, "Ask
yourself, how can I live a flour-
ishing life? In Hindu mytholo-
gy- life has plural purposes,
achieving moral, spiritual and
material well-being - so how
does one go about making a life.
You can depend on your own
experience, reinvent the wheel
with your own experience but
on the other hand millions of
people have come and gone and
we can learn from them, many
of them have left behind books
to read. The books from where
we can learn from.”

Das said that true progress
can be achieved only when we
successfully marry our age-old
moral and ethical structures
with the modern education sys-
tem. "Indian society today is
‘plagued by corruption, moral

and ethical failures at all leyels. " -

The need of the hour is to nur-
ture individuals who ean

Hindustan Times
November 14, 2010

‘Need of the hour i is_

Karan Singh preents a memento to Gurcharan Das (left) at NHT University in Neemrana on Friday.
HT PHOTO

become responsible leaders in
our modern society," he said.
He said Mahabharat is an
excellent example of dharma,
though the Mahabharat is
known for all the ‘adharmas’.
He ended saying, "An act of
goodness are few things we pos-
sess as human beings and let’s
all recognise it when we seeit.”

The varsity's chairperson and .
MP Karan Singh said, "Wisdom -

starts with questions. Oursisa

dialogic civilisation, Jainism,
Buddhism and all these are dia-
logic - Buddha was asked ques-
tions everyday - that should be
the essence of students. Do not
take things at face value - ques-
tions will make the mind more
supple, leading to one’s devel-
opment."

NIIT University’s founder
Rajendra S Pawar said, "In
years to come, India will be
known for its innovation and

research. Hence, the need of the
hour is tq look at the future
requirements of the knowledge
society and establish a new
model of higher education.”

The varsity's president Raje-
ev Shorey said, "It's an honour
to be associated with NII'T Univ-
ersity in its formative years, It
is heartening to see NU gain ac-
ceptance as a new model of
higher education in such a short
period.”
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‘We have never attempted anything on this scale’

As Gujarat Get Ready To Create A New Guinness Record On December 24, World Champion Viswanathan Anand

Ahmedabad: Barely amonth
away from what could be a de-
cisivemoment in India’s chess
history world champion Vis-
wanathan Anand has a smile
on his face confident that they
(Gujarat Government, Guja-
rat State Chess Association
and NIIT) will be able to pull
this one off. On December 24,
20,000 participants will assem-
ble at Sardar Patel Stadium in
Navrangpura to play chess si-
multaneously and break Mexi-
co’s previous Guinnessrecord
with 13,446 players held in
2006. This was an idea that
bore fruit after Anand and
Gujarat chief minister Naren-
dra Modi met in 2009 and talk-
ed about ways and means to
highlight the state govern-
ment’s commitment to chess,
In a freewheeling inter-
view with TOI, Anand talked
about the preparation for the
mega event and what this
event can do to chess in the
state and the country as a
whole, He also said that Guja-
rat’s initiative to make chess
part of the school time could
be the corner stone in finding
new chess champions. The
world champion is also of the
view that easy access to the
game, like in Russia, could
give rise to a stronger set of
players inthenext2to4 years.

Excerpts:

Q. The D-Day is nearing,
how’s the progress?

We have had very good
support from the Gujarat gov-
ernment. From the initiation
stage toexecution, all of usin-
volved in the project seemed
to be fully informed of the
progress. Now that we are in
the last month of prepara-
tions, we are putting the final
arrangements inplace.

Q. If we manage to achieve
thefeat, what kind of anim-
pact will it have on chess in
Gujarat and the country as
awhole?

It will be a very important
featboth for Gujarat aswellas
for Indian chess. We have nev-
‘er attempted anything on this
scale. The scale of the event
makes it unique. Especially
that we are bringing in mas-
ters to play the simul. These
masters will carry with them
the experience of the event

and will surely share the expe-
rience intheirschools. We are
surethat this event is only the
beginning of a chess revolu-
tion in Gujarat. We look for-
ward to a long and fruitful re-
lationship with the state.

Q. What kind of a message
will this send to the chess
world?

That we have come of age
asachessnation.

Q. Since thiseventissoclose
to you, will you consider its
success as a belated birth-
day gift for yourself?

I am excited on the effect
this will have for chess. Since
we already have the NIIT
Mind Champions Academy in
Gujarat this event will pro-
videthe impetustobroad base

powerhouse like Bengal,
Tamil Nadu or Maharash-
tra, Gujarat is one state
where chess is a compulso-
ry subject in most govern-
ment schools, your com-
menton this initiative.
Making chess part of the
school time is one of the cor-
ner stones in finding new
chess champions. In coun-
tries where children have had
easy access to the game, like
in Russia you can see the ef-
fect of the sport in the
strength of its players. Defi-
nitely we will see in the next 2
to 4 years a lot of children
from the state making it inthe
zonal and national events.
The academy here conducts
regular annual events as well
as an ongoing research on the
impactof chess inschools. We

<

the initiative. I would be very
happy to see chess becominga
talking point and something
children embrace naturally
in their schools.

0. Despite not heing a chess

What has been your wife
Aruna's role in the mak-
ing of Anand the chess
champion? Does she gets
tense when you are busy
playing or preparing for
those big matches. Do

you need to calm her
 down at times?

‘She generally takes care of all
the background work so | have
to only work on my chess. She

| can be very calm during very .

| critical moments. It's very dif-
ficult to know how tense she

is, but many times she is the
one who will calm me down.

il Sometimes you justneed

=24 someone to talk to, to describe

S| you innermost albeit irrational
et fears and she is that person.

will be scientifically tracking
the data as well as the child’s
progress.

Q. Can this lead to proper
growth of chess in the state
and also rise of more GMs

Tells Ajit Bezbaruah That This Event Is Only The Beginning Of A Chess Revolution

and higher ranked players?

Making chess a movement
isimportanttous,sofromthis
talent pool if we see children
with potential, they will be
identified. I personally feel
that this is a medel structure
tofollow.

Q. Can this also have a posi-
tiveimpact on academics of
the players as chess is
knowntobeamentalgame?

The research we have con-
ducted in the states and
schools where our academies
areoperationalhave shownus
clearly that children exposed
to chess do show a marked im-
provement in academics espe-
cially mathand science, We al-
so see that definite skill sets
arebeing nurtured.

Q. Gujaratis being a busi-
ness tribe can they also find
something in chess which
will help them in their busi-
ness?

Chess is all about strategy
and so is business. A good
chess player can also become
agood businessman.

Q. Gujarat has only one GM
in Tejas Bakre despite such
initiatives, how do you rate
the next group of players
after Bakre and do you see
anyone making a big im-
pactin world chess?

The next 2 to 4 years would
be critical when we can start
seeing progress and potential.
Both the schools as well as the
initiative would work hard in
identifying talent early to en-
surethat the children doget to
move to the next level.

Q. Your mom played a big
partinshaping your career,
how do you see the role of
chess parents in today's so-
cial and scientific way of
life. Has it been marginal-
ised by any means?

Parents and teachers do
play a vital role in any child’s
development. Any talent or
potential has to be identified
by both. The parents should
encourage their children to
enjoy the challenge and the
game rather than get weighed
down by just ambition. I was
lucky that my parents never
forced me to win events. They
were happy that I was just en-
joying myself.

Youhave achieved so
much, interms of results,
awards, fame, recognition
etc, whatisitthatkeeps
champions like youand
Sachin Tendulkar go out
and do the same thing day
inand day outforsolong
and stillmaintainthe
same hunger to perform
and excel? :
Ithink theimportantthing
isto keep looking ahead. If you
start looking back and think-
ing ofall your achievements
youfind it's difficult to actually
move ahead. More than that|
take eachchallengeasanew
oneandtry to enjoy the work
thatgoeswithit.

Q. Asmallcommenton your
association with Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modiandhowitall started?
We (myself and NIIT) met
Modiji in December 2009 in
Ahmedabad. During the
meeting wediscussed a way to
highlight the state govern-
ment’s commitment to chess
and we decided that we could
doasimulonalarge scaleand
try and better the current big-
gest simul record that was
held in Mexico. Modiji imme-
diately decided that we could
work on it immediately. We
have periodically met with
him and his team and now we
are quite excited in staging
the event . We feel that this
event will provide the ideal
framework in taking chess
further in the state. The Khel
Mahakumbh will provide the
right background in staging
this unique and grand event.

Q. How do you rate him as
an administrator, a chess
lover and above all a chess
player?

He has been involved in ev-
ery aspect of the organisation
andexecution of theevent. He
shared with me his experi-
ence of visiting Azerbaijan
where chess is compulsory in
school. He was very keen on
following that example in his
state.
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NIIT job fair held

Chennai, Nov 21:

As many as 821 candidates were

benefited from the Information Tech-

nology job fair organized in Chennai

by NIIT, leading Global Talent De-

velopment Corporation and Asia's
largest IT Trainer.

A total of 3293 candidates at-
tended the job fair and 2091 inter-
views were conducted and 821 stu-
dents have been short listed at the
job fair. Group discussions among
students were orgniased at the
venue.

E Venkatesan, Deputy General

Manager, NIIT Ltd. said, “With the
rising demand for IT/ITES services,
the need of the hour-is to nurture
excetlent 1T professionals. This
platform offered by NIIT is a unique
endeavor to help students to reach
the best employers in the industry
and shape great careers in the glo-
bal IT industry.”

Global leaders like IBM, Dell,
Servion Global, Mobile Worx,
Temenos, Merril Coporation, Aspire
System, Williamslea, ADFC, Finan-
cial Software and Systems were
active participants in the NIIT job

Hindustan Times
Chandigarh
November 24, 2010

fair.NIIT Limited, has taken this int-
tiative to bridge this gap between
the companies and their prospec-
tive employees. With the return of
strong hiring outlook, industry would
be on the lookout for job-ready tal-
ent. As per NASSCOM’s latest es-
timates the industry headcount ad-
dition is expected to double this year
to touch 200,000 new employees,
leading to 2.5 million direct employ-
ment. The IT BPO exports market
is expected to grow by 13-15 per-
cent and the domestic market by
15-17 percent.

NIIT conducts placement at GGS

HT Live Correspondent

m chdlivedesk@hindustantimes.com

SAS NABGAR: NTIT on Monday vis-
ited Guru Gobind Singh College
of Modern Technology, Kharar,
for conducting a placement
drive for BTech (CSE, IT, ECE)
and MCA students, passing out
in July 2010

A total of 25 students were
shortlisted.

This placement drive was

mainly for NIIT in-house
requirement of software engi-
neers as well as for other soft-
ware companies such as Patni
Computers, Bebo Technologies,
and IDS InfoTech.

The placement drive was
inaugurated by Dr SS Bedi,
director-principal of the col-
lege.

Dr Bedi interacted with the
executives from the company
and advised the students to cash

on such opportunities.

The shortlisted students will
appear for a final interview,
scheduled to be held on
November 24.

‘The chairman of the college
Surinder Pal Singh Sachdeva
and Baljit Kaur Monga, MD
GGS-Sachdeva Group of
Colleges, congratulated the
shortlisted students and wished
them luck for all their future
endeavours.

Business Standard
New Delhi
November 1, 2010

VIRTUAL CLASSROOM
ON YOUR MOBILE

Service providers to stream content through 3G platform

KALPANA PATHAK
Mumbai

and other engineering entrance exami-

NOU), an open university which offers

nations tutorials to students through VSAT  distance learning courses signed an agree-

technology.

ment with Swedish telecom gi-

oon IIT aspirants \_vill be able NIIT on the other hand INTERACHONS ant Ericsson to provide edu-

to access [T JEE (Joint Entrance ~ said the organisation is look- WILL BE cational content using 3G mo-

Examination) coaching mate- ing at a similar arrangement bile telephony. The university

rial on their mobile phones. Six  in the future. “Definitely there  INSTANT, with over 2.5 million students

months hence, education serv- is a thought on providing STUDENTSTQ  onits rolls, had launched the

ice providers like Everonn Education and  training to students on the programme for 1,000 students

NIIT will be able to stream educational 3G platform as the world HAVE pursuing the certificate course
content through the third generation (3G) moves to a point where one INTERACTIVE in information technology.

mobile telephony using the satellite-based  can access any information According to a report by

Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT) on one’s mobile phone. We SESS'ONS CLSA Asia Pacific Markets, the

Technology and Broadband. would take to it in future,” WITH size of e-learning market in In-

“3G is ahead of all the present serv- a senior NIIT official told dia is expected to grow to 71,092

ices we use. Everonn, through its several  Business Standard. INSTRUCTORS crore by 2012 from the present

studios, will deliver classes using pre-
sentations, video, audio and digital con-
tent just like it does with VSAT where
asingle instructor can teach students
across the country without compromis-
ing on the quality of leamning,” said Kishore,
managing  director,

Everonn Education.

Last year, Del-
hi-based Indira
Gandhi Nation-
al Open Uni-
versity (IG-

105 crore.

IMAGING: DEEPAK BAKSHI

Similartoa VSAT ___.‘_,:‘,.313':'.-':
arrangement, 3G will '2"“'"“1". i i
have an instructor and ! —GOCR W T .

students, in a virtual
classroom environment
Gsing audio-video trans-
mission. Interactions
would be instant, as in
a regular classroom not
only enabling students
to have interactive ses-
sions with instructors but
also peers across the
country.

A 3G-enabled learning
platform would mean any-
where, anytime learning ac-
cessible on mobile phones.
The 3G spectrum will not
only allow stronger band-
width in remote locations but
also better video quality.

“We are working on the
per minute cost that would be
charged to the users. We have
already tied up with Airtel and
may look at more tie-ups in the
future,” said Kishore. Everonn
would also use 3G for language
training for students.

Everonn, through Toppers
Tutorial - which it acquired in
February 2008 - imparts IIT-JEE
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NIIT inducts Buch as independent director

NEW DELHI: IT trainer NIT Ltd on Wednesday announced
the appointment of Madhabi Puri Buch, Managing Director
and CEQ of ICICI Securities Ltd, as an independent non
executive director on its Board. “We welcome Buch to the
board of NIIT. Her exceptional success at a young age in the

vibrant financial sector will bring a fresh perspective to NIIT"

Chairman NIIT Rajendra S Pawar said in 2 statement. Buch
is a well-known figure in the banking and financial sector
and under her leadership, ICICl Securities has emerged as
aleading player in capital market space in the country, the
statement said. Buch has also served as the Head of global
operations of the Bank, covering transaction processing and
control for the retail, corporate, international and rural bank-
ing, it added. uw

HT Mint
New Delhi
November 4, 2010

.DUCATION

Puri Buch named NIIT
independent director
New Delhi: NIIT Ltd, a talent develop-
ment and IT training firm, on Wednes-
day appointed Madhabi Puri Buch, man-
aging director and chief executive officer
of ICICI Securities Ltd, as an indepen-
dent director on its board.

Buch is a well-known figure in the
banking and financial sector. She has
also served as the head of global opera-
tions of ICICI Bank Ltd.

“I am delighted to accept independent
directorship on the board of NIIT.” Buch
said. PRASHANT K. NANDA

-

R K Sarma, Chaian and Managing Directr of thé

Jammu Franchisee along with faculty members and students
cutting the cake during celebration of NIIT’s 29th Foundation

NIIT celebrates 29th
Foundation Day

Day.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 2: NIIT, IT
Trainer celebrated its 29th
Foundation Day in a function,
here today.

The Foundation Day of
NIIT was celebrated at all the
centers of Jammu region and
these also observed World
Computer Literacy Day.

R K Sharma, Chairman and
Managing Director of the NIIT
Jammu Franchisee in the pres-
ence of faculty members and
students celebrated the Day. He
stated that NIIT has been con-
tributing its resources for mak-
ing the people computer literate
and stand by its initial slogan

of bringing computers and peo-
ple together.

During the function, two
highly subsidized programmes
to make students computer lit-
erate and enable them to har-
ness the power of social media
like face book, twitter and use
of other internet tools were
launched.

Mr Sharma stated that pro-
grames are most suitable for
students, housewives, senior
citizens serving people and
people in educational field as it
enables them to use this won-
der machine in making their
day to day life more efficient
and easy
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Franchise Plus
National
November , 2010

EXPEDITING IT
REVOLUTION

The winner of the ‘Franchisor of the Year 2010 award for developing and
demonstrating the best business model in IT Education, NIIT is a household
name in India and a leading global IT education provider

atiorial Instinee  for  information |

Technology (NIT) &5 3 leading talent

development  corporation,  building

skilled manpewer for global industry,

Thercamipary et upin 1981, bo help the
nascent M ndustry overcome its haman resource
challenges, has today grown to be amongst world's
leading talent development companies offering
leareng <olutions to indhiduals, enterprises and
IMSINLITIONS ACPOSS 40 COUMTTIES.

NIT's training sohutions encompass five millon
leamers every year, s expertise Ino content
development, training delivery and  education
process managerment make it the most preferred
tralning partmer, waorldwide.

Reseanch-based  innovation has enabled the
organisation 10 develop programmes that use
cutting-edge Instructional design methodologies

i e

angd training defivery. it was over 25 years ago that
NOT committed itself 1o developing manpower for
india’s nascent [T sector. In doing so, it not only
picneered a brand new industry — the IT training
segment — It also feelled entrepreneurship in
the country Further strengthening WIS vislon
o developing global talent, are its  enduring
refathonships with leaders in the technology and
content space. NAT works closely with global
leaders such as Adobe, Clsco, Citrix, EMC, Intel,
Microsatt, Gracke, SAS, and Sun on their plarloms.

within a few years, NIT Gunched W5 most
Imgeessive innovation el — a path-breaking
franchisee-based business model, which earned it
the epithet of “the McDonalds of the IT training
warld™ by none other than the Far Eastem Economas
Review. Using this model, MIT transformed: mamy
voung indians lrom good lamilies, into ambiticus

entrepreneurs, focused on providing high quasity 1
training. elficienthy and profitabhby,

While MIIT's business partners emain its e
strength, the company ko provides an exdge b
its partners, partioukarly in the highly competitive
global IT training kandscape. Entregreneurs that jokr
the MIT farnily gain the advantages of the powerfu
NAT brand, which acconds instant recognition
Companies also benefit from participating in the ©
training secior, which & expecied to snowball int
an even bigpes buskness opportunity in the future

Today, using a balanced mix of knstructor-led
computer-based and web-based training, MIT B
poised to enter hitherno unexplored markets when
there 5 a demand for quality computer educalion
Thee compaiy is secking franchisees who can shan
It withon and goals and defiver on 1S promige o
“bringing peaple and computers tagether”

Shampi Venkatesh Is curremly the Head o
Dpesations and Channel, Indiidual  Leaming
Sohutions (ILS) with MIIT. She & responsible o
Business Operations af the ILS Centres acmss th
country along with Channel Development.  She
plays 4 significant role in developing and executing
growth and operational strategies to drive high
woliame business transaction and revenues far the
dhision.

With mare and more students opting for 17, K20
is theie preferred destination for guality education
Currendly, the group has a network of more thar
3,500 CENITeS ACM05s 40 nations. offering a unigue
franchise business model,

Ushesing in a new madel in higher educatior
i the not-for-profit NI University, established ir
2000 with a vision of being the leading centre ol
Innovation and l=aming in emerging aneas of the

Enowiedge Sociery, @

Indian Express
Chennai
November 29, 2010

IIT organised an IT job fair in Chennai on November 20. More than 3,000 students
attended it. Around 800 students were shortlisted by companies like IBM, Dell,
Servion Global, Mobile Worx, Temenos, Merril Coporation, Aspire System, Williamslea,

ADFC, Financial Software and Systems &
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NIIT organizes seminar

on finance,

Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU, Dec 16: The NIIT

Jorganised
iseminar on
Career
" Opportunities
tin  Finance
n d
Accounting
S dand launched
its new diploma course in Tally
9 ERP, here today.

Harish Rajput, Regional
Head of the Tally Solution
Private Limited, was the
resource person, who launched
the programme on the occasion.
While addressing, he stated that
lot of opportunities have been

accounting

existing for young undergradu-
ates in the field of computer-
ized accounting based Tally
software. He discussed at
length various job profiles
available after qualifying pro-
grammes on Tally.

Rahul Sharma, Director,
Jammu  NIIT  Franchisee
Company, stated that NIIT has
already established its creden-
tials, operating in Jammu for the
last nearly two decades and pro-
viding diploma programmes for
IT related job/skill development
which were conducted from
time-to-time. He also thanked
Harish Rajput for awakening
students on the occasion.

Hindu Business Line
New Delhi
December 8, 2010

NIIT signs pact with Salesforce.com

New Delhi, Dec. 7

IIT Ltd, Asia’s largest I'T trainer, has signed an

agreement with enterprise cloud computing
company Salesforce.com to offer training programmes on
Salesforce.com CRM Management and Force.com. “NIIT
will now become Salesforce’s authorised training reseller
across India to promote, sell and deliver these courses
from Salesforce. The company will offer training
programmes in Salesforce CRM for administrators,
developers, and consultants and to the working
professionals and freshers as well,” an NIIT statement
said. The programme, developed and managed by
Salesforce.com, is aimed at equipping professionals with
cloud computing technologies. The programme will train
professionals and freshers to implement and manage
Salesforce products. - Our Bureau

Hindu Business Line
Hyderabad
December 8, 2010

NIIT forges alliance with Salesforce.com

NEW DELHI: NIIT has signed an authorised training reseller
agreement with Salesforce.com, the enterprise cloud
computing company and leader in customer relationship
management. Under this agreement, NIIT will offer
training programme on Salesforce.com CRM
Management and Force.com.
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Ahmedabad all set to
checkmate Mexico

Lady Adjudicator From Guinness Book
Arriving In City From London Today

Ajit Bezbaruah | TNN -

Ahmedabad: With less than
48 hours to go for the mega
event on December 24 when
20,000 players will gather at
the GMDC ground here to play
chess, and in the process,
checkmate -Mexico's Guin-
nessworld record of thelarge-
st number of chess players

the Guinness Book has al-
ready started from London.
“We can’'t divulge the
name of the adjudicator now
butyesitistruethatsheisala-
dy and is coming from Lon-
don,” said a source closely as-
sociated with the event.
Participants from distant
places like Saurashtra, Surat
and Nadiad are arriving on

arbitrors, one technical offi-
cial and one computer con-
trollerwhowill keeptabof the
results.

“Wehavealready forwarded
the guidelinestothe organizers
some four-five months ago and
are here to guide them to suc-
cessfully stage the event,” a
consultant of a private firm
which is working closely with

The Times of India
Ahmedabad
December 25, 2010

TQ!

20480 chess players create Guinness record

A'bad Checkmates
Mexico’s Count In
Massive Mobilisation

Ajit Bezbaruah | TNN

Ahmedabad: December 24 holds a
special place in Viswanathan
Anand’s life — he had won his first
world championship on this day in
2000 beating Alexi Shirov in Tehran.

On Friday, the chess champion
also anchored Ahmedabad to a new
Guinness record — where the high-
est number of chess players con-
gregated to play the game.

A smiling Anand who rang the
bell to start the proceedings, and was
in the thick of things all through the

mega event, was visibly thrilled to

MEGA MOVE: The record-breaking chess event at GMDC ground on Friday

see Ahmedabad create the new gether to play chess against 1,024

record. In all 20,480 players got to-

masters and break Mexico’s existing

record of 13,446 players created in
2006. There was a thunderous roar
of approval from the crowd when
Guinness adjudicator Tarika Wala
announced that Ahmedabad holds
the new record. She also applauded
the fact that there were 140 blind play-
ers in the line-up.

“One can't imagine how incredi-
bly proud I am today. I have never
been involved in something so big
and I am thrilled to be part of this
event today. This event will be as close
to my heart as all my world champi-
onship titles. It is a very important
day in my life,” said Anand. Chief
minister Narendra Modi, who helped
facilitate the world record-breaking
event, thanked all the participants.

» Checkmate: Ahmedabad blitzes
into record books, P 22

Hindustan Times
New Delhi
December 25, 2010
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Oneofthem

akeshift halls for the world record-breaking chess event at GMDC ground in Ahmedabad

playing the game together at
the same time.

El Zocalo, Mexico City's
central square, holds the re-
cord with 13,446 players as-
sembling to play chess on Oc-
tober 21, 2006. Former world
champion Anatoly Karpev
wastheguestof honourthen.
It will be current world
champion = Viswanathan
Anandhere.

For more than 10 months

Thursday. The venue is get-
tinglast-minute attentionand
officials are busy arranging
for the visitors accommoda-
tion etc. Gujarat’s only grand-

RECORD MOVE _

master Tejas Bakre will also
take part in the event and Pra-
vin Thipsay will be keeping
Anand company.

now, Gujarat State Chess As=— That day will see 1000 mas-

sociation (GSCA), NIIT and
the Gujarat government have
been working together to
make this event a success.
And now everything is in
place. Alady adjudicator from

ters play simultaneously
against 20,000 participants
(one master against 20), divid-
ed in 64 squares with 320 par-
ticipants in one square where
there will be 16 masters, three

the organizers said on condi-
tion on anonymity.

“There are some basic
points in the guidelines
which needs to be adhered,
like the duration of play—all
matches should be complete
withintwohoursand manda-
tory numbers of masters, ar-
bitrors and technical offi-
cials who should be part of
the event. More importantly
80 per cent of the matches
have to be complete for the
event to be registered in the
Guinness Book,” the consult-
antadded.

The event is scheduled to
start at 2 O’clock on Friday af-
ternoon.

Ahmedabad sets Guinness mark in chess

Mahesh Langa

= sportsdesk®hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The sprawling
grounds at the Gujarat
University in Ahmedabad
looked like one giant chess
board with as many as
20,480 players packed into
the area divided into 64
huge squatres on Friday.
The end result was an entry
into the Guinness Book of
World Records for most
number of chess games
played simultaneously at a
single venue.

The festive atmosphere at
the venue was boosted by
the presence of world cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand,
who oversaw Ahmedabad
break the previous record,
set in 2004 involving 13,446
players in Mexico City.
Around 140 visually chal-
lenged players also took part
in the record-breaking
effort.

Anand was delighted: “It is
no doubt one of the best
days of my life,” he said. “I've
never seen a chess event of
this scale. I am sure we will

= Viswanathan Anand makes a
move hera. HT PHOTO

produce many more world
masters now.”

The special representative
from the Guinness Book of

World Records, Tarika Vara,
said at the conclusion that it
was indeed a record.

“T am truly amazed with the
talent and turnout here. It is
a great pleasure to
announce that 20,480 played
chess at this place simulta-
neously, and have created a
new world record,” she
announced.

Anand later played simulta-
neous chess against 64 play-
ers, including film star
Paresh Rawal and theatre
personality Mohan Joshi to
wrap up the event.




Vijay K.
Thadani, CEO,
NIIT & Founder,
NIIT University
shareshow IT

is helping

NIIT meetits
rural goals.

Real CIO World
October 15, 2010

I'T’s Rural
Reach

BY SMEHA JHA

1981 was a mixed vear. It saw the hirth of the IBM PC and it was also

when India witnessed rampant unemployment. The country had six lakh
unemploved graduates and newspapers were filled with stories of how
men with master's degrees worked as bus conductors for a lack of choice,

India's nascent IT industry promised to change that if only it could find
the skills it needed. That demand led to the birth of NITT. Tt soon establishec
itsell as a pioneer in the global talent development industry. Not only has
the organization enhanced the employability of millions across the world,
it has brought the marginal into the mainstream. In this interview, Vijay K.

Thadani, CEQ, NIIT, talks about that journey and NITT's rural push.

VIEW FROM THE TOP is a series of
interviews with CEOs and other C-level
executives about the role of IT in their
companies and what they expect from
their C10s.

CIO: NlIT's mission is
to bring people and
computers together
successfully. What's the
last 29 years been like?
Aulding the word
“‘successiully” to our mission statement
was one of the best decisions we ever took
because it gave us a new lens o look at
the larger picture, It made ws realize that
our mission was not bringing people
and computers together just for the sake
of bringing them together, but to make
sure that people benefit from the wse of
computers. We wanted to make every
Indian computer-literate. Then in the S0s

we sat dovwn and asked ourselves: “Why
only make every Indian literate? Why not
the whole world?”

How have you done that?
Leamgrive youacouplealinstancesofl NITT s
experiments with our minimally invagive
education approach and our involvernent in
rural India. By design our approach is very
inclusive, whiich means that we deliver value
at every level of affordability and every point
of infrastructure availability—or lack of it.
Our Hole in the Wall initiative was a great
experiment of reaching the “unreached’, all
those children who do not make it to schools.
They live below the poverty line and do
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VIJAY K. THADANI
EXPECTS I.T. TO: &

i+ Build scale seamlessly and
cost effectivaly

++ Deliver loarning uniformly
and innovatively

*: Help opan newer
geographies
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A’bad checkmates Mexico City

hmedabad created a new Guinness record on December 24 when 20,480 people

played chess against 1,024 masters to break Mexico City’s record of 13,446 players,
created in 2006. A pet project of Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi, NIIT and Gujarat
State Chess Association it took them almost 10 months to get the players together. “One
can't imagine how incredibly proud | am today. This event will be as close to my heart as
all my world championship titles,” said world champion Vishwanathan Anand, who was
present at the GMDC ground to witness the effort.

Assam Tribune
Guwahati
December, 2010

Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit after conferring life time achievement awards fo eminent
painter Ram Kumar and grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand, in New Delhi on Tuesday. — UNI
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SECOND ANNUAL LECTURE

The not-for-profit NIIT University hosted the second annual lecture by
Karan Singh, chairperson, NIIT University and Member of Parliament, at
the NIIT University campus in Neemrana on November 13. Singh said that
the modern education system should be inter-disciplinary in approach so
that students are not only exposed to the latest technology, but also get a
glimpse of India’s rich, pluralistic, multi-faceted spiritual and intellectual
heritage. Gurcharan Das, acclaimed author, addressed the audience on ‘The
Importance of Being Humane.’ Rajendra S Pawar, founder, NIIT University
and chairman, NIIT Limited, Rajeev Shorey, president, NIIT University, and
other eminent guests were also present on the occasion.

Asian Age
Mumbai
December 25, 2010

Gr 1|1 dimaster Viswanathan Anand makes a move against one of his opponents in

th varnim Chess Ma 2010 in Ahmedabad on Friday. Over 20,000 players
created a new Guinness world record by taking part in the event. PHOTO: FTI

Ahmedabad Mirror
Ahmedabad
December 24, 2010

DAY OF RECKONING

s ﬁrh_.n' Ak

Led by world champions Viswanathan Anand, 20,000 players to play chess
simultaneously with 16 masters at GMDC ground today to set a world record

AHMEDABAD MIRROR BUREAU

istoric achievement by
Gujarati sportsmen are
few and far between. But

the GMDC ground in

Ahmedabad is all set to witness a
record being set on Friday.

Twenty thousand people will

assemble at the ground and play .

chess in an attempt to create a

Guinness world record in chess of -

the largest number of players
playing the game simultaneously

at one'venue.

The current record is held by
Mexico City. They set a new
record. for simultaneous chess
games in December 2006 when
13,446 players faced off at the
same time in & vast Spanish colo-
nial square at the heart of the for-
mer Aztec empire.

The initiative to set a record in
chess was taken by none other
than Chief Minister- Narendra
Modi almost a year back. Ever
since, the government machinery,

the Gujarat State Chess Associa-
tion and NIIT have been working
hand in hand to make the event a
success.

The record breaking event will
be led by world chess champion
Viswanathan Anand, who will
play with 50 players.

The ground has been divided
into eight squares. Each square
will have 320 players and 16 mas-
ters. One master will play with 20
players. Eighty per cent of the
matches have to be completed in

a span of two hours for the record
to be notified in the Guiness
Book. An adjudicator from the
Guinness Book has already arrived
in the city from London and she
will confirm the record s and
when the games are over.

“All arrangements are in place.
We are really hopeful that by Friday
evening the grand chess event at
GMDC ground will find its name in
Guinness Book of Records,” said
Mayur Patel, secretary Guijarat State
Chess Association.
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Guiness record move: Let the games begin

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: “Everythingisin place. Wehave
left no stone unturned in trying to make this

event a success. Now we can just pray thatno-

untoward incident mars theday,” a consultant
of from private firm which is working closely
with the organizers said on condition on ano-
nymity.

‘What more for preparation when one finds’

the cooks at work from Thursday evening on-
wards in preparation for Friday’s breakfast,
lunch and dinner for the participants and

guests. More than 700 volunteers and 600 sec- .

tor supervisor will be on duty to monitor each
and every squares on the “chess board” that
hasbeen created on the GMDC ground.

““We have tried to take into account every
detailsstartingfrom the playersarrival, where
they will sit, where they will collect their lunch
coupon, where they will eat and which way
they will proceed once the game is over. We

havealsokept 200 masters on standby in case of*

any emergency,” the consultant added. .
“No one can even imagine that this was

. that barren GMDC ground here till yesterday.

"

We acttuially saw a picture of Mexico taken
from a helicopter where they have created a
similar setting. We went one step ahead in giv-
ing similar coloured clothings to the partici-
pants as well. So all participants in the white
block will be wearing white caps and white T-

shirt and same goes for the black block as -
~well,” anofficial said. ‘

Participants are expected to stream in
from 7am in themornihg and registration will
startfrom 9 am onwards. The actual event will
get under way at 2 pm and it should be over

-~within two hours in Keeping with Guinness

guidelines. The lady adjudicator from Lon-

don’s Guinness office isscheduled tomake the

announcement at the completion of the event.
" Keepallfingers crossed.

Amdavad’s Campaign To Enter Record Book Reaches Its Crescendo At GMDC Ground Today
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CHEQUERED FUTURE: Thetables to accnmﬂdate 20,000 chess players arranged in the 64 squares of the chess bfzard at GMDC ground
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