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NIIT moulds future entrepreneurs
By Kgotspfalang Botsang

GABORONE - Business 
studies should instill a sense 
of entrepreneurship in the 
mi nds of those studying 
it, Assistant Minister of 
Education, Mr Peter Siele has 
said. 

He was speaking at NIIT 
graduation ceremony in 
Gaborone on Friday. He said 
the graduants must learn 
that acquisition of tertiary 
education is not meant to 
prepare them for employment 
by another person or 
corporate or civil service. 
He added, that graduants 
must aspire to start their own 
business ventures. 

Business studies should 
therefore instill a sense 
of entrepreneurship in the 
minds of the graduates. It 

should arouse the business 
man spirit that lies untapped 
in them and reaffirm in 
them their conscious resolve 
to control a portion of the 
business climate of this 
country, he said. 

He commended NIIT for 
their contribution towards 
provision of Information 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) training. 

Mr Peter Siele commended 
the NIIT for providing ICT 
training at a time when the 
country had to embrace the 
changes brought about by the 
IT age. 

He also commended the 
Institution for having been 
among some of the private 
institutions offering tertiary 
education even at a time 
when government was not 
sponsoring students in private 

institutions. 
Around 200 graduants 

were awarded their 
Professional Diplomas in 
Information Technology 
and the Honours Diploma 
in Applied Management and 
Business Skills. 

Mr Siele also commended 
the 10 year old institution for 
having 65 per cent of staff 
members as locals, adding 
that it was in line with the 
localization and training 
policy. 

Congratulating the 
graduants he said it was 
important that the institution 
produces graduates that are 
globally competitive, adding 
the graduate should not only 
be somebody with technical 
skills but a well rounded 
person with the right attitude 
towards work. 

He called on the 
management to meaningfully 
engage with students and 
promote bodies such ass 
the Student representative 
Council, to expose them to 
issues of governance and 
develop their leadership 
skills. 

I wish to encourage 
effective communication 
between the students and 
institution leadership to 
avert potential acrimonious 
relations that have recently 
characterized the learning 
institutions around the 
country, he said. 

He told the graduants 
that the ceremony marked 
the beginning of a long 
life journey, which was 
sometimes punctuated with 
uncertainties, competition, 
disappointments as well as 

success stories. 
For his part the Chairman 

and Co-founder of NIIT Mr 
Rajendra Pawar said students 
could make a big difference 
in their country by making 
their dreams come true. 

To achieve that he said 
students should continue 
learning new subjects, and 
think constructively. Think 
with great passion, keep your 
mind sharp and clear, said 
Mr Pawar to the graduants. 
He said the first step in life 
is for students to dream what 
they want to become, adding 
that they should be ambitious 
and dream big.

http://www.gov.bw/cgi-bin/news.cgi?d=20080317&i=NIIT_moulds_future_entrepreneurs
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A New Wrinkle on Promoting Innovation

Posted by: Steve Hamm on March 07 

NIIT Technologies is one of those second-tier Indian tech services companies that we don’t talk 
about much in the United States. But when I met recently with its chairman, Rajendra Pawar, he told 
me about a management program they’re running that could be a model for other companies—no 
matter the industry or home country. Like other Indian outsourcers, NIIT focuses a lot on quality 
improvements and business processes. It ran conventional quality improvement programs in the 
1990s, and then came up with an individual quality program—where people applied Six Sigma 
principles to themselves, spotted defects in how they worked, and went through root cause analysis 
methods to eliminate the defects. For the past three years, the company’s management has been 
preparing a new wave of changes, which Pawar calls the Personal Innovation Initiative. It’s just 
launching now. The idea is that in order to have an innovative company, he needs to create a culture 
of innovation and innovative individuals.

The program consists of a workflow system for coming up with creative ideas and getting support to 
get them implemented, tools such as de Bono Consulting's innovation training programs, and a little 
ever-present leather bound booklet in which they'll keep track of their progress. The message of the 
program is simple. They're supposed to ask themselves, "Why not?" whenever they encounter a 
problem or limitation. Rather than just putting up with things as they are, the employees are 
supposed to come up with creative ways of changing things. As you can expect, there will be metrics 
of personal progress. But Pawar doesn't want to over-measure things. The main stimulus is supposed 
to be creating role models and giving people rewards. "When you keep asking, 'Why not? Why not?' 
it's transformational,” says Pawar. "If individuals start doing this, institutional change is a 
consequence." He's starting with pilots in four deliver centers--about 10% of his workforce. 

The program seems kind of gimmicky, especially the little book. But these kinds of inspirational 
behavior-modifying programs have served the Indian outsourcing leaders well over the years. And 
remember Thomas Watson Sr.'s "Think" motto at IBM. It served as a constant reminder of what the 
company's business depended on. So I'm curious about how this program will work out. 

TrackBack URL for this entry: http://blogs.businessweek.com/mt/mt-tb.cgi/ 9482.1438712341 
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SA on track to accelerate IT delivery

March 15, 2008, 18:15

President Thabo Mbeki's International
Advisory Council on information technology is
confident that the country is on track to
accelerate IT delivery. The President met his
council in Tswhane today to talk about IT
matters.

The time was used to reflect on achievements.
Government has been heavily criticised for not
delivering fast enough on the countries IT
needs, but the council says the countries
policies are clearer now.

"We are feeling confident that now we can
inter- connect those various policies and start
seeing the outcomes," says the NIIT

Chairman, Rajendra Pawar.

Vice President of Microsoft International, Ali Faramawy, says: "In terms of confidence of
how we go forward ... whether things will never get better, the answer is yes, it is a simple
yes because there is a willingness and the intentions are there."

Government will now set up various committees to monitor implementation of IT policies.
With South Africa hosting the 2010 world cup, it has been thrust into a unique and enviable
position.

In just a few short years, it seems set to catch up with the rest of the world and with that,
bringing down the cost of doing business. The government will however have to keep its
eye on rural communities to avoid widening the digital gap.
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The Chinese Will Learn Computers from NIIT
By Pankaj Maru
Mumbai, Apr 8, 2008 

Recently, NIIT has signed a memorandum

of understanding (MoU) with the Wuxi 

Municipal Government, to set up IT training

centers that will teach computer programs 

to the locals. Under the MoU, NIIT and 

Wuxi Government will work together, to 

develop a talent pool to cater to the 

demand of IT industy in China.  

G. Raghavan, president (Individual Learning Solutions) of NIIT and Yang Weize, general 

secretary of Wuxi Municipal Government had signed the MoU, during the 'Wuxi-Bangalore 

Business Seminar on Service Cooperation.'  

The Wuxi Municipal Government has designated Raghavan as 'chief consultant' for the city. 

Under this role, Raghavan will help the local government to set up IT infrastructure that can 

promote the local talent pool.  

"We are committed to develop 

Wuxi as the leading outsourcing 

centre in China. We are delighted 

to find a partner like NIIT to 

support us in this mission. NIIT's 

long presence in China and their 

pioneering experience in India will 

help us in developing a large pool 

of IT human resources in Wuxi," 

said Weize, party general 

secretary of Wuxi.

According to Raghavan, the tie-up 

with Wuxi Government is a 

significant enhancement of NIIT's decade long commitment to develop IT talent in the fast 

growing Chinese market.  

"I am honored by the faith reposed by this appointment. It is indeed an acknowledgement of 

NIIT's global experience, and its applicability in China in the field of IT talent development," 

he said.  

http://www.cxotoday.com/India/News/The_Chinese_Will _Learn_Computers_from_NI...
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With the objective to add 

more value to our content 

and provide deeper insight 

on contemporary tech 

trends, CXOtoday has 

formed an Advisory Board. 

The Board comprises 

eminent experts 

representing diverse 

market areas. Meet them 

here... More...
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of the world, IDC reports 

the PC market in Asia 
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In addition, NIIT has also signed another MoU with Wuxi New District for educational 

purposes. Under these partnerships, the NIIT will offer IT education and training as per the 

industry needs, and Wuxi Government will promote its IT educational policies at all levels of 

administration.  

About relationship between the two countries in the IT field, Raghavan said, "Leading Asian 

economies, India and China can come together, and use their strengths innovatively in the 

area of developing talent for the global knowledge economy."  

"In 1997, NIIT ventured into China, through an association with the Municipal Education Arm

of Pudong. A decade back, it was not easy for an Indian company to scale the Great Wall of 

China, and enter its vast education market," said Prakash Menon, president of NIIT China. 

"But the fact that the Chinese government was aware of our credentials helped. NIIT made a

quiet entry into China, and began operations by understanding its education market, and the

ways in which it could be addressed," added Menon.  

Wuxi city, also called 'Liangxi' is an emerging economic center of China, situated in Jiangsu 

Province. The city is 128 kms away from Shanghai, and closely follows the foot steps of the 

former in the fields of business and commercial activities. Also, the city has earned the 

reputation as 'Mini Shanghai,' because of the silicon and solar cell manufacturing industries. 

NIIT is offering IT educational services and trainings in China for the past 1 decade. About 

129 local universities and colleges have tied-up with NIIT for the IT training programmes. 

More than 170 centers have been setup across 23 provinces, and about 50,000 local people

have been trained by NIIT so far.  

Related Links:  
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