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Seen here: Vishy interacting with the school children and dignitaries during his visit to Chennai, Pune, Guwahati, Jaipur and Delhi
for NIIT MindChampions Academy- Chess Master 2008.




NIIT MindChampions Academy
Chess Master 2008 winners felicitated by World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand

- Bhakti Juikar from Mumbai adjudged as the winner and Tejas Arora from Amritsar and Tonsen Mongwang from
Dibrugarh, Assam declared as first and second runner up

New Delhi, January 17, 2009: NIIT MindChampions Academy-Chess Master 2008, a joint initiative of NIIT, a leading
Global Talent Development Corporation and Asia’s No. 1 Trainer and World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand, witnessed
a grand closing. Sh. Jyotiraditya Scindia, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Communications and IT, Govt of India, joined
World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand, Mr. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, NIIT Ltd., Padma
Bhushan, Dr. (Mrs.) Shayama Chona, Principal, DPS, R K Puram and Mr. Ashok Chandra, Chairman, DPS Society, as the
Chief Guest to give away prizes to the winners in a glittering ceremony held in the Capital.

The winner trophy of NIIT MindChampions Academy- Chess Master 2008 was bagged by Bhakti Juikar, a student from I E
S V.N Sule School, Mumbai. While Tejas Arora, a student from Springdale Senior Secondary School, Amritsar, Punjab was
adjudged as the 1st Runner-Up, Tonsen Mongwang, from Joypore H S School, Dibrugarh, Assam was announced as the 2nd
Runner-Up for the national level chess contest.

At the award ceremony, Karthikeyan Murali, the International Fide Rated Player with the rating of 1780, was also honoured.
Karthikeyan Murali, the State Champion during the year 2008 in the Under-11 age category was sponsored by the
MindChampions Academy for the All India Chess Finals at Ahmedabad in August 2008 and other competitions to improve
his FIDE rating. Currently, he stands 40th out of the 210 participant at the national level.

Sh. Jyotiraditya Scindia, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Communications and IT, recognized the commendable
performance of the young MindChampions in the game of Chess and encouraged them to continue to exhibit the same zeal
and brilliance. He said that the budding talent needs to be mentored and guided and that NIIT MindChampions Academy is
offering the aspiring young Chess players a perfect platform to learn and grow.

According to Mr. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, NIIT Ltd., “Chess improves academics and mental development. The NIIT
MindChampions Academy will popularize Chess in India’s Schools.”

The nationwide chess contest witnessed widespread participation by over 2,00,000 students from over 3400 Government and
Private Schools spread across 24 states and Union Territories. The record participation was made possible due to matches
being played over the internet from district level onwards across the nation. This allowed schools even from the remote areas
where NIIT has been working with state government schools as well as private schools to educate and train the kids in use
of ICT, to enroll for Chess Master 2008.

The grand finale of MindChampions Academy Chess Master 2008 saw winners from North, East, West and South zones
vying for the National Level Honour of Chess Master 2008. The winners from the four zones also got an opportunity to play
simultaneous Chess with the World Chess Champion, Viswanathan Anand.

Felicitating the winners of NIIT MindChampions Academy- Chess Master 2008, Viswanathan Anand said, “It is a proud
feeling to see these young children actively take part in NIIT MindChampions Academy-Chess Master 2008. I congratulate
the winners and wish them a bright future ahead.”

“I am confident that the excellence and determination that these young children have displayed will help them perform well
in academics as well. It is heartening to see that NIIT MindChampions Academy has reached huge number of children
across the country to initiate them into the game of Chess,” he added.

Launched in 2002 with an objective of initiating students into the world of Chess, NIIT Mind Champions Academy has today
fostered nearly 6351 chess clubs with more than 7,45,000 students cumulatively since inception, as its members in schools
where NIIT offers computer education. World Chess Champion Vishwanathan Anand has personally travelled to Agartala,
Guwabhati, Raipur, Patna, Hyderabad, Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai and other cities across India, spreading the message
and motivating the school students to start playing. NII'T MindChampions Academy conducts an Annual Chess Tournament,
known as Chess Master for these school children across 16 states in the NIIT network. Chess Master 2008 was flagged off
by NIIT Mind Champion Viswanathan Anand in New Delhi and simultaneously in 11 other cities through NIIT Imperia’s
Synchronous Learning Technology in May last year.



Never quit school: Anand

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: In 1987 V. Anand be-
came the first Grand Master
(GM) of chess in Asia. Today,
there are 18 GMs in India
alone. Indeed, chess is at-
tracting more and more young
blood and attaining a GM title
before turning 16 isn’t ex-
traordinary anymore.

Amidst this rosy picture are
many players in India who are
a rung below GM level. Some
jobless and some who have cho-
sen soft academic options vul-
nerable to the future unknown
— if a GM title, job and spon-
sorship don’t materialise.

Anand, though quells such
fears. “The scene is not that bad.
The system is stable with many
players having jobs,” said the
39-year-old World champion
Anand at Nehru memorial hall
on Tuesday. He was speaking af-
ter the award ceremony of NIIT
MindChampions Academy.

“In any sport, there is a cut
off between when you make it
and when you don’t,” said
Anand. “When you decide ona
career, apart from the game you
have to ask yourself whether
you like the lifestyle. It's a per-
sonal decision. I would advise

people to keep their options
open till they are 20 or so. And
never quit school (for chess).”

On sports ministry’s decision
to allow only Indian passport
holders to represent the
country...

“It’s amazing how many
phone calls I have got asking if
1 can play for India now. In fact,
I have never held a Spanish
passport so I don’t know how
people think that. What the In-
dian government has decided
is a common enough rule. I have
seen it in quite a few countries.
If the govt is going to announce
such a rule, probably it should
be announced a year in advance
so people who want to make a
choice have time on hand.”

On whether chess will lose out
to the might of other sports at
Olympics...

“The Olympics have al-
ready got pretty unmanage-
able. And there are many oth-
er sports on the sidelines (wait-
ing for inclusion in Olympics).
And then Ivanchuk has.... (re-
ferring to doping controversy
at the chess Olympiad) ... there
are other issues as well. It will
be good if chess gets into the

. - - n
‘Reaching numbers is gratifying’

During the function which lasted for mone than two hours
Anand also played simul chess against six players from the
academy. "Board No. 2 (Om Sabnis) and No. 4 (Bhakti uikar) had
excellent positions. | have noticed that over the last few years the
leved i going up consistently,” sald Anand,

Anand said his venture is poing places and has reached
remote areas in Assam, Chattisgarh and Tripura. “Chess belongs
to schools. We have to go to those parts of India where chess
doesn’t have strong roots. These numbers — 2.5 million students
and 6,000 schools — are gratifying,™ he said, “Everyone wants to
leawve & legacy. In my case that legacy would be this academy,”

World Mo, 2 Anand would attend more such functions in
Guwahati, Jaipur and Delhi before going back to Europe and
prepare for Lianres Super GM event.
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V. Anand hands over West Zone winner award to Bhakti Juikar of
Mumbai at Nehru memorial hall on Tuesday. Anand (right) was
also felicitated by Pune District Chess Association in traditional
style. He said later: “| would advise people to keep their career
options open till they are 20 years or so”

Games. But then, even if it is

included, it will happen only |

after seven-eight years. So, it’s
along way off.”

On whether it's easier for
communist countries to
produce sporting champions
“I don’t know many com-
munist countries anymore!
But clearly, Russia and China
do something very special.
Still, it’s not a communist/cap-
italist thing. It simply boils
down to facilities... whether
sporting culture is there and
children are encouraged.”

On whether the gap between
world No. 1 and No. 10 is
reduced because of
Kasparov's retirement

“It was happening anyway. Kas-
parov’s peak was in 2002. Since
then he wasn’t dominating quite

the same way.. a great player
no doubt... but this new wave of
Karjakin, Carlsen and others
was starting to come in. I don’t
think it was entirely connected
to Kasparov’s retirement.”

On life at the top

“In 2001 when I had this bad
patch, I lost around 50 points
and I went from world No. 2 to
world No. 3. Last September, I
lost 16 points and went from
No. 1 to No. 6. It just goes to
show the intense fight at the
top. People may change places
but the trend is dominant and
the gap has got thinner.”

On the inflation of Elo rating
“I'm personally worried
about the inflation of the ru-
pee! On a serious note, this in-
flation in rating is quite nor-
mal. Probably, Elo 2850 today is

Mandar Deshpande

-

of the same strength as 2750
twenty years back.”

On whom would he prefer in
the World championship final.
Topalov or Kamsky...

“I always end up getting
the other guy. I prefer not
to comment.”
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That's how you do it

Chess Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand plays with more than a dozen schoolchildren at the NIIT Mind Champions Academy-Chess Master, 2008
Award ceremony, held at the Delhi Public School, R K Puram, on Saturday. Photo by Tashi Tobgyal

The Hindu
New Delhi
Januay 18, 2009

A date with the Grandmaster

“HELLO, SIR": World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand enjoying a session of
simultaneous games with children who won the NIIT Mind Champions’ Academy -- Chess
Master 2008 in Delhi on Saturday. PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM
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When ‘humbled’ Anand meets his foe
Greets Vikram Singh Who Beat The World Champlon Many Years Ago

Avinash Kalla | ™~NN

Jaipur: When someone asked
Viswanathan Anand while
seeking his autograph, if he
remembers that a local lad de-
feated him many years back
when he played on 35 boards
simultaneously, Vishy winked
and said, “Hope you are not
the guy” But when someone
from the crowd introduced
Vikram Singh, who managed
to beat him, Vishy was more
than gracious.

Recollecting the incident,
he greeted Vikram, asked
about his well being, wished
him luck and moving ahead
he said, “A defeat in any game
is hard to swallow, but I still
remember him emerging win-
ner then.” .

His act floored onlookers
who couldn’t believe what
they saw, and though that loss
didn’t make any difference to
Anand, but it did shape up
Vikram’s career and helped
him secure a job through
sports quota.

“It’s the biggest achieve-
ment in my CV,” says Vikram,
who feels that the win helped
him in getting a job with the
small scale industries.

In the town to felicitate
young chess players, Vishy
was game for anything that
the kids wanted. Be it a rap-

Bhagirath

WIMG M THE MOVE: Viswanathan Anand playing with 15 k;ds sumultaneously at a school on Friday

id fire session of questions,
playing with 15 of them si-
multaneously, posing for in-
numerable photo requests or
signing autographs, the
grandmaster did it all with
élan that he displays on the
64 squares.

The kids were well pre-
pared, from sports related
questions to personal queries,
business bearings of chess
and even philosophical vol-
leys they threw all sorts of
questions at him and the
grandmaster didn’t disap-

point. In a layman’s word, he
explained the difference be-
tween being an international
master and a grand master;
shared his meeting with his
icon, the legendary Bobby
Fisher roaming in a car
around Reykjavik, capital of

Iceland, as Bobby was finicky
about meeting people at his
residence.

He was amazed when
someone asked him about his
unbeatable win record on De-
cember 11, his birthday. Re-
sponding to it, he said, “Yes.
Thaven't lost on my Birthdays
and at times have been plain
lucky. In 2000, I was on the
brink of losing the winning
streak, but my opponent
failed to capitalize.”

The chess ace feels despite
the game having its origin in
India, it will take us at leasta
decade to come close to Rus-
sia, which dominates the
game.

“The only way to produce
more champions is by taking
the sport to the grassroots lev-
el in smaller towns and iden-
tifying the talent that lies un-
explored,” says Anand.

When asked why he’s
choosy about endorsements
and has stayed with only one
IT brand before recently sign-
ing for his second endorse-
ment. “I am hot comfortable
endorsing multiple brands as
it demands a lot of time,
which I can’t afford. I feel for
professionals sports should
come first and everything else
later,” said Anand.

Hope other sporting icons
are listening?
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Chess helps solve
ishy

problems:

Syed Intishab All. Jaipur

The chess grandmaster
who seldom failed to
checkmate his adversaries,
Viswanathan Anand on
Friday defended himself
against accusations of ac-
quiring a Spanish citizen-
ship. “How can people
think I'm Spanish? I have
an Indian passport,” said
Anand, showing his pass-
port when asked why he
spends more time in Spain
than in his home country.
The three-time world
champion, who was in
Jaipur to encourage the
young minds to take up
chess, felicitated the win-
ners of the north zone fi-
nals of the NIIT Mind
Champions  Academy-
Chess Master 2008 at the
Step By Step School.
Talking to DNA, Anand
said now he has taken up
the job to churn out more
professional chess players
from India. “People talk
about chess as a spectators’
game. But chess, like any
other game, is difficult to
follow when you don’t
know the rules. Even if the
children learn the rules,
they would become good
spectators. That will defi-
nitely benefit the game.”
Elaborating more on at-
tracting people towards the

Viswanathan Anand in Jaipur on Friday —santosh Sharma.DNA

mind game, he said, “Like
Twenty20 cricket, chess
has a shorter version of
rapid and bullet chess. “We
have made chess slightly
shorter. Rapid chess has a
time limit of one hour,

which is more interesting
for the spectators than the
conventional chess of sev-
en hours.”

The world champion
has not only inspired for-
mer Indian TurN TO P6

Chess helps solve...

skipper Saurav Ganguly, but has t_>e-
come a role model of the Pink City
students. In an interactive session
with students, Anand said, “Chgss
helps in developing critical thinking
and solving problems.” When asked
about Ganguly’s comment that
“Anand is a role model for team In-
dia”, he said, “I feel honoured. It is a
great compliment and it cannot get
better coming from a cricketer like
Ganguly.” The master of the chess-
board doesn’t confine himself to the
game. Though he wishes that qhess
would become as pcpular as cricket
in India, he expressed his concern
about threetime Olympian Limba
Ram who has been forced to take shel-
ter in a garage. “I have heard about
him. It's sad that sports icons like him
are facing such problems in the coun-
try” Anand expressed his concern
over the financial condition of play-
ers in India, other than the cricketers,
who are living in an absolute state of

penury.
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That's how World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand keeps
himself motivated despite all the highs he has achieved in the sport

Sau Kutkarnt

PuNe: When a sportsperson has
achieved nearly everything in the
world of chess, staying motivated can
be a ‘challenge’ if not anything else.
But not in the case of World Chess
Champion Viswanathan Anand, who
still has the same passion and love for
the game no matter what heights he
scales.

ENJOYMENT FACTOR

In fact, it is his sheer enjoyment that
keeps him going and spurs him on to
pursue bigger things in the sport. “I en-
joy the game and don’t think too much
of the result. That’s what chess is all
about. I don’t think too much about

winning,” said Anand, who was in the
city for a promotion event.

Fittingly, he got a huge welcome
from the school children, something
which is rare for a sportsperson apart
from cricket. Anand is actually happy
to be in Pune, a place were he won his
first national rapid chess title.

The thirty-nine-year-old also admit-
ted that chess has become more com-
petitive than what it was ten years
back, and maintaining the top spot is
not a piece of cake as the points differ-
ence between all the top ten players is
very slim. “See, chess has become com-
petitive best, the competition is getting
stiffer and stiffer all the time, that's
what is really one wants,” opined
Vishy. So, what's his take on chess get-

=l enjoy the game and don’t think

too much of the result. That’s what
chess is all about. I don’t think too
much about winning

—Viswanathan
Anand

PICS:
SANJEEV NAIK

SAaLiL KULKARNI

ix players from different parts of

the country got an opportunity

of lifetime — that is to play

with the world champion
Viswanathan Anand.

ALLCOMCENTRATION Viswanathan Anand plays chess with budding whiz kids

Six players were selected on their
basis of their performance in the re-
cently concluded NIIT Mind Champi-
ons Academy’s Chess Master 2008.
The players were also felicitated by
the Viswanathan Anand. But for the
players, the biggest prize was playing

ting Olympics status? “Yes, | would de-
finetely like to see chess being part of
the Olympics, but I guess it will take
some time. Let’s see what happens,”
Anand said with a tone of optimism.

The chess legend also had a strong
message for young and budding play-
ers and their parents. “Don’t leave ed-
ucation, it's always good to have a sec-
ond option. Today, chess players are
well-paid and given jobs in various sec-
tors, but I still feel, one should always
have an second option to fall back on,”
he said. He spoke highly of Pune’s con-
tribution to chess, especially fo
women’s chess. “Krutika Nadig, Swati
Ghate are both great players, Pune has
got a lot of potential to do well in the
future,” he added.

with their idol. Vishy played with all
of them simultaneously and before
finishing his public speech he can-
didly said, “I have got some tough
games ahead.”

As expected, he won all the
matches with ease but for the players
it was dream come true. For Bhakti
Juikar, the day was something that
she will never forget, “I was told yes-
terday itself I would be playing with
him. The entire night I couldn’t
sleep,” she satd. Jui after every move
meticulously jotted down certain
things, and when probed more said,
“I wrote about the moves that he
made and also the moves I made. It’s
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that
you play against a World Champion,
and hence I have written everything
that I did while playing against him.
Even Om Sabnis, another player from
Mumbai, also echoed Bhakti's senti-
ments and described the day as a
memorable one. “He told me to play
an attacking game. In one move [ was
in strong position but hesitated to
play attacking game. After the move,
he told me that once you are in strong
position always go for the gamble and
don't think too much about the re-
sult,” said the twelve-year-old from
Mumbai.
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ANAND PLAYS SIMULTANEOUS CHESS

t was dream come true for the winners of NIIT

Mind Champions Academy - Chess Master,
2008 as they got a chance to play chess game with
none other than grand master Vishwanathan

Anand on Tuesday. Seven winners from Maha-
RAVINDRA JOSHI.DNA

rashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Chhatis-
garh displayed their playing skills while compet-
ing with the grand master. "It was a memorable
day for me, as I played against my idol," said Ab-
hishek Jagtap of Baroda. Anand played simulta-
neously with all the players for almost 30 min-
utes. Though, it was obvious that Anand was go-
ing to win the games, but the kids gave him a
tough fight. "Some of them were really good and
at one point they were in a strong position," said
Anand, while speaking to the media. Sunil Gun-
del from Madhya Pradesh was hopeful of win-
ning the game against the grand master, but he
lost. This didn't affect his confidence, as the joy
of playing with the master was more than any-
thing for him. "I wanted to beat him, but it is not
an easy task as he has a lot of experience. But I
am glad that I got an opportunity to play with
him," said Sunil.

‘Pune has played

a big role

in

promoting chess’

Vishwanathan Anand while playing —RAVINDRA JOSHLDNA

Feels grand
master
Vishwanathan
Anand who was
in the city

He is undoubtedly the king of
International chess and he
has proved his mettle time
and over again. Grand master
Vishwanathan Anand, who
was in town to felicitate the
winners of the NIIT Mind
Champions Academy - Chess

is one of them. Through it,
we are trying to take the
game to the grass root level,
so that it spreads through
proper channel,” said the
champion.

Recently, Hetul Shah creat-
ed history defeating Grand-
master Nurlan Ibrayev of
Kazakhstan in the 7th Parsv-
nath International Open
chess tournament. So, what
does Anand feel about the
youngsters’ game? Chess is
getting younger not only in
India but also international-
ly. It is a good sign as players
from the age group of 8-14 are

Master, 2008, coming up
spoke to the m well,” he said.
media on Ask him
various issues. about how does he look at Ma-
When asked if chess acad-~ harashtra’s contribution to-

emies are helping the game to
grow, the grand master said
the academies are actually re-
quired to develop the game in
the country. “Chess acade-
mies can play a very impor-
tant role in promoting the
game. There are very few
academies in India, which
promotes chess and NIIT
Mastermind Chess Academy

wards the game and he
replies, “Maharashtra has
played a very big role in pro-
moting the game. There are
many heavyweights from the
field of chess, who have come
up from the state and espe-
cially from Pune. And I am
sure in the coming days many
more players will come up
from the city and the state.”
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THE success mantra for
three-time world chess
champion Vishwanathan
Anand lies in enjoying each
game, rather than trying to
win them. When victories
come — and they do with an
amazing bit of regularity for
this smiling assassin - it's al-
ways a bonus.

Thus, when he pursues a
project that was kick-started
in 2002 ~ to take chess to the
masses—Anand does it witha
similar mindset. He enjoys
what he is doing. The NIIT
Mind Champions Academy,
has managed to add over
6,350 chess clubs with around
7,45,000 students since in-
ception. And Anand is in-
deed happy about this
achievement. "Our plan s to

bring the game of chess to the
masses. We want the people
from the remotest of places to
actively participate in the
game of chess. Our aim is to
teach the game of chess to as

The Indian Express
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many students as possible
within the country as it also
helps develop the memory and
concentration skills of the chil-
dren. Hence efforts are being
undertaken to involve more

schools in this course," said
Anand.

When Anand made his first
stopover in Pune this year on
Monday, he said the time was
ripe to emulate Russia and
China by broad-basing sport-
ing activities, so that champi-
ons could be nurtured in vari-
ous events.

The results are already there
for all to see. The academy has
groomed young prodigies like
14-year-old Karthikeyan Mu-
rali whose current FIDE rat-
ing is 1780 and he was placed

World chess champlon Vishwanathan Anand with participants of Chess Master 2008 In city on Tuesday. Arui Horizon

Vishy’s mission: taking
chess to the masses

KABIRMANDREKAR

40 out of the 210 participants
at the national level last year.

Anand has personally trav-
elled to Agartala, Guwahati,
Raipur, Patna, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai
and other cities across India,
motivating schools to actively
take up chess as a sporting ac-
tivity. Anand, who was in the
city to felicitate youngsters
who took part in Chess Master
2008, said he saw a bright fu-
ture for anumber of them. He
hadspecial words of praise for
the zonal winners of 2008 —
Bhakti Juikar and Prabha Ra-
jwade. "I am confident that the
excellence and determination
that these young children have
displayed will help them per-
formwell in academics aswell.
It is heartening to see that
NIITMind Champions Acad-
emy has reached huge number
of children across the country
to initiate them into the game
of chess," he said.

Chess Master 2008 was
flagged off by Anand in New
Delhi and simultaneously in
11 other cities in May last year.
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World champion claims he ‘opted out’ of Corus

No cash crunch In
chess, says Anand

By Shweta Thampan
in New Delhi

WORLD champion
Viswanathan Anand on
Saturday quashed
rumours of an economic
crisis affecting chess. He
said he was not playing
the Corus tournament
this year, by choice.

Anand and Vaselin Topalov
are missing the prestigious
tournament that started on
Saturday in Wijk Aan Zee,
Amsterdam, and there were
rumours that they were not
invited to the tournament
because of a cash crunch.

“I had decided long back to
give Corus a miss as it was too
close to the World Champi-
onships in Bonne. Also, I have
played in 10 of the 11 editions of
the event and I am a bit tired
now. I will definitely play next
year,” Anand said.

Resultantly, K Sasikiran, D
Harika and Abhijeet Gupta will
make their debut in the tourna-
ment. “I hope it is a break-
through event for the players,
since it was for me,” Anand
said.

Sasikiran starts as top seed in
Group B, while Abhijeet and
Harika will play in Group C.

The world champion once
again emphasised the need for
the All India Chess Federation
(AICF) to do a lot more for the
game in India, though he
remained politically correct.

“I think they should make
sure they organise more top
level tournaments to give
Indian players a chance of get-
ting Grandmaster norms,” he
said.

Anand felt the AICF had not
taken advantage of his becom-
ing the world champion. “I think
this is the time when the Feder-
ation can work on popularising
chess in the country,” he said.

Interestingly, Anand had
talked about getting top level
tournaments to India after his
win at the World Championship

QAMAR SIBTAIN

Viswanathan Anand plays with young fans at a promotlonal meet in New Delhi on Saturday

in Mexico in 2007, but not much
has been done since then.
Asked if he was satisfied with
the progress, Anand steered
away from controversy by say-
ing, “It’s the Federation’s job,
not mine. So I don’t know the
specific details of how many
tournaments should be held or
what should be done.”

Anand also did not divulge the
details of the new format of the
World Championship that FIDE
is contemplating.

“I don’t think the current
cycle of events should be bro-
ken. The FIDE, along with

players, is thinking of introduc-
ing a new system of electing a
world champion. But that will
take time,” the 39-year-old
said.

The Grandmaster will be back
in Europe next week to train for
the Linares tournament start-
ing February 18 in the Spanish
city of Linares.

“It’s a strong event and one of
my favourites. It will be my first
event this year. and I want to do
well,” he said.

Anand said he was in favour of
chess becoming an Olympic
sport and was hopeful it will

happen soon. “Many countries
now recognise chess as a sport,
and that is a big step towards
its inclusion in the Olympics,”
he said.

With several young players
doing well, the depth of Indian
chess has been talked about
much recently. But Anand feels
India is still quite behind Russia
as a chess-playing nation.

Anand said he still has an
unfulfilled dream. “I always
dreamt of leaving a legacy of
chess behind. I am still working
on that,” he said.
shweta.thampan@mailtoday.in
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Anand looks
for more

GUWAHAT!

There's still more to come
from the world chess champi-
on Viswanathan Anand whe
today said he was not thinking
of his successor yet but look-
ing in terms of opponents.

Here to felicitate the East
Zone winners of the NIIT
Mindchampions Academy's
Chess Master 2008, Anand
shot back when asked whom
is he considering as his suc-
Ccessor.

"I am not thinking of my
successor but looking in terms
of opponents. I am working
for big games (ahead)," he
said.

“The world champion sug-
gested that chess should be
introduced in schools curricu-
lum as the mindgame help
students improves concentra-
tion and perform better.

"Chess has a healthy quality
as it helps students to perform
better in school and in con-
centration... Thereby they do
well in studies," said the
Grandmaster. "I am confident
that the excellence and deter-
mination that these children
have.displayed will help them
perform well in academics as
well. Therefore, chess should
be introduced in schools. The
level of chess playing is going
up and the number of chil-
dren playing is also going up."
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‘Maharashtra has to play a
big role in promoting chess’

Kaumudi Gurjar
kaumudi.gurjar@mid-day.com

“MAHARASHTRA is a heavy
weight state in chess and has
to play a big role in promoting
the game in India,” said world
chess champion Viswanathan
Anand.

A hero to many chess-crazy
kids in the city, Anand prom-
ised to visit the city more
often to encourage them.

The chess champion was in
Pune to felicitate the winners
of the West Zone finals of NIIT
Mind Champions Academy -
Chess Master 2008.

Bhakti Juikar of Mumbai
and Prabha Rajwade of
Chattisgarh emerged as the
West Zone winners and were
rightly rewarded by Anand.

The children were all ears
when Anand spoke about his
desire to encourage and pro-
mote chess in Pune.

He said Mind Champions

GRAND MASTER: Anand 'feﬁcitat-ed :he winners of the West Zone finals

of NIT Mind Champions Academy - Chess Master 2008. piC/ANIL NAIK

Academy — a joint initiative
by NIT and Viswanathan
Anand — would do every-
thing to promote the game in
Pune.

“NIIT Mind Champions
Academy has a student base
of 6,000 schools and 25 lakh
students and it is growing,” he
said.

He praised Kruttika Nadig
and Swati Ghate, the two

chess  champions from
Maharashtra, for their game.

When asked about his
future plans, Anand said, “I
will focus on chess and T am
sure results will follow. If I am
not enjoying the game I will
look to something else, but
right now I am enjoying the
game and looking forward to
play in the Linares Chess tour-
ney in Spain.”
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Anand felicitates young champlons

Express News Service
Chennai, January 12

WORLD chess champion Viswanathan
Anand felicitated the winners of the
South Zone NIIT Mind Champions Acad-
emy~—Chess Masters competition final at
the Sri Sankara Senior Secondary School
on Monday. The winners will represent
South Zone in the national finals slated
for January 17 in New Delhi.

While S Goutham of Karnataka and C
Spandana of Andhra Pradesh topped the
zone, Andhra Pradesh’s Srinivas Varma
came runner-up in the championship vied
by 4,280 students from 794 government

and private schools from four states.

The topper from each state then tussled
for the zonal championship.

Congratulating the young champions,
Anand said: “It is a proud feeling to see
these youngsters actively take part in the
championship. I am confident that this will
help them in their academics as well.

“Also, it is heartening to see that the
NIIT Mind Champions Academy has
reached a huge number of children across
the country to initiate them to chess. This
is a good sign for the game’s development
in the country and hopefully India will
become all the more powerful in chess,”
he said.

News Today
Chennai
Januay 19, 2009

JMANOHARAN

World champion Vlswanathan Anand plays with
young champions in Chennai on Monday

World champion Vishwanathan Anand with the South Zone winners of NIIT MindChampions Academy-Chess
Master 2008 at a felicitation function in Chennai recently.
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World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand inangurating the NIITs Chess Master 2008 East
Zone winners felicitation programme at Pragjyoti ITA Centre for Performing Art in Guwahati
on Wednesday. (Sentinal)
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MindChampions’
Academy

joint initiative wit h Viswanathan Anan

]

NIIT MindChampions Academy, a not-for-profit initiative was set up as a joint initiative
J with the GM Viswanathan Anand and NIIT Ltd, with the objective of promoting Chess
in schools to enable development of young minds.

Launched in 2002 with an objective of initiating students into the world of Chess, NIIT Mind Champions Acad-
emy has today fostered nearly 6351 chess clubs with more than 7,45,000 students cumulatively since inception, as
its members in schools where NIIT offers computer education. World Chess Champion Vishwanathan Anand has
personally travelled to Agartala, Guwahati, Raipur, Patna, Hyderabad, Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai and other cit-
ies across India, spreading the message and motivating the school students to start playing. NIIT MindChampions
Academy conducts an Annual Chess Tournament, known as Chess Master for these school children across 16 states
in the NIIT network. Chess Master 2008 was flagged off by NIIT Mind Champion Viswanathan Anand in New
Delhi and simultaneously in 11 other cities through NIIT Imperia’s Synchronous Learning Technology in May last
year.

About NIIT

NIIT, Asia’s No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global Talent Development Corporation, offers learning and knowledge
solutions to over 5 million students across 40 countries.

Leading IT magazine Dataquest has conferred upon NIIT, the Top IT Training Company Award 2008. Rated among
India’s Business Superbrands 2008, NIIT’s Individual Learning Business offerings include industry-endorsed pro-
grams for students seeking careers in IT - GNIIT, Integrated ANIIT for Engineers (IAE), and Advanced Technol-
ogy Programs for IT professionals.

NIIT offers turnkey IT integration program for schools. NIIT has provided computer-based learning to over 9,500
government and private schools.

For working professionals, NII'T Imperia, Centre for Advanced Learning, offers Executive Management Education
Programmes in association with Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) at Ahmedabad, Indore and Kolkata.

NIIT Institute of Finance Banking & Insurance (IFBI), formed by NIIT with equity participation from ICICI Bank,
offers programs for individuals and corporates in Banking, Financial Services and Insurance.

NIIT Uniqua, Centre for Process Excellence, addresses the increasing demand for skilled workers in the business
and technology services industry by providing training programs in relevant areas. This is a part of NIIT Institute
of Process Excellence, a NIIT-Genpact venture.

NIIT’s Corporate Learning Solutions, offers integrated learning solutions (including strategic consulting, learning
design, content development, delivery, technology, assessment and learning management) to Fortune 500 compa-
nies, Universities, Technology companies, Training corporations and Publishing houses.

Element K delivers learning solutions for customers and partners through a tailored combination of catalog learn-
ing products, technology, and services. The offerings include: vLab®: hands-on labs, instructor-led courseware,
comprehensive e-reference libraries, technical journals, and KnowledgeHub™: hosted learning management plat-
form.

NIIT together with Element K is now the first and the best choice for comprehensive learning solutions, world-
wide.



Snapshots of NIIT MindChampions Academy - Chess Master 2008

Seen here: Vishy interacting with the school children and dignitaries during his visit to Chennai, Pune, Guwahati, Jaipur and Delhi
for NIIT MindChampions Acadeny- Chess Master 2008.
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