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Executive Summary

The MindChampions” Academy, a not-for-profit initiative was set up as a joint initiative with
Grand Master Viswanathan Anand and NIIT Ltd, with the objective of promoting Chess in schools
to enable development of young minds, subsequently help them to think logically and improve
their analytical skills.

The MindChampions” Academy introduced chess to the thousands of school children across rural
India. From schools among the Himalayas to the southern tip of the country, we have kids playing
the game.

Established in 2002, the Academy has fostered over 7000 Chess clubs with over 8,50,000 students
as its members, in school across the country. GM Viswanathan Anand has personally travelled to
Agartala, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Mumbai, New Delhi, Jaipur, Patna, Raipur, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Pune and other cities across India, spreading the message and motivating the school stu-
dents to start playing Chess. NIIT MindChampions” Academy conducts an Annual Event around
the month of December and January, known as Chess Master for these school children across India
in the NIIT network.

As a part of the academy, NIIT provides every school an MCA login to the website. The MCA
site consists of Computer Based Tutorials (CBT) enabling the students to learn the game, Chess
software to play with the computer, validated web links on Chess, details about famous players,
explanations on some of the most useful tactics to win a match, software that enables children to
play matches over the internet, process manual on how to form a club with functionalities and re-
sponsibilities explained, finally, the chess puzzles which help children analyze various moves.

NIIT MindChampions” Academy exposes students in the age group of 7 — 17 years to the world of
Chess. The initiative consists of formation of Chess clubs at Schools, Chess Coaching, Chess Play-
ing, empowering young minds towards making a positive impact on behavior and academics.
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Grand Finale

of
NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009

Over 4.5 Lakh students from across India competed for the
Coveted Chess Master 2009 Title

National Level Winner
Aditya Chakraborty from Delhi Public School, Ruby Park, Kolkata, West Bengal

Gandhinagar, December 24, 2009: The National level winners of NIIT Mind Champions” Academy
(MCA) were felicitated by World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand
at the Grand finale of Chess Master 2009 at Gandhinagar. Shri Ashok Chandulal Bhatt, Hon'ble
Speaker of the Gujarat Legislative Assembly graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

Aditya Chakraborty from Delhi Public School, Ruby Park, Kolkata, West Bengal was adjudged as
the National level winner of the NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009. Bappi Deb
from Teliamura Higher Secondary School, West Tripura, Tripura, was the runner up.

At the National Finals of the NIIT MindChampions” Academy Chess Master 2009, the winners
of each Zone — South, East, North and West, vied for the coveted Chess Master 2009 title. Priya
Soni from Government Higher Secondary School, Kawardha and Manan Shah from SVDD School,
Mumbai represented the West Zone; Aditya Chakraborty from Delhi Public School, Ruby Park,
Kolkata and Bappi Deb from Teliamura Higher Secondary School, Tripura represented the East
Zone; the South Zone was represented by Goutham S from Gitanjali Vidyalaya, Bangalore and
Jagu Rajesh from ZPH School, Chebrolu, East Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh; while Pawan
Jeet from Govt. Junior High School, Sadarpur, Noida and Tejas Arora from Springdales Senior
School Amritsar represented the North Zone.

The zonal winners also got an opportunity to play Chess with the Chess Champion, Viswanathan
Anand.

Chess Master 2009
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Ahmedabad Mirror, Ahmedabad
December 27, 2009

Assam Tribune, Guwahati
December 25, 2009
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A Grand Meeting

Grand Master Vishawanath Anand was in Ahmedabad for a
programme organised by Mind Champions Academy at

Tagore Hall, Gandhinagar, on Thursday. He met Gujarat chess
player Nirav Rajasuba and young chess players at the airport

World Chess Champion Vishwanathan Anand
speaking after disivibuting prizes to NIIT Mind
Champions Academy-Chess Master 2009
national winners, in Gandhinagar on Thursday.
- UNI

Telegraph, Kolkata
December 31, 2009

ditya
Chakrabort
y from Delhi
Public
School,
Ruby Park,
Calcutta, and Bappi Deb
from Teliamura Higher Sec-
ondary School, Tripura,
were adjudged the National
level winners of the NIIT
MindChampions Academy -
Chess Master 2009, where
over 4.5 lakh students across
India competed for the cov-
eted tournament. Comment-
ing on the success of NIIT
MindChampions Academy;,
Viswanathan Anand re-
marked, “It is heartening to
note that young children are
taking up chess enthusiasti-
cally and mastering the
strategies of the game. I
heartily congratulate both
the winners and wish them
a bright future ahead.” Tam
confident that the grit and
determination that these
young children have dis-
played will help them excel
in academics as well. ”

“I am delighted to see
that NIIT MindChampions
Academy has been able to
reach out to a large number
of children across the coun-
try and initiated them into
the game of chess. Technol-
ogy has also played a key
role in reaching out to chil-
dren in every corner of the
country for introducing
them to Chess,” the NIIT
brand ambassador added.
Anand has been travelling
to Agartala, Guwahati,
Raipur, Patna, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, New Delhi, Chen-
nai and other cities across
India, spreading the mes-
sage and motivating the

school students to start play-

ing chess. NIIT MindCham-
pions Academy conducts a
nationwide annual chess
event, known as Chess Mas-
ter, for school children
across 16 states in the NIIT
network.

Chess Master 2009




Times of India, Ahmedabad
December 25, 2009

‘Making chess part of

Ahmedabad: World chess No.1
Viswanathan Anand believes
that making chess a part of
school curriculum as has been
done by Gujarat state is a good
move and the move should be
replicated nationally.

“Just as physical games are
introduced so kids exercise
their bodies chess too should
be made part of schooling. It
is a great exercise for the mind
and introducing chess to chil-
dren is a positive move,”
Anand said at a function to fe-
licitate the national level win-
ners of the NIIT MindCham-
pions Academy Chess Master
2009 in Gandhinagar on
Thursday.

On whether being made
compulsory would devalue the
game or if chess could help
only those who were passion-
ate about it, Anand replied, “1
think everyone can benefit
from the game, and a few
hours a week wouldn’t hurt.
We have been introducing
chess to youngsters nation-
wide as part of this pro-
gramme.”

Anand had also met Gu-
jarat CM during his visit to the
city in connection with Mind-
Champions Academy pro-
gramme and said: “He gave us
a lot of support for the pro-
gramme and we are looking
forward to further developing
this idea.”

Incidentally this was the
first time Anand was in
Ahmedabad after 26 years. The

Peter Nazareth | TNN

curriculum a good move’
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Viswanathan Anand with wife Aruna and state assembly speaker
Ashok Bhatt in Gandhinagar on Thursday

last time was when he partic-
ipated in the National chess A
Championship and his per-
formance at that tournament
took him into the national
chess team. ’
When a scribe asked him as
to which had been his most anx-
ious moment in his chess ca-
reer, Anand said the '84 Na-
tionals was exactly the moment.
“I had lost a few matches
and was out of the top six, but
I fought hard and got a few
wins in the latter stage of the

tournament to finish at the top.
In hindsight that was a really
anxious time because I had to
breach the top six to get a
chance to play for India.”

The chess whiz acknowl-
edged his wife Aruna’s support
and patience. “She has been
very patient and when I am
preparing she makes it possi-
ble for me to get into a bubble.
She keeps me insulated and
also deals with the mood
swings that are part of being
a chess player.”
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CHESS MASTER 2009
Aditya Chakrabarty fram
Delhi Public School, Ruby

was named runner-up of

MindChampion Academy

| Chess Master 2009,

| 4.5 lakh students
participated in the
competition. The

| tournament was

| implemented, monitoned

| played electronically. r

Park, Kolkata was adjudged
national champion and Bappl
Deb from Tellamura Higher
Secondary School, Tripura

the

il
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The Hindu, New Delhi

December 25, 2009

CHESS

Anand relaxed about title defence

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The world cham-
pionship title defence against
Veselin Topalov in April 2010
may be the priority, but Viswa-
nathan Anand has temporarily
put that on the back-burner to
have a close look at the NIIT
mind champions programme
grow in a big way.

In the Capital for the awards
function for the zonal winners,
and to initiate the expansion of
the idea into the NDMC
schools, Anand said it was a
pleasure to spend about 10 days
in a year with the programme.
Great inspiration

“Everything is online now
and I keep track of it. It is great
to inspire the youngsters, and it
is gratifying to see that about
8,000 schools have been in-
volved in the programme this
year. It was great to get their
feedback for the first time. We
learnt that the students were
doing well in science and
maths, apart from being confi-
dent”, Anand said.

Making it clear that the focus
was getting the numbers for the
NIIT scheme that started in
2002, Anand assured that some
of the children may become
champions in future, but the
overall growth of the chess
playing children was a guaran-
tee.

“It is wonderful to come to
the NIIT mind champions a-
cademy, and meet the cham-
pions. It shows the result of

® Sees future
champions from NIT
programme

* Supports 12-game
format for the
World championship

what we have been doing all
these years. To see the numbers
grow and the fact that we may
have a few million soon, gives
me a lot of pride”, said Anand,
about the idea he had planted
after seeing a similar model in
Russia.

Lot of fun

Anand assured the children
that apart from enhancing their
personality, chess was a lot of
fun and enjoyable as well.

After opening his heart out,
Anand was understandably
guarded about his preparations
for the title defence in Sofia,
Bulgaria, from April 23 to May
12. He said that it did not make
such a big difference to play at
home, as he had experienced
both, on his way to winning the
world title thrice.

“I will play a tournament in
January, and will prepare for a
couple of months for the world
championships. I am not going
to say anything beyond this on
my preparation for the world
championship. Even ifI say, my
opponent is not going to believe
it,” said Anand with a smile.

Anand said that it would be
unfair to the other players to

say that he was taking it easy
this year. “I have taken note of
some of the problems and have
been working on them. Chess
has a lot of depth. You can’t
expect to win every tourna-
ment”, he said.

Anand said it was good to
have the 12-game format for
the world championship, that
suited everyone. He said that
there was no difference be-
tween the champion and the
challenger any more as the
champion does not get to retain
the title when the points are
equal.

Anand viewed that the uni-
fication of the chess world since
2006, and having one cham-
pion, was the best thing to have
happened to the game in recent
times.

The chairman of NDMC, Pa-
rimal Rai, said that the combi-
nation of NIIT and Anand,
would ensure that the students
become physically fit, mentally
alert, and morally correct. He
also said that the game would
help the children analyse with
clarity, especially at a critical
juncture.

Aditya is champion

In the inter-zone final of the
Chess Master 2009 competi-
tion held in Gandhinagar on
Thursday, Aditya Chakraborty
of Dethi Public School, Ruby
Park, Kolkata, emerged the
champion while Bappi Deb of
Teliamura Higher Secondary
School, West Tripura, finished
runner-up.

Chess Master 2009
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Sandesh, Ahmedabad, December 25, 2009

fQiona ilcie yuenidilell Yaisiad : yepio) aRen
WAl 211 Aot Aot Aal idl2i Vais] (dsistig diioie
AMevorl Hasia dlell adl. 241 3249 HuapinA A1 A dllgs
pifeiuciell e & dn el &d, ¥ RAvHi A 581RA
Aovid) Axel) wafel wiEA) il sd). dua el Ui
20 2102 ARSI 1Y UA MIVS2all JuBHI i) &d).

Gandhinagar Samacar, Gandhinagar, December 25, 2009

ik

A AUt Rariad vide 43 AHARHL 2 gl A.208. 2084, gt donden wuRlsHi

hPhYY

A Agie 2a-2 SER AL [Rord) 2ddn oun s Al 0L Sdl. AHA UL 08 AA UL R Sl Al
£35 ouns WA Al A5-215 A AU Sl AHA UNSA U w1210 aie-l dlv 2l edl.

(cr1dlR

: AdlR el )

Chess Master 2009




West Zone Finals
of

NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009

Nearly 1.10 Lakh students from over 1400 Government and Private Schools par-
ticipated in the West Zone contest

Raipur, December 18, 2009; Priya Soni from Government Higher Secondary School,
Kawardha and Manan Shah from SVDD School, Mumbai were adjudged as the winners
of West Zone Finals of NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009.

In response to the online survey conducted by MCA this year, over 8000 children have
mentioned that Chess has helped them perform better in academics, especially in Science
and Mathematics. The game developed their patience and understanding, motivating
children to take up Chess before School hours or during the breaks.

Commenting on the success of NIIT MindChampions” Academy, Viswanathan Anand
remarked, “It is heartening to note that more and more young children are taking up
Chess enthusiastically and mastering the strategies of the game. I am confident that the
grit and determination that these young children display at the game will help them excel
in academics as well.”
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The Hitavada, Raipur
December 21, 2009

Raipur hosts West Zone Finals
of NIIT MCA Chess Master

N Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Dec 20

THE West Zone Finals of NIIT
Mind Champions Academy (MCA)
Chess Master 2009 was held in
Raipur.

Priya Soni of Government Girls
Higher Secondary School, Kawardha
and Manan Shah from SYDD School,
Mumbai were adjudged as winners
of West Zone finals of NIIT
Mind Champions Academy- Chess
Master 2009. The two winners
would represent West Zone at the
National finals. They will also get
an opportunity to play chess with
the World Chess Champion,
Viswanathan Anand.

The National winner will be
felicitated by the World Chess
Champion Viswanathan Anand at
a mega event of National finals
in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on
December 24, 2009.

NIIT Mind Champions Academy
is a joint initiative by NIIT, a lead-
ing global talent development cor-
poration and Asia’s largest IT train-
er along with World Chess Champion
Viswanathan Anand to encourage
young minds into the world of chess.

In the current year, NIIT MCA
has witnessed participation of over
4.5 lakh students from across the
country for Chess Master 2009.
There have been 6282 clubs active-
1y playing chess since April 2009 to
compete for the tourney.

The complete implementation,
monitoring and playing of the cham-
pionship was done electronically
under the supervision of faculties
from NIIT.

In response to an online survey
conducted by MCA this year, over
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NHT's Chess Master 2009, West Zone Finals in progress.

8000 children have mentioned that
chess has helped them perform bet-
ter in academics, especially in Science
and Mathematics.

During West Zone level contest,
widespread participation by nearly
1.10 lakh students from over 1400
government and private schools
was recorded.

Commenting on the success of
NIT Mind Champions Academy,
Viswanathan Anand remarked, “It
is heartening to note that more and
more young children are taking up
chess enthusiastically and mastering
the strategies of the game. I am con-
fident that the grit and determina-
tion these young children display at
the game will help them excel in
academics as well.”

According to Head of Operations,
School of Learning Solutions, NIIT

Limited Tarun Govind Mathur, chess
is a mind game that improves aca-
demic performance and aids in men-
tal development of young children.
Over the years, MCA has been pop-
ularising chess in schools across
India.

Launched in 2002 with an objec-
tive of initiating students into the
world of chess, NIIT Mind
Champions Academy has com-
menced a movement that has
now touched more than 8.5 lakh
students from over 7000 schools
across India. World Chess Champion
Viswanathan Anand has personally
travelled to Agartala, Guwahati,
Raipur, Patna, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
New Delhi, Chennai and other
cities spreading the message and
motivating school students to start
playing chess.

Chess Master 2009
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Hari Bhumi, Raipur
December 19, 2009
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South Zone Finals
of

NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009

Nearly 1.75 Lakh students from over 2500 Government and Private Schools spread across 4
states and Union Territories participated in the South Zone contest

Bangalore, December 19, 2009: The winners of South Zone Finals of NIIT MindChampions” Acad-
emy (MCA), were felicitated by World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan
Anand at Bangalore. Mrs. Sudha Murthy, Chairperson, Infosys Foundation graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest.

Goutham S from Geetanjali Vidyalaya, Bangalore and Jagu Rajesh from ZPH School, Chebrolu
East Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh were adjudged as the winners of South Zone Finals of
the NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009.
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December 20, 2009

Goutham, ]agu champs

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: City boy S
Goutham, a sixth standard
student from Geetanjali
Vidyalaya, and Jagu Rajesh
of Andhra Pradesh won the
South Zone titles in the Chess
Master tournament con-
ducted by the NIIT Mind-
Champions Academy (MCA)
here on Saturday.

Goutham, competing in
the un-aided school category,
defeated Dhruva from
Andhra Pradesh and Sharath
from Kerala to win the title.
The winners received awards
from world champion Vlswan
athan Anand.

Speaking to STOI,
Goutham said he was happy
to receive the award from his
idol. “Getting a piece of advice
from Anand was a dream
come true for me. This is a red-
letter day in my life. He told

. & T

LOOKING AHEAD: Goutham

me to devote more time to play
chess to scale new heights.”
Goutham won 13 out of
the 14 games to annex the
zonal crown in the tourna-
ment, which began with a dis-
trict-level competition. “I won
five games at the district-lev-
¢l event, six games at the State-
level and two games at the zon-
al finals,” he said. Goutham,
who has been training under

Vijayaraghavan of Chennai
and Arvind Shastriof Banga-
lore, had won the zonal title in
2008 and finished a creditable
fifth in the national-level final
in Chennai. He also won the
CBSE south zone champi-
onship last year. At present,
his Elo rating is 1515. “Today’s
achievement will boost my
morale and I will strive hard
to win more titles,” he said.
Goutham and Rajesh will
represent South Zone in the

* National final to be held in

Gandhinagar on December
24. The winner will get an op-
portunity to play a game of
chess with Anand.

Infosys Foundation chair-
person Sudha Murty, who
was the chief guest at the
prize distribution ceremony,
complimented those who par-
ticipated in the event and
asked them to show the same
zeal through out their life.

Sunday Express, Bangalore, December 19, 2009

Anand fetes NIIT MindChampions

Express News Service
Bangalore, December 19

THE winners of the NIIT Mind-
Champions Academy were felici-
tated by Vishwanathan Anand at
the Delhi Public School-South in
Bangalore on Saturday.
MindChampions, launched in
2002, is a joint initiative by NIIT
and World Chess Champion
Viswanathan Anand, to promote
chess among the younger genera-

Vishwanathan Anand signing a book
for a girl in Bangalore on Saturday.

tion. Anand said chess needed to
be considered as a creative sport.

' Sudha Murthy, chairperson of In-

fosys Foundation, said one should
try to play all games.

Gautham S of Geetanjali Vidya-
laya, Bangalore and Jagu Rajesh
of Zilla Parishad High School,
Chebrolu East Godavari in
Andhra Pradesh were adjudged
winners of South Zone Finals of
the NIIT MindChampions Acade-
my-Chess Master-2009.
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Deccan Herald, Bangalore
December 20, 2009

Goutham, Rajesh
emerge champs

BANGALORE, DHNS: Karnata-
ka’s S Goutham and Jagu Ra-
jesh of Andhra Pradesh won
the South Zone final of NIIT
MindChampions Academy
chess tournament here on Sat-
urday.

A sixth standard student of
Geetanjali Vidyalaya, Goutham
won 12 games out of 13 to claim
the title. The Bangalorean de-
feated Dhruva from Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala’s Sharath
along the way.

Rajesh hails from Godavari
Districtand is a student of ZPH
Schaol, Chebrolu.

Goutham, who received the
award from his idol Vishwanan-
than Anand, said the meeting
with his idol will help him to
draw inspiration to scale
greater heights.

“It was a dream come true
for me to recieve the trophy
from my idol. I cherish every
moment with him today. The
meeting with Anand will give
me lot of confidence to conquer
greater heights in chess, said

Goutham, who also won the
Zonal title last year in Chennai
and ended the National final in
the fifth spot.

Goutham and Rajesh will
represent South Zone in the Na-
tional final to be held in Gandhi-
nagar on December 24. The
winners there will also get an
opportunity to play with
Anand.

Congratulating the winners,
Goutham and Rajesh, Anand
said, “It is heartening to note
that youngsters and kids are
taking up chess enthusiastical-
ly and mastering the strategies
of the game. I congratulate both
the winners and wish them a
bright future.”

“I am confident that the grit
and determination that these
young children have displayed
will help them excel inacadem-
icsas well. Technology hasalso
played a key role in reaching
out to children in every corner
of the country for introducing
them to chess,” the World
champion added.

=

b

drenin

i
i AT WOk K Viswanathan Anand takes on school chil-
Bangalore on Saturday.

Chess Master 2009

N NN ANEN NN N



Dinamani, Bangalore
December 20, 2009
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East Zone Finals
of

NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009

Nearly 1.40 Lakh students from over 2500 Government and Private Schools
participated in the South Zone contest

Kolkata, December 21, 2009: The winners of East Zone Finals of NIIT MindChampions” Academy
(MCA) were felicitated by World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand
at Kolkata. Dr. Debesh Das, Hon’ble IT Minister, West Bengal graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest.

Aditya Chakraborty from Delhi Public School, Ruby Park, Kolkata, West Bengal, and Bappi Deb
from Teliamura Higher Secondary School, West Tripura, Tripura were adjudged as the Winners of
East Zone Finals of the NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009.

Dr. Debesh Das, Hon’ble IT Minister, West Bengal recognized the commendable performance of
the young MindChampions in the game of Chess and encouraged them to continue to exhibit the
same zeal and brilliance. He said that the budding talent needs to be mentored and guided and
that NIIT MindChampions” Academy is offering the aspiring young Chess players an ideal plat-
form to learn and grow.

Chess Master 2009
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Riding on a high

UPBEAT Despite a mediocre year, Anand not short on motivation

HT Correspondent

= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Viswanathan Anand
hasn’t had a memorable 2009
but hopes to lift his game when
he faces Veselin Topalov in the
world championship duel, to be
fought in Sofia from April 23.

Here on a promotional trip,
representing sponsor NIIT, the
defending champion admitted
that he has his task cut out. “I
didn't have a great year, unlike
2007 or 2008 but looking ahead
to the world championship, I
don’t think I would be short on
motivation. That's something I
have to win”

The slump in form has result-
ed in Anand slipping to No. 3 in
world rankings, behind Topalov
and Norwegian wonder kid
Magnus Carlsson. The reigning
world champion said: “Topalov
is a very tough rival, one of the
strongest in the world and in
good form. But I'm ready”

Anand refused to get into a
comparison between Toplaov
and Vladimir Kramnik of
Russia, whom he beat in the
world championship in Bonn
last year. “They are stylistical-
ly different. Kramnik is more
classical and Topalov more
innovative. And these days,
there is a lot of depth at the top™?

Asked whether it was part of
his strategy to underperfom
before the ecrunch mateh —
coincidentally that’s how it was

all
= Viswanathan Anand in Kolkata.

before the encounter against
Kramnik — Anand avoided a
direct answer. “Can’t say that.
There has been a dip in form of
late but I'm not panicking. I'm
trying to peak at the right time.
And if you don’t peak during a
world championship game,
when will you?”

Having said that, Anand con-
fessed that this is one title he
holds very close to his heart.

If you don’t peak during a
world championship game,
when will you.
VISWANATHAN ANAND

“It's something all chess play-
ers want. You get to see the pin-
nacle, get to see how it’s like
being there. My job is to make

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY / HT

sure that I keép the crown with
myself for as long as I can”

Anand said there wasn’t
much difference going into the
match as defending champion.

“That isn’t much.of a factor
and nor does it matter. Earlier,
the defending champion used
to be declared the winner in case
of a draw. But now we have tie-
breakers in such case. So, to me
it doesn’t change anything.”

Chess Master 2009




Indian Express, Kolkata
December 22, 2009

Form slump doesn’t

worry Anand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA. DECEMBER 21

CIRCA 2009 hasn't been very pro-
ductive for Viswanathan Anand,
by his own lofty standards. But the
Indian chess legend is notworried
about his temporary loss of form.
“Yes, [ didn’t perform well this
yearbutit can happen. So, 'm not
very concerned. Actually, Iwas not
at my peak, motivation and con-
centration-wise. Thave towork on
that,” said Anand, who paid a visit
to the city on Monday to encour-
age the top performers of the
MindChampions Academy. The
academy was set up seven years
back andis being run by the NII'T
With the Corus championship
coming up in January, Anand
said that he will have 1o step on

Viswanathan Anand in Kolkata on Monday. PARTHA PAUL

the accelerator. The World
Championship match against
Veselin Topalov will follow.
“Topalov is one of the toughest ri-
vals 1T have played against.”
Asked to compare between
Topalov and Vladimir Kramnik,
whom he had beaten last year to
win the World title, Anand said:
Kramnik is one of the all time
grealts. He plays classical chess,
while Topalov is more innovative
and penetrative.” The world
champion, however, didn’t dis-
close his choice of seconds for the
upcomingevents.

Commenting on the Mind-
Champions programme, he
said: It has turned out to be a
very positive venture. More than
7,000 schools are regularly tak-
ing partinit.”

Chess Master 2009
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SLEIGHT OF HAMD: Magician PC Sorkar
(junior) and Viswanathan Anand during a
chess function in Kolkata on Monday —pTi
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The Times of India, Kolkata
December 22, 2009

SPORTS DIGEST

Vishwanathan Anand gives away an
award to a school kid at a function in
Kolkata on Monday

Asian Age, Kolkata
December 22, 2009

on Monday.

magical move

Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand explains a move on the chess board;as-
magician P.C. Sorcar looks on during a promotional programme in Kolkata

PHOTO: Debajyoti Sarkar
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Ekdin, Kolkata
December 22, 2010
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Ekdin, Kolkata
December 23, 2010
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Anand Bazar Patrika, Kolkata

December 22, 2010
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Prabhat Khabar, Kolkata
December 22, 2010
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North Zone Finals
of

NIIT MindChampions” Academy — Chess Master 2009

Nearly 30,000 students from over 400 Government and Private Schools
participated in the North Zone contest

New Delhi, December 23, 2009: The winners of North Zone Finals of NIIT MindChampions’
Academy (MCA), were felicitated by World Chess Champion and NIIT MindChampion Viswa-
nathan Anand at New Delhi. Shri Parimal Rai, Chairman, New Delhi Municipal Council, graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest along with Smt. Mamta Aggarwal, Director Education, New Delhi
Municipal Council.

Pawan Jeet from Govt. Junior High School, Sadarpur, Noida and Tejas Arora from Springdales Sen-
ior School Amritsar were adjudged as the winners of North Zone Finals of the NIIT MindChampi-
ons” Academy — Chess Master 2009.
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The Pioneer, New Delhi
December 24, 2010

Anand felicitates NIIT MindChampions

The winners of North Zone Finals of NIT MindChampions Academy (MCA)
were felicitated by Wodd Ghess Ghampion and NIIT MindChampion
Viswanathan Anand at NDMC's NR;Girls Sr Sec Schoo!, Gole Market on
Wednesday. Parimat Rai, Chairmar), New Dethi Municipal Council, graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest along with Mamta Aggarwal, Director
Educatiop; NDMC. Pawan Jeet from Govt Junior High School, Sadarpur,
Noida.arid Tejas Arora from Springdales Senior School Amritsar were
adjudget as the winners’df North Zone Finals of the NIT MindChampions
Academy - Chess Master 2009. Commenting on the success of NIT
MindChampions Academy, Viswanathan Anand remarked, "t is heartening
to note that young children are taking up the game of Chess
enthusiastically and mastering the strategies of the game. | heartily
congratufate both the winners and wish them a bright future ahead.”

Indian Express, New Delhi
December 25, 2010

Felicitation function

NEW DELHI: New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil's NP Girls Senior Secondary School, Gole
Market, on Wednesday hosted a facilita-
tion ceremony for the winners of North
Zone Finals of NIIT MindChampions Acad-
emy. Ace chess player Vishwanathan
Anand and Parimal Rai, chairman, NDMC,
were the chief guests of the event. Other
who attended the function include, Karan
Singh Tanwar, MLA and member, and
Mamta Aggarwal, director, Education-
NDMC. Pawan Jeet from Government Ju-
nior High School, Sadarpur, Noida and Te-
jas Arora from Springdales Senior School,
Amritsar, were the winners of North Zone
Finals of the NIT MindChampions Acad-
emy - Chess Master 2009. MindChampions
Academy is a joint initiative by NIIT and
chess champion Viswanathan Anand to at-
tract young minds to chess.

—ENS
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Amar Ujala, New Delhi
December 24, 2010
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About NIIT

NIIT Limited, leading Global Talent Development Corporation and Asia’s largest IT trainer,
offers learning and knowledge solutions to over 5 million students across 40 countries.

Leading IT magazine Dataquest has conferred upon NIIT, the ‘Top IT Training Company’
award successively for the past 17 years, since the inception of this category. Rated among
India’s Business Superbrands 2008, NIIT’s Individual Learning Business offerings include
industry-endorsed programs for students seeking careers in IT - GNIIT, Edgeineers and
Global Net Plus for IT professionals.

NIIT has provided computer-based learning to over 12,000 government and private schools.
The futuristic NIIT eGURU range for schools is a holistic education package that comprises
of Interactive Classrooms (an embedded Teaching Learning Material, that uses elements
of interactivity, automation and web links library); Math lab (technology tools that enable
school students to learn and explore mathematical concepts); IT Wizard (equips the students
with core computer knowledge and IT skills); and Quick School (an Education Resource
Planning solution for school management).

For working professionals, NIIT Imperia, Centre for Advanced Learning, offers Executive
Management Education Programs in association with Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs) at Ahmedabad, Indore, Kolkata, Lucknow, IMT Ghaziabad and IIFT Delhi.

NIIT Institute of Finance Banking & Insurance (IFBI), formed by NIIT with equity
participation from ICICI Bank, offers programs for individuals and corporates in Banking,
Financial Services and Insurance.

NIIT Uniqua, Centre for Process Excellence, addresses the increasing demand for skilled
workers in the business and technology services industry by providing training programs
in relevant areas. This is a part of NIIT Institute of Process Excellence, a NIIT-Genpact
venture.

NIIT’s Corporate Learning Solutions, offers integrated learning solutions (including strategic
consulting, learning design, content development, delivery, technology, assessment and
learning management) to Fortune 500 companies, Universities, Technology companies,
Training corporations and Publishing houses.

NIIT delivers a tailored combination of catalog learning products, technology and
services through Element K offerings. These include: vLab®: hands-on labs, instructor-led
courseware, comprehensive e-reference libraries, technical journals, and KnowledgeHub™:
hosted learning management platform. This makes NIIT the first and the best choice for
comprehensive learning solutions, worldwide.

NIIT

Published by Corporate Communications, NII'T Limited
85, Sector 32 Institutional, Gurgaon 122 001 (India)
Ph: +91 (124) 4293000 Fax: +91 (124) 4293333 Website: www.niit.com




