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Snapshots of NIIT MindChampions Academy in Bihar on December 18, 2008

Guests arrived & seated on the front row (from left) The Grand Master Viswanathan Anand lighting  Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar calls the audience
Education Minister, IT Minister, Dy. Chief Minister the lamp joined by Education Minister, Dy. Chief = for a big applause for the MindChampions
— Govt.of Bihar, Grand Master Viswanathan Minister on his right and IT Minister, Govt. of  Academy in Bihar.

Anand, Debdash Banerjee, GM, NIIT. Just before Bihar on his left.

the inauguration of the MCA event in Bihar.

The Grand Master, being felicitated by the Bihar The First Move — NIIT MCA in Bihar The Grand Master, gives his speech
Ministers with a famous ‘Madhbani’ painting.

Vote of thanks by Debdash Banerjee, General Audience during MCA launch in Bihar Full House
Manager, NIIT Limited.

Overwhelming response from Govt of Bihar, Question & answer session with media. Question & answer session with Media
media & schools



Bihar Deputy CM and Viswanathan Anand flag off NIIT MindChampion Academy in the State

NIIT to introduce MindChampion Academy in 400 Government Schools in Bihar

Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister, Shri Sushil Kumar Modi flagged off NIIT’s MindChampion Academy in the state of
Bihar. NIIT MindChampion Academy is a joint initiative of NIIT, a leading Global Talent Development Corporation and
World Chess Champion, Viswanathan Anand, to initiate children across India to the game of Chess.

NIIT MindChampion Academy is being launched in 400 schools in the state where NIIT is offering the education
services. The Academy has been successfully introduced in over 5000 schools across the country during the past 6 years,
thus exposing students in the age group of 7-17 years to the world of Chess.

Marking the symbolic launch of the academy in the state, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Sushil Kumar
Modi and World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand made their first moves in a game of Chess. Anand handed over
the MCA Kits to the Principals of some of the identified 400 Government Schools.

Speaking at the launch, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Sushil Kumar Modi said, “It is encouraging to
see NIIT come forward to introduce children to the world of Chess through computer aided skills. I sincerely feel
that initiatives like these will go a long way in enabling development of these young minds.”

Dr. Anil Kumar, Hon’ble IT Minister and Shri Hari Narayan Singh, Hon’ble Human Resource Development Minister
also joined the Deputy Chief Minister in highlighting the importance of promoting ICT in education at school level and
initiating school children in the game of chess through technology.

Speaking at the launch of NIIT MindChampion Academy, World Chess Champion, Viswanathan Anand said, “Chess
has grown by leaps and bounds in India during the last 10 years, as more number of children are taking to the
sport. The NIIT MindChampion Academy offers a tremendous opportunity to explore children’s potential, as it
is aimed at providing them with requisite guidance and facilities.”

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. S N Uma, Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives and Information Systems,
NIIT, said, “We thank the government of Bihar in helping us expand our reach to their state. The academy
aims at combining the best of technology training with the benefits that Chess as a mind game can bring to
the lives of school children.”

Launched in 2002 with an objective of initiating students into the world of Chess, NIIT MindChampion Academy has
today fostered nearly 6180 chess clubs with more than 1,75,000 students as its members in schools where NIIT offers
computer education.

Students use computer-based tutorials, during and after school as a virtual playfield to hone their skills in the game of
Chess. Apart from tutorials, promising Chess players get an opportunity to interact with NII'T MindChampion and World
Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand, in person at regular intervals.

Leveraging its inherent strength in technology, NIIT MindChampion Academy has created a virtual community
of Chess enthusiasts in the country. The Academy has Viswanathan Anand, NIIT Group Chairman Mr Rajendra S.
Pawar and President of NIIT School Learning Solutions, Mr L. Balasubramanian and few eminent world Chess
personalities on its Advisory Board.

About NIIT MindChampion Academy

Started in 2002-03, NIIT MindChampion Academy is joint initiative of World Chess Champion Viswanathan
Anand and NIIT, to initiate young minds into the World of Chess. The young members of the Academy get to play
Chess in both online and offline format and are given coaching using NIIT’s technology. The MindChampion
Academy conducts an Annual Chess Tournament, known as ChessMaster for these school children across the
country among the NIIT serviced schools.

Winners of Chess Master have won many accolades in the world of Chess. NIIT supported, M. Karthikeyan, winner of
Chess Master 2006 in the Sub Junior category to participate in the National Chess Tournament, 2008 at Ahmedabad and
significantly improve his FIDE ratings.
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Anand makes a ‘move’ in Bihar

Rakesh Verma
Patna, December 18

THREE TIMES World Chess Champion Vish-
wanathan Anand fast-tracked 400 Bihar high
schools on thelr way to computer literacy on
Thursday "

Inaugurating the Mind Champion Acade-
my-powered by the NIIT, of which he is the
brand ambassador, Anand observed, “Bihar
is changing. This is a small step to give fillip
to that change”. He sald while the process
would create computer literate students, the
software would also help produce World
Chess champions of the future.

Anand said chess clubs, coupled with com-
puters that these 400 high schools would now
have, would serve as “gymnasiums for the
exercise of young minds”, They would pro-
duce students who are he*tter equipped to
face the challenges of 1ife. “Chess is a game
that helps these whe play to focus their ener-
gies. Apart from disciplining the mind, it
also helps foster creative thinking,” he said.

“ I had always dreamt of taking the game
of chess to all the Indian states, particularly
to students in rural areas. So far, chess has
largely remained an urban phenomenon.
But with the Mind Champion Academy [
hope to crack the urban-rural divide,” he
said.

The concept behind the Mind Champion
Academy is simple enough: Without neglect-
ing traditionally taught subjects in schools,
students would be encouraged to take to
chess and computers. “While chess disci-
plines the mind, teaches logic and reasoning,
computers make use of technology to open a
virtual world of discoveries that students
can make use of to better their academic per-
formances and become surer in their ap-
proach to life's complexities,” he pointed ont.

The headmistresses of two such schools—
one in the capital's Mainpura locality and
another in Khagaul, were personally handed
over software and other Mind Academy kits
for the chess clubs in their respective schools
by the Grandmaster:
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Three-time chess world champion Vishwanathan
Anand being received in Patna on Thursday.
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Vishwanathan Anand i= a ation with Bihar, he said ;';' lg: mﬂﬁ:;ﬂhﬂétﬁ&
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rassed Kid. Apd not once did
he forget to say thank you, to
gither the master of cere
monles ag also the Bihar min-
igters and the NOT higgles
who shared the dais at the
Planetarium’s audilorium on

In Patna,” the

Jamaipur in Munger
district and it is a great
pleasure to be here

Grandmaster sald.

game. “Earlier, choss hardly

sald the government had been
fair to all sports,

Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Sushil Kumar Moedi, who
wns present, sabd India had
wem seven world titles in the
year 2008 and the credit should

Learmng the right moves !

Thursday at the launch of the
Mind Champion Academy, a
joint Initiative betwoen the
NIUT and himself.

“It s a pily that not many
beyomd those in the cities,
know of the game that traces
its origlns to Tndiz. With the

Mind Champlon Academy, 1
hope to hreach that divide,” he
said whils kickstarting the
venture in some 400 Bihar
high schoals. )
Chess, he obsseved, had
come a long way from the time
he first took to playing the

go to the chess maesiro, wio
had popularised and revolu-
tionlsed the game in the coun-
try Modi alzo announced (hat
thure would be a hatl in the up-
coming indoor stadium at
Kankerbagh in Patna only for
chess aclivities.

ASHISH
Chess Grandmaster Vishwanathan anand {centre) and Deputy CM
sushil Kumar Modi (R) at an NIIT function in the Capital on Thursday.




The Grand Master Viswanathan Anand lighting the
Education Minister, Dy. Chief Minister on his right and IT Minister,
Govt. of Bihar on his left.
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Abhay Singh | e

Patna: NIIT MindChampion
Academy (NIT-MCA), formed
with a joint initiative of NIIT
and world chess champion
Viswanathan Anand and in ex-
istence for the last six vears
for promotion of chess among
schoolchildren nationlly, was
alzo launched here on Thurs-

day.

The project envisages for-
mation of schoollevel chess
clubs whose members would
use computers made available
to schools by the state gov-
ernment. The NIIT-MCA
would provide chess infra-
structure to schools, As per
the government's computeri-

Anand launches

chess academy

Bihar Can Produce A Lot Of
Champions: Grandmaster

demic performance, comput-
ers help academic perform-
ance and also chess, We need
to use technology for chess
and life.”

Traditionally, chess has
been popular only in Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal, but in
recent vears, thanks to his ini-
tiative, NII'T-MCA had been
launched in Azsam, Tripura,
Chhattisgarh and a few other
states. Bihar was not the last
post for Viswanathan Anand,
who made his first visit to Bi-
har on Thursday But he was
more than satlsfied for two
reasons. One, his father had
studied at Jamalpar (Munger),
Two, as per his knowledge,
chess originated in and

sation pro- —_— around the re-
gramme, 1,000 MASTER gion of Bihar,
high schools as evidence
would have OF MIND from the Ra-

adequate fa-

cilities for computer learning.
By now, 400 of them have al-
ready been covered.

Viswanathan Anand for-
mally launched NIIT-MCA to
promote chess among children
of 400 schools in the state
“hoping" that it would soon
cover the remaining 600
schools, The function was held
at the Indira Gandhi Plane-
tarium, where deputy CM
Sushil Kumar Modi was the
chief guest. Human resources
development minister Hari
Marayvan Singh and junior
minister for information tech-
nology Anil Kumar wera also
| present.

“For me, it is exciting. I
dreamt of taking chess to
states where it has not been

| played an\:il alsduégdmrai ar-

8 eF eas,” Anand said, ing: “The

gy ot iy | launchof NIIT-MCA in Bihar
is exciting. Chess helps aca-

mayvana and
other such texts showed.

“Use technology for im-
proving academic perform-
ance and chess, Bihar will pro-
duece a lot of mind champlions,
Start playing for fun. Learn
the rules. Find a friend and
play. It will also produce a lot
of chess champions. | hope to
se¢ it," Anand said.

Modi said there wouldbea
separate hall for chess at the
indoor stadium coming up at
Rankerbagh here,

He also sald that if Bobby
Fischer, in 1972, brought chess
to the common man's drawing
room, then Viswanathan
Anand was engaged in mak-
ing it a national phenomenon
in the country “It is a matter
of pride for Bihar that he is
here,” he added.

NIIT general manager De-
vdas Banerjee welcomed the
guests,
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Celebs make
abee-line
for Pana

CHECKMATE: Vishy and
Deputy CM Sushil Modi

IT is celebrity time in Bihar
these days. Last week, it was
the turn of chess wizard Vish-
wanathan Anand and tabla
maestro Zakir Hussain to land in
Patna.

Anand was here to inaugurate
the Mind Champion Academy
that aims at producing ‘worid
chess champions of the future’
from rural India while Hussain
was in the city to regale the
lovers of Indian classical music
with his long-awaited concert.
Both the celebs turned nostal-
gic about Bihar: Hussain
recalled his last visit to Patlipu-
tra more than two decades ago
and promised his fans that his
next one would not take so
long. Vishy, on the other hand,
recalled this father’s associa-
tion with the state. He said that
though it was his maiden visit
to Bihar, his father had studied
at Jamalpur in Munger district
long, long ago. His fans were
mighty pleased with the worid
champ's hitherto unknown
‘Bihar connection’.

| & ¥

| Vishwanathan Anand in Patna on Thursday. P 3
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‘Chess can pick up in Bihar”

Abhay Singh | TNN

Patna: Three time World
Chess Champion
Viswanathan Anand had of-
fers to play roles in films, but
he had no time for it. He also
has his own regimen of going
to gym and tracking various
moves of the game whose
master he is, since he has not
yet thought of retiring. '
- Amidst all this, he is en-
gaged in carving out the de-
served space for chess in the
country. For, he does not want
chess to remain just an urban
phenomenon in the states like
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

He, instead, wants chess to
cross barriers and boundaries.
For, it was the idea of the pres-
ident of the International
Chess Federation. He is also
not worried about the kind of
attentjon that cricket has been
getting in the country. Nor by
the moolah that cricket brings.

On behalf of the Board for
Control of Cricket in India
(BCCI), ODI and Test captain
M S Dhoni presented him a
cheque of Rs 5 lakh for being
the world champion the third
time recently.

He definitely is not of the
view that the government can
do a lot to promote chess in
the country. “Chess is not gov-
ernment thing. Despite this,
it has improved a lot,” Anand
said, adding: “The amount of
attention chess gets today in
newspapers and magazines
wasn’t the case 10 or 25 years
ago. Today chess gets more
space than what it used to get.
It gives a nice feeling.”

As a mark of restoration
that this ancient game of the
country has got due to the lau-
rels he has won, Anand got
standing ovation in the packed
Indira Gandhi Planetarium
auditorium here on Thursday.
It was there for all to see when

he rose to speak at the launch
of NII'T MindChampion Acad-
emy here, and also after the
event concluded. Fittingly, Bi-
har’s deputy CM Sushil Ku-
mar Modi said he had brought
about a “revolution” in chess
the way it was being played in
the country, and the popular-
ity he had brought to it.
Anand is known for his speed.
The longest game he played
was of 12 hours.

Today, he is trying to give
speed to the process for the
spread of chess even in Bihar,
the region where chess orig-
inated. “Chess came from this
region. It will be very nice if
we can recreate that,” he said,
adding: “Chess can pick up
even in Bihar. Yes, it has
structure and rules. The trick
is simple. Once you start play-
ing, it is your reflex that takes
over. For, it is mental game
that is good for academic per-
formance, too.”
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Lalu is management guru
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