Celebrating a journey that travelled
to ten million students.




A journey of achievements

1999: Launch of NIIT School Learning Solutions (now nGuru)
with the first BOOT project awarded by the Tamil Nadu
Government to implement IT Labs in 371 government schools.

2000: Seizes the ‘Mahiti Sindhu’ project which involved implementation of
computer labs in 700 schools in Karnataka.
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2001: Launch of HIWEL (Hole-in-the-Wall), a joint
initiative of NIIT and the International Finance

Corporation. It aimed to bridge the digital gap in society
by taking computers to underprivileged children.

2002: School Learning Solutions makes its foray in Andhra Pradesh.
The state government awarded them with a project covering 663 government schools.

2002: Launch of NIIT ‘Mind Champions Academy’, a
joint initiative of World Chess Champion ‘Viswanathan
Anand” and NIIT to promote chess in schools.

2003: In Uttarakhand, NIIT in collaboration with
Microsoft flagged off project ‘Shiksha” an initiative to
‘teach the teachers.”

2003: Scindia School takes on nGuru as their ICT partner. It offered 24 x 7 learning
and took education to students, teachers and parents.

2003: nGuru enters Assam and is awarded with a

project under the ‘Rajiv Gandhi Computer Literacy
Programme’ to implement ICT in 140 schools.

2005: NIIT nGuru collaborated with the Chhattisgarh government to launch a unique
computer literacy programme for the girl child. The project ‘Chhattisgarh Suchna
Shakti Yojna” (CSSY) catered to 1,202 schools and 2 lakh girls.

2006: In a joint agreement with the Intel Chairman, Craig Barrett, NIIT nGuru
launched a project to give IT training to teachers in Himachal Pradesh.

2006: NIIT launched the ‘Digital Arts Festival’ that showcases the
creative use of ICT in art by students.

2007: Launch of Math lab on the occasion of Chidren’s Day.

2008: NIIT nGuru launched a holistic range of school
learning solutions: Interactive Classrooms, Math lab,
IT Wizard for students and Quick School for

school management.

2008: NIIT is conferred with the ‘UNESCO Award’ for
innovation in education. Soon after which it launched

Mobile Science Lab in 2010.

2008: NIIT nGuru bags the first MHRD funded ‘ICT at school’ project, encompassing 500
schools in Maharashtra.

2008: NIIT nGuru wins the largest ICT education

project of the decade, which was to provide
IT education in 2,005 schools in Andhra Pradesh.

2009: NIIT nGuru enters Gujarat through an ICT project covering 2,010 schools.

2010: NIIT nGuru-Mind Champions Academy sets a New
Guinness World Record when 20,480 participants, including
12,000 school students, played chess under the guidance of
Viswanathan Anand.

2011: NIIT nGuru and Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) introduced the first of its kind joint certificate
programme that aimed to ignite young minds through chess.

2011: NIIT nGuru’s impeccable execution helped them in acquiring a repeat
business from 2 state governments: projects covering 1,013 schools in Maharashtra
and 653 schools in Chhattisgarh.

2011: NIIT nGuru’s Mobile Science Lab is awarded the ‘Best
Innovation in Science Education’ at the World Education
Awards, 2011.




Press Release

NIIT's schools program empowers 10 Million students across India

Neemrana, Rajasthan, October 7, 2011: NIIT achieved a significant milestone in its mission to take
computer proficiency to the grass root levels, by imparting computer-based learning to 10 million students
across India on October 7, 2011.

Through its "NIIT@School' program that offers computer education in Government and private schools,
NIIT has been shaping the future of Indian students for over a decade now. NIIT's computer education
movement, introduced for the first time in 371 Government schools in Tamil Nadu in 1999 through the Public
Private Partnership model - now covers nearly 16,600 educational institutions across 18 States in the
country. From Keylong (Himachal Pradesh), to Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu), and from Vandh (Gujarat) to
Agartala (Tripura) the program spans the length and the breath of the country, reaching out to the students in
the farthest and the remotest corners of India.

At an event held at the not-for-profit NIIT University campus in Neemrana to mark the 10 million milestone
Mr. Kapil Sibal, Hon'ble Union Minister for Human Resource Development and Communications and IT,
delivered the keynote address and felicitated outstanding students and teachers from across the country.
Mr. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, NIIT, leading academicians, principals of various schools, bureaucrats
and members of NIIT and NIIT University were also present on the occasion.

Mr. Sibal congratulated NIIT for its significant contribution in bridging the digital divide, by bringing the light of
IT literacy into the lives of 10 million students. Sharing words of encouragement with students & teachers
from Assam, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi NCR and other parts of India, Mr. Sibal said that
the objective now is to take the 10 million number to many more millions and touch the entire community of
India's school going children.

Children recognised for their exemplary performance included - Mahasweta Kumar from Mangaldoi Govt
Girls Higher Secondary School, Darrang, Assam, who is the National winner of MindChampions Academy
2011 (ajointinitiative with Viswanathan Anand for developing young minds through Chess). Anirudh lyengar
from Pune was also felicitated for completing the first IGNOU certificate program in Chess as a mind
booster.

Touching the 10 million student count, involved creating 23,936 hours of content, setting up 1,07,209
computer based learning nodes, selecting, training, certifying 3,96,449 computer teachers, across
Government and Private schools. NIIT has indirectly made a positive contribution to the general
development of the villages where children are being taught computers. These villages in remote locations
now enjoy power supply, telephone and Internet connectivity.

The schools program is based on NIIT's founding vision of Bringing People and Computers Together
Successfully. The initiative showcases how advances in technology and innovations in learning can be
effectively harnessed to bring computer education within the reach of all, thereby providing every student an
opportunity to participate in India's transformation to a knowledge society.

\\.
° 0

Speaking on the role of technology-based education in shaping young minds, Mr Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman,
NIIT said, “Reaching the ten millionth school student is a significant achievement. A good education is the
foundation for a great future and we are proud to be involved in shaping the future of Indian school children.'

“NIIT is committed to making ICT enabled education more affordable and accessible by devising new ways of
learning and technology deployment,” added Mr. Pawar.

NIIT has been at the forefront of the global movement to bridge the digital divide, by bringing computer
education to the doorsteps of children from all segments of society. The journey to empower 10 million
students saw many significant milestones including initiatives like HIWEL (Hole-in-the-Wall) project that aims
to take computers to underprivileged children. MindChampions Academy (MCA), a joint initiative of World
Chess Champion Viswanthan Anand and NIIT to promote Chess in schools, set a new Guinness World
Record in 2010 when 20,480 participants played Chess simultaneously, guided by Viswanathan Anand.
NIIT's Schools program has received numerous recognitions during its journey, including the UNESCO
award for innovation in education which led to the launch of Mobile Science Lab.

Mr. Hemant Sethi, President, School Learning Solutions & HiWEL, NIIT said, “N/IT has overcome every
obstacle and crossed every divide, be it social or geographical, and has successfully reached out to school
students across India through its ICT enabled education solutions. Today, we are proud to have empowered 10
million students. And as | look into the future, | can see the faces of another 10 million children, whose lives will be
transformed by NIIT.”

AboutNIIT's schools program

NIIT provides complete IT integration solutions for both government and private schools. NIIT nGuru is a holistic
range of School Learning Solutions that aims to make the vital process of teaching and learning simpler, thus
bringing back the joy of learning for students. It is an integrated and comprehensive teaching, learning and
education resource planning solution for the schools that has been designed to address the needs of all key
stakeholders within the education realm Students, Teachers, School management and Parents.

NIIT@School initiative offers turnkey IT integration program tailored to the needs of educational institutions. The J
Schools program has been conceived and developed with a view to providing an offering that combines the
strength of both computer education and computer-aided education. With an exhaustive library of over 23,936
hours of content in both IT and non-IT subjects, covering various syllabi, the program brings in complete
expertise fora school's IT integration needs.

Several Indian State Governments have been extensively harnessing NIIT's strengths to take computer literacy
to government schools. NIIT's partnership with the Governments across 18 states like Assam, Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Maharashtra to name a few, has resulted in millions of young Indian citizens crossing the digital divide to
become IT savvy.
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Congratulating NIIT for empowering 10 million students
through its schools program, at a function held at the
campus of NIT University, Neemrana, Mr. Kapil Sibal,
Hon’ble Union Minister for Human Resource Development,
Communications & IT said,

“It's a very proud moment for us, because for one
institution... just one institution... to provide computer
education to 10 Million students is a milestone, | don’t
think any other institution could have reached anywhere
in the world. It's a monumental task, done with great
passion.”
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NIIT empowers

10 million
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M (left to right) Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for HRD, Communications
& IT,; Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, NIT and Hemant Sethi,
President, School Learning Solutions & HiWEL, NIT at NI'T
University, Neemrana

NIIT, on October 7, achieved a milestone in its mission to
take computer proficiency to the grassroots, by imparting
computer-based learning to 10 million students across In-
dia. Through its ‘NIIT@School’ programme that offers
computer education in government and private schools,
NIT has been shaping the future of Indian students for
over a decade now. NIIT's computer education move-
ment, introduced for the first time in 371 Government
schools in Tamil Nadu in 1999 through the Public Private
Partnership model, now covers nearly 16,600 educational
institutions across 18 states in the country. From Keylong
(Himachal Pradesh), to Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu), and
from Vandh (Gujarat) to Agartala (Tripura) the pro-
gramme reaches out to students in the farthest and re-
motest corners of India.

At an event held at the not-for-profit NIIT University
campus in Neemrana to mark the 10 million milestone
Kapil Sibal, Union Minister for Human Resource Develop-
ment and Communications and IT, delivered the keynote

address and felicitated outstanding students and teach-
ers from across the country. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman,
NIT, leading academicians, principals of various schools,

-bureaucrats and members of NIT and NIIT University

were also present on the occasion.

Congratulating NIIT, Sibal said, “It's a very proud mo-
ment for us, because for one institution...just one institu-
tion...to provide computer education to 10 million stu-
dents is a milestone I don't think any other institution
could have reached anywhere in the world..... It's a monu-
mental task, done with great passion.”

Sibal further acknowledged NIIT's contribution in
bridging the digital divide, by bringing the light of IT lit-
eracy into the lives of people who would never even have
seen a computer. Sharing words of encouragement with
students and teachers from Assam, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Delhi NCR and other parts of India, Sibal
said that the objective now is to take the 10 million num-
ber to many more millions and reach out to the entire
community of India’s school going children.

Children recognised for their exemplary performance
included Mahasweta Kumar from Mangaldoi Govt Girls
Higher Secondary School, Darrang, Assam, who is the Na-
tional winner of MindChampions Academy 2011 (a joint
initiative with Viswanathan Anand for developing young
minds through Chess). Anirudh Iyengar from Pune was
also felicitated for completing the first Ignou certificate
programme in chess as a mind booster.

Touching the 10 million student count, involved creat-
ing 23,936 hours of content, setting up 1,07,209 computer-
based learning nodes, selecting, training, certifying
3,96,449 computer teachers, across government and pri-
vate schools. NIIT has indirectly made a positive contribu-
tion to the general development of the villages where
children are being taught computers.

These villages in remote locations now enjoy power
supply, telephone and Internet connectivity. The schools
programme is based on NIIT's founding vision of Bringing
People and Computers Together — Successfully.

« Union minister for HRD Kapil Sibal with Rajendra Pawar and
Hemant Sethi of NIIT Ltd.

pacenotes

A huge milestone was crossed
by the global talent development
corporation, NTIT Ltd.'s Schools
Learning Solutions (SLS) busi-
ness, a first for any single edu-
eation institution in the world!

Bringing pride to India and
the training industry, NIIT SLS
announced that it had success-
fully empowered 10 million
schoolchildren across the
nation, through computer train-
ing and IT-assisted education
delivered to the doorsteps of
over 16,600 schools.

Union minister for human
resource development, com-
munications and information
technology and the chief guest
at the function, Kapil Sibal,
declared that 'for just one insti-
tution to provide computer
learning to 10 million students
is a monumental task, not pos-
sible withoul passion.’

The minister congratulated
SLS for touching the lives of
people who would never even
have seen a computer. With this
landmark, NII'T's mission, to
take computer proficiency to
the grass root levels and help
obliterate the digital divide,
reached a step closer to accom-
plishment.

During its historie journey,
SLS has created 23,936 hours
of content, set up 1,07,209 com-
puter-based learning nodes, and
selected, trained and certified
nearly four lakh computer
teachers in schools which has
indirectly contributed to the
development of several villages
in the country where basic
urban facilities were missing.

NIT flag-bearers including
its chairman and managing
director Rajendra Pawar; pres-
ident, School Learning
Solutions, Hemant Sethi; NIIT
University president Rajeev
Shorey, and Kapil Sibal, set the
ceremony in motion with the
traditional lighting of the lamp,
against the backdrop of an invo-
cation.

Two school principals, includ-
ing Renu Sehgal, principal of
Mody School, Laxmangarh and
Sudha Turaga, principal of Delhi
Public School, Nacharam,
Hyderabad, spoke about their
engagement with SLS, and how
they deployed the revolution-
ary Math Lab and othér cutting-
edge solutions for teaching and
improving the administration
processes of their institutions.
* The logo to commemaorate
the 10 million students mile-
stone was unveiled by the lead-
ers, in the presence of school
principals, academicians,
bureaucrats, school students
and the learners at NU.

The minister recognised the
exemplary performances of
Mahasweta Kumar from the
Mangaldoi Government Girls
Higher Secondary School in
Darrang, Assam, the national
winner of the MCA 201L

Anirudh Iyengar from Pune was
acknowledged as the first can-
didate to successfully complete
the innovative IGNOU certifi-
cate programme in chess as a
mind booster.

Sibal also presented plagues
and citations to four principals,
who had received National
Awards for introducing com-
puter based learning in their
institutions. The event was
brought to a close by Rajeev
Shorey, who thanked the min-
ister for joining NIIT in its his-
toric celebration, and encour-
aging both learners and teach-
ers to look to the future.
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‘Varsities need to improve’

ROLE MODEL K

HT Correspondent

NEEMRANA: While the Central
Universities are faring well, the
quality of education in the funds-
starved state universities has
to improve, Union minister for
human resources development
Kapil Sibal said on Friday.

“Central universities are get-
ting adequate funds. It is the
state universities that are
starved of funds. The quality of
education in the state universi-
ties has to improve. But that is
in the hands of the state gov-
ernments,” Sibal said at the
NIHT University here.

Commenting on the educa-
tion scenario in Rajasthan, Sibal
said, “Recently I saw media
reports that in Rajasthan, two
universities were giving Ph Ds
in three days.”

Earlier, he delivered the
keynote address at a function
to mark the 10 million milestone
of NIIT@School programme

STUDENTS
NPOWERED

u {from left) Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal, NIIT chairman
Rajendra Pawar and Hemant Sethi at an event held In Neemrana
on Friday, to mark empowerment of 10 million students. 1 PHOTO

that aims to take computer pro-
ficiency to the grassroots level
by imparting computer based
learning to 10 million students
across India. The computer edu-
cation movement was launched
in 1999 and now covers 16,600
educational institutes in 18
states,

Appreciating NII'T’s contri-

‘bution in helping to bridge the
digital divide and reach out to
the disadvantaged sections,
Sibal said technology played
an ever important role in
education.

During an interaction with
the students, Sibal was asked
about the mushrooming of
coaching institutes. Sibal noted

National Occupati
Standard will set the
benchmark for each
occupation under National
Vocational Education
Qualification Network

KAPIL SIBAL
nion human resources minister:

that Rajasthan has a large num-
ber of coaching institutes and
said the T Ramaswamy com-
mittee on JEE reforms was look-
ing into the issue.

“The problem is for the IITs
and IIMs, the Class 12 marks do
not count. The committee has
recommended that for admis-
sion in higher education insti-
tutes, there will be two param-
eters. The Class 12 result and
an aptitude test. If the Class 12
result will matter, the students
will give weightage to board
exams.”

apil Sibal praised NIIT initiative to reach out to the disadvantaged

He added that giving choice
of subjects to students apart
from Humanities, Science and
Commerce., was in the offing

“We are going to launch a
National Vocational Education
Qualification Network. Under
this, there will be a National
Occupational Standard that will
set the benchmark for each
oceupation and degrees will be
given accordingly for each occu-
pation.”

Sibal also felicitated out-
standing teachers and students
from across the country. Those
felicitated were Mahasweta
Kumar from Assam, a winner
of the Mind Champions
Academy, a joint initiative with
Viswanathan Anand to develop
young minds through Chess and
Anirudh Iyengar of Pune for
completing the first IGNOU cer-
tificate programme in chess.
Rajendra Pawar, chairman NIIT,
academicians and principals of
various schools were present.

olley of questions from
students unnerves Sibal

Minister’s answer to
some questions fails
to satisfy students

of NIIT in Neemrana

Abhishek Tiwari

Kapil Sibal was at his politi-
cal best during an interactive
session with the students at
the function organised at NIIT
University in Neemrana on
Thursday. During the ques-
tion answer session the
Union HRD minister shied
away from answering certain
questions posed by the stu-
dents.

After he delivered the key
note address, a question an-
swer session was initiated by
the organisers. Initially Sibal
seemed composed while an-
swering questions posed by
the students of various

HRD minister addresses students in Neemrana on Friday —bna

“Having PhD is not
enough to secure a job
in a college, one needs
to clear NET and SLET

. fo be eligible for
college teaching,” said
- Sibal while replying to
a question posed by
mediapersons on the
rule of making
NET/SLET mandatory
apart from PhD for
recruitment as lecturer
in colleges.

schools from Rajasthan and
NCR. However, he got a bit jit-
tery when a student posed a
question regarding inclusion
of those people, spending
%32 perday, in the BPL cate-
gory. He said, “I won't answer
such questions.”

He was soon bombarded

with questions as another
student asked him about the
idea behind spending so
much money on the recent-
ly launched Tablet PC Akash.
The student went on to add
that the money, if spent, on
opening more schools and
recruiting teachers would

have been of some worth.
Eyebrows were raised on this
question and Sibal said that
such questions are “political-
ly motivated.” A girl pursu-
ing engineering asked about
the reduced status of
renowned Delhi College of
Engineering from Central

university to a state universi-
ty. Sibal flatly told her to con-
tact the Delhi chief minister
for this. Reflecting upon the
effect of quota system on the
students of general catego-
ry, a girl from a school in
Ghaziabad narrated her case
wherein despite securing
high marks she couldn't
make it to National Talent
Search Examination while
the students from reserved
category got through even af-
ter securing a lower rank.
Sibal tried to pacify her by
terming the students from
the reserved category as
people away from main-
stream. He went on to add,
“Like a mother you should
learn the art of giving only
then you can rejoice and be
happy.” He then asked or-
ganisers to sum up the ses-
sion saying he was getting
late and left the venue soon.
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NIIT’s Schools Learning Solutions

empowers 10 million students across India
Celebrates monumental milestone at NIIT University in Neemrana
Felicitates Mahasweta Kumar of Assam, the National winner of MCA 2011

TE LOCATION WAS THE NIIT UNIVERSITY (NU) CAMPUS,
nestled in the sylvan surroundings of the Aravalli
hills in Neemrana, Rajasthan. The event was the
celebration of the huge milestone of crossing the mark of
10 million students by NIIT Ltd’s School Learning Solutions
(SLS) business, a first for any single education institution in
the world!

Bringing pride to India and the training industry, NIIT
SLS announced that it had successfully empowered 10
million school children across the nation, through computer
training and |T-assisted education delivered to the
doorsteps of over 16,600 schools.

It was a landmark, at once exciting, and awe-inspiring.
One that caused Hon'ble Union Minister of Human
Resource Development, Communications and Information
Technology, the Chief Guest at the function, Mr. Kapil Sibal
to declare, that “for just one institution to provide computer
learning to 10 million students was a monumental task,
not possible without passion.”

The Minister congratulated SLS for touching the lives of
people who would never even have seen a computer—the
marginalised and the have nots.

With this landmark, NIIT’s mission, to take computer
proficiency to the grass root levels and help obliterate the
digital divide, came a step closer to accomplishment. The
mind-boggling statistic also marked a high point in the
annals of SLS, that has been working diligently for over a
decade, to familiarise the country’s school children with
computers and use IT-enabled education to support
teachers, and bring the fun back into learning.

Under the aegis of SLS, NIIT launched its‘NIIT@Schools’
programme in 1999 with the prestigious BOOT project,
targeting 37| government schools in Tamil Nadu. It now
reaches 16,600 schools in 18 Indian states. From Keylong
(Himachal Pradesh) in the North, to Rameswaram (Tamil
Nadu) in the South, and from Vandh (Gujarat) in the West,
to Agartala (Tripura) in the East, the programme spans the
length and breadth of the country, connecting with students
in the farthest and remotest corners of India.

During its historic journey, SLS has created 23,936 hours
of content, set up 1,07,209 computer based learning nodes,
and selected, trained and certified nearly four lakh
computer teachers in India's schools. NIIT has indirectly
contributed to the development of several villages in the
country where basic urban facilities like electricity,

Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal (L) & NIT chairman
Rajendra Pawar (centre)

telephone and internet connectivity was missing. Children
in these villages now receive computer learning. Located
in the nooks and crannies of India, these villages now have
schools with regular power supply, and telephone and
Internet connectivity.

NIIT flag-bearers including its Chairman and Managing
Director, Mr. Rajendra Pawar, President, School Learning
Solutions, Mr. Hemant Sethi, NU President Mr.Rajeev Shorey,
and the Minister, Mr. Kapil Sibal, set the ceremony in motion
with the traditional lighting of the lamp, against the
backdrop of an invocation.

In his welcome address, Mr. Rajendra Pawar traced the
genesis of NIIT’s SLS, stating that the idea germinated in
the minds of NIIT leaders when concerns about the digjtal
divide became focal, and the Indian government sought
help from the private sector to take computer education
to the rural landscape.

Kick starting the computer education movement
in Indian schools

Ts COMPANY'S MISSION WAS TO TAKE COMPUTER LEARNING
to each and every child in India, a part of its larger,
over-reaching dream of ‘bringing people and computers
together, successfully.

“The government was keen for someone to do the end-
to-end piece. NIIT took up the challenge, provided the
infrastructure, the classrooms, trained teachers, the
hardware, software, connectivity and content. We offered
end-to-end, workable solutions, taking high quality IT
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training everywhere, even the far flung areas,” commented
Mr. Pawar.

Stating that the SLS initiative was the closest to NIIT’s
heart, Mr. Pawar added that NIIT still had miles to go in
this journey.

Mr. Pawar, also focused attention on NIIT University, calling
it NIIT’s next big piece of passion,and a new model in the
field of education.“NU is a post industrialisation University,
shaped in accordance with the knowledge society and
working to create a new paradigm of learning to deal with
the future,” Mr. Pawar said.

Talking in detail about SLS and its evolution, its President,
Mr.Hemant Sethi spotlighted the key signposts in its timeline.
These, he said, included the launch of HIWEL (the well
known Hole in the Wall project) that aimed to take
‘minimally invasive' computer learning to underprivileged
children; the NIIT MindChampions Academy (MCA), set
up jointly with World Chess Champion, Mr.Viswanathan
Anand to promote chess in schools;and NIIT's innovations
in the area of education such as the Interactive Classroom,
the Mobile Science Lab and Math Lab. Mr. Sethi spoke about
how the MCA, guided by Mr. Anand, had set a new
Guinness record in 2010, enabling 20,430 participants to
play Chess simultaneously, as part of the Swarnim Gujarat
initiative. He also shared with the gathering news about
NABET, an accreditation programme for schools,
introduced in 201 1.

M. Sethi’s introduction to SLS was followed by a special
film on NIIT's tryst with India’s children, and how it had
evoked in them a spirit of curiosity, and the love for
computers.

Spotlighting teachers and students
'I‘wo SCHOOL PRINCIPALS, INCLUDING MS RENU SEHGAL,
Principal, Mody School, Laxmangarh and Mrs Sudha
Turaga, Principal, Delhi Public School, Nacharam,
Hyderabad then spoke about their engagement with SLS,
and how they had deployed the revolutionary Math Lab
and other cutting-edge solutions for teaching and improving
the administration processes of their institutions.

The logo to commemorate the 10 million students
milestone was then unveiled by the leaders, in the presence
of school principals, academicians, bureaucrats, school
students and the learners at NU. The Minister felicitated
teachers from NIIT's partner schools, who had made
pioneering moves to embrace computers and computer-
assisted education on their turf. The Minister recognised
the exemplary performances of Mahasweta Kumar from
the Mangaldoi Government Girls Higher Secondary School
in Darrang, Assam, the National winner of the MCA 201 |.
Anirudh lyengar from Pune was acknowledged as the first
candidate to successfully complete the innovative IGNOU
certificate programme in Chess as a mind booster. Mr.

Sibal presented plaques and citations to four principals,
who had received National Awards for introducing
computer based learning in their institutions.

The new paradigms shaping education
LN HIS KEYNOTE, THE MINISTER TALKED ABOUT THE
ransformation taking place within education over the
centuries, where teachers were no longer the sole
repositories of knowledge. “The 2|* century has changed
all that, and in this environment, the role of students,
teachers, content, and delivery has also altered,” Mr. Sibal
stated.

According to the Minister, there was new energy in
imparting knowledge to learners. Computers had placed
the world in the grasp of their hands. “YVe want to reach
knowledge to the disadvantaged, so that they can access it
by just a touch of their fingers. That is India’s journey for
tomorrow. The question is how we can take this journey
forward,” Mr. Sibal said.

The minister added that the 2ist century was all
about collaboration, not just between the teacher and
the student, but between the community, the
neighbourhood, the private sector and governments. In
order to empower children, it was important for the
entire eco-system, and all stakeholders to engage and
redefine their relationships.

“This needs a paradigm shift—in the way the role of
teachers and students—is reinvented. We will have to
reinvent the way learners interact with nature, and the
world beyond. Education is not just about cold print. In
the 20™ century, text books were the key. Today, there is a
need to break through the walls of the classroom.
Technology is the enabler, that will help students go beyond
the classroom, grasp the world, traverse the information
highway and relate to the environment around them.
Teachers will have to help students enter the doorways
they want to go through, to choose the paths they want,”
he shared.

“Open your minds, break barriers,” the Minister
exhorted the students. Mr. Sibal also took time out,
despite a hectic schedule, to answer probing and
thought-provoking questions from both school and
university students. He shared his views on the country’s
education system, the reforms it required and the
challenges it was facing. Touching upon issues such as
Board Examinations, the need for more [ITs, reservations
and the quota system, and a host of other subjects, the
Minister urged students to carve out their own path,
become entrepreneurs, and wrest opportunities with
freedom and boldness.

The event was brought to a close by Mr. Rajeev Shorey,
who thanked the Minister for joining NIIT in its historic
celebration, and encouraging both learners and teachers
to look to the future.
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NIIT Empowers 10 Million
Students Across India

NIIT School Learning Solutions celebrated monumental milestone at NIIT

University in Neemrana

After successfully empowering over 10 million school children
across the nation through computer training and having de-
livered IT-assisted education to the doorsteps of over 16,600
schools, NIIT Ltd.'s Schools Learning Solutions (SLS) busi-
ness, celebrated its accomplishments, on 7th October 2011,
at its campus in Delhi's satellite city — Neemarana.
Inaugurated by chief guest, Kapil Sibal, the Union Minis-
ter of Human Resource Development, Communications and
Information Technology, the event received congratulations
from the honourable minister for touching the lives of people
who have never seen a computer—the marginalised and the
have nots. Praising the SLS, Sibal went on to declare, that “for
just one institution to provide computer learning to 10 million
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students was a monumental task and not possible without
passion.”

In his keynote, the Minister talked about the transformation
taking place within education over the centuries, where teach-
ers were no longer the sole repositories of knowledge. “The
21st century has changed all that, and in this environment,
the role of students, teachers, content, and delivery has also
altered,” Sibal stated.

According to the Minister, there was new energy in imparting
knowledge to learers. Computers had placed the world in the
grasp of their hands.

“We want to reach knowledge to the disadvantaged, so
that they can access it by just a touch of their fingers. That is
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India’s journey for tomorrow. The question is how we can take
this journey forward,” Sibal said.

The Minister added that the 21st century was all about col-
laboration, not just between the teacher and the student, but
between the community, the neighbourhood, the private sector
and governments. In order to empower children, it was impor-
tant for the entire eco-system, and all stakeholders to engage
and redefine their relationships.

"This needs a paradigm shift—in the way the role of teachers
and students—is reinvented. We will have to reinvent the way
learners interact with nature, and the world beyond. Education
is not just about cold print. In the 20th century, text books were
the key. Today, there is a need to break through the walls of the
classroom. Technology is the enabler that will help students
go beyond the classroom, grasp the world, traverse the infor-
mation highway and relate to the environment around them.
Teachers will have to help students enter the doorways they
want to go through, to choose the paths they want,” he shared

“OPEN YOUR MINDS, BREAK BARRIERS,” THE MINIS-
TER EXHORTED THE STUDENTS.

Under the aegis of SLS, NIIT launched its ‘NIIT@Schools' pro-

gramme in 1999 with the prestigious BOOT project, targeting
371 government schools in Tamil Nadu. It now reaches 16,600
schools in 18 Indian states. From Keylong (Himachal Pradesh)
in the North, to Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu) in the South, and
from Vandh (Gujarat) in the West, to Agartala (Tripura) in the
East, the programme spans the length and breadth of the
country, connecting with students in the farthest and remotest
corners of India

The minister recognised the exemplary performances of Ma-
hasweta Kumar from the Mangaldoi Government Girls Higher
Secondary School in Darrang, Assam, the national winner of
the MCA 2011. Anirudh lyengar from Pune, was also acknowl-
edged as the first candidate to successfully complete the in-
novative IGNOU certificate programme in chess as a mind
booster.

Sibal also presented plaques and citations to four principals,
who had received National Awards for introducing computer
based learning in their institutions.

During its historic journey, SLS has created 23,936 hours
of content, set up 1,07,209 computer based learning nodes,
and selected, trained and certified nearly four lakh computer
teachers in India's schools. NIIT has indirectly contributed to
the development of several villages in the country where ba-
sic urban facilities like electricity, telephone and internet con-
nectivity was missing. Children in these villages now receive
computer leaming. Located in the nooks and crannies of India,
these villages now have schools with regular power supply,
and telephone and Internet connectivity.

NIIT flag-bearers including Rajendra Pawar, Chairman and
Managing Director, NIIT, Hemant Sethi, President, School
Learning Solutions, Rajeev Shorey, NU President and Kapil
Sibal, the Union minister for Human Resource Development
who set the ceremony in motion with the traditional lighting of
the lamp, against the backdrop of an invocation.

Talking in detail about SLS and its evolution, its President,.
Hemant Sethi highlighted the key signposts in its timeline.
These, he said, included the launch of HIWEL (the well known
Hole in the Wall project) that aimed to take 'minimally invasive’
computer learning to underprivileged children; the NIIT Mind-
Champions Academy (MCA), set up jointly with World Chess
Champion, Viswanathan Anand to promote chess in schools;
and NIIT's innovations in the area of education such as the
Interactive Classroom, the Mobile Science Lab and Math Lab.
Sethi spoke about how the MCA, guided by Anand, had set
a new Guinness World Records in 2010, enabling 20,430 par-
ticipants to play Chess simultanecusly, as part of the Swamim
Gujarat initiative. He also shared the news about NABET, an
accreditation programme for schools, introduced in 2011

Sethi's introduction to SLS was followed by a special film on
NIIT's tryst with India’s children, and how it had evoked a spirit
of curiosity and the love for computers in them.

The event was brought to a close by Rajeev Shorey, who
thanked the Minister for joining NIIT in its historic celebration,
and encouraging both learners and teachers to look to the fu-
ture dé
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NIIT crosses 10 million students

NIIT said it has achieved a milestone in its mission to
take computer proficiency to the grassroots levels, hy
imparting computer-based learning to 10 million
student across India.
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