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Dal, batti, computer!

A remote village in Rajasthan wakes to computer knowledge

The air was marked by festivity. It resembled one of those well-known melas that Rajasthan, India’s most colorful state, is famous for. Men and women, in traditional Rajasthani attire—impressive turbans bobbing among a sea of shocking pink and flaming red lehangas—crowded around together, pressing forward to catch their first glimpse of a computer.
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A “chakla,” masquerading as a mouse pad, bore witness to the excitement, the curiosity and the whispered urgency of the assembled villagers and their immense desire to see and know the magical new device being unveiled before them. Discovering the correlation between what was being typed on the keyboard and what appeared on the computer, sent waves of animated chattering across the gathering. The women just loved typing their names on the florescent screen. It was all very new, very mind boggling and above all, very exhilarating.

And it all happened at a quiet Indian village, one you’d be hard pressed to find on the country’s map. Within Rajasthan, the colorful state where it is located, Doli (district Jodhpur) it is a sandy, austere village, with not too many distinguishing characteristics. Today, however, thanks to its ambitious vision and dreams of computer literacy, the village could well be the most IT savvy domain within the desert country in the near future. 

A special camp—organized by NIIT in Doli, (under the Luni village panchayat), to mark World Computer Literacy 2003 celebrations—set this quaint Rajasthani village on its path of IT literacy and citizen empowerment. The enthusiastic response from the villagers, meanwhile, was there for all to see. 

Held at the Shri Saraswati Upper Primary School in Doli, the day-long workshop drew the interest of the Loni Panchayat samiti sarpanches and other elected leaders. Surya Kanta Vyas, Jodhpur MLA and chief guest at the function, exhorted her colleagues to make Doli the most computer-aware village in Rajasthan. By taking her first steps towards IT knowledge, she set the tempo for WCLD 2003 movement in India’s desert state. She was joined in the task by Ram Pyari, the lady sarpanch of Doli village panchayat, the President, BJP (Jodhpur district) Mr. Upendra Dave and the panch, sarpanch and gram sevaks of 59 panchayat samitis around Jodhpur. 

Not only did the WCLD 2003 event in Doli village enable these people’s representatives at the grassroot level cross the digital divide, it also contributed towards narrowing the rural-urban chasm, that currently separates over 80 percent of India residing in villages, from the elite, 20 percent, that’s part of the urban milieu.  With the first click of the mouse at Doli, simple village folk gained parity with their contemporaries in the IT-oriented cities of India, and made a vital move to integrate into the emerging global e-environment. 

Recognition of the fact that the computer literacy movement at the village level needs to be driven by the more knowledgeable and experienced panchayat leaders, inspired NIIT to center the Rajasthan WCLD 2003 event around these democratically elected captains.

These repositories of IT knowledge will, in the next phase, percolate this awareness, down to the ordinary men and women of the village. Doli’s citizens will then walk tall in the world of computer literates.
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