About Hole-in-the-Wall (HiWEL)
Lighting the spark of learning

Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HiWEL) is a joint venture between NIIT Ltd. and the International Finance
Corporation (a part of The World Bank Group).
Coinciding with the Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for the society, by first
testing this innovative technology in a slum in South Delhi, located adjacent to one of its software factories. As an
experiment, a Hole in the Wall was made, through the centre’s compound wall and a computer screen was installed,
facing the slum. The effects were monitored by the R&D lab located in-house. It was observed that children were
doing a number of interesting things with the computer, without any assistance. It was haphazard, but it had a sense
of discovery & learning. This laid the foundation for further research which helped NIIT finally develop Playground
Learning Stations (PLS), to give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the world.
Formally called Minimally Invasive Education, the experiment was replicated in two other rural sites in the same year.
The first adopter of the idea was the Government of NCT of Delhi, which set up 30 Playground Learning Stations in
a resettlement colony by 2000.
With the formation of HiWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which Learning Stations were
set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-the-Wall reached Cambodia through the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India.
Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations over last 8 years. The number
is going to double with more than 200 stations being installed in 2009. Besides India, HiWEL also has projects in
African countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Nigeria and in Cambodia.
HiWEL is now poised to scale up the idea of Hole-in-the-Wall to make a significant contribution to improving
elementary education and life skills of children across the world, especially those in disadvantaged communities in
rural areas and urban slums.
What started as an experiment from a Hole-in-the-Wall, has become India’s gift to the world.
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