Satya Nadella lauds Indian tech

India-born CEO of Microsoft meets PM and techies on a one-day tour
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INDIA-born CEO of Mi-
crosoft Satya Nadella on
Monday said developers
and entrepreneurs from
India are playinga key role
in driving innovation —
both in the country and
outside — and the compa-
ny wants to be the platform
for creators here.

adella, on a one-day
trip to India, met commu-
nications and IT minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad as
well as student developers
and entrepreneurs. He also
met prime minister Naren-
dra Modi to discuss issues
pertaining to the IT sector
and enhancing partnership
for initiatives like Digital
ndia.

“Discussed various is-
sues pertaining to the IT
sector with @Microsoft
CEO @satyanadella @Mi-
crosoftindia,” Modi tweet-
ed after the meeting.

According to sources,
the meeting revolved aro-
und open source policy, en-
gagement of Microsoft for
linking Skype and Aadhaar
and enhanced cooperation
for cloud services in the
government sector.

“It’s so inspiring for me
to come here to see this
broad spectrum of student
developers, entrepreneurs,
artists and even some big
brands, e-commerce com-
panies who are all chang-
ing the landscape of India
and thereby, the world,”
Nadella said while deliver-
ing keynote address at Mi-
crosoft’s “Tech For Good,
Ideas for India’ event. He
added that itis a “privilege”
to be “a platform under-
neath this Indian success

“Our mission is to em-

power every person and or-
ganisation on the planet to
achieve more. It's not
about celebrating our tech-
nologies. It's about cele-
brating technologies that
you all in India create. In
fact, I want us to be the
platform creators that fos-
ter ingenuity of what is
happening in India,” Satya
Nadell

‘This is Nadella’s third
visit to the country since he
took over as Microsoft CEO
in February 2014. In De-
cember, he was in Mumbai
and had also visited T-Hub
in Hyderabad.

adella’s visit comes

close on the heels of Apple
CEO Tim Cook’s four-day
tour of India. During his
visit, Cook had met Modi as
well as business leaders
like ICICI MD and CEO
Chanda Kochhar, Tata
Group chairman_ Cyrus
Mistry and Bharti Airtel
chairman Sunil Bharti Mit-
tal.

Both Nadella and Cook
have offered support to var-
ious government’s initia-
tives like Digital India and
Startup India.

Nadella quoted poet
Mirza ~ Ghalib's ~famous
lines, Hazaaron khwahis-
hen aisi ke har khwahish
pe dam nikle, Bahut niklay
mere armaan, lekin. phir
bhi kam nikle and encour-
aged youngsters in the au-
dience to be bold and ambi-
tious. “I learn something
new... There are so many
layers there... My interpre-
tation of that is... It’s not
just your dreams being ful-
filled, it is your ability to
dream that is worth dying
for. It is a source of inspira-
tion,” he said

Talking about the
changing  landscape of
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= According o sources, the meeting of Nadella and the
PM revolved around open source policy, engagement of
Microsoftfor linking Skype and Aadhaar and enhanced
cooperation for cloud servi the government sector

= Satya Nadella, on a one-day trip fo Indio, also met
‘communications and IT minister Ravi Shankar Prasad as
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= Microsoft CEO aftended a meefing with execufivesl, wh-
ich was attended by Infel south Asia MD Debjani Ghosh,
IL&FS chairman Ravi Parthosarathy, Wipro president and
COO Bhanumurthy BM and NIIT CEO Rahul Patwardhan

technology, Nadella said platform of growth for
the “idea of conversations  India. “If you innovate in
asaplaform® isa transfor-  India for India, you are
mative change in comput-  going to be able to innovate
ing “When you change the for the world and India
way you see the world, you  then can become the en-
change the world you see,”  trepreneurial engine for
Nadella added the next 6 billion people on

Minister of state for fi-  the planet just like the US
nance Jayant Sinha, who s the entrepreneurial en-
was also present at the gine for the top one billion
event, said technology isa  people... That's the oppor-

tunity we have, and that is
India’s economic future,”
he stresse
Earlier, in the
Nadella, met Prosad_ ani
discussed how Microsoft's
contribution to the govern-
ment’s Digital India initia-
tive can be enhanced.

EO  @Microsoft
@satyanadella met me
today, Discussed in en-
hancing cooperation with
Microsoft towards @ Digi-
talindia,” the minister
tweeted after the meeting

The  Hyderabad-born
Nadella also attended a
meeting with industry ex-
ecutives organised by in-
dustry body Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII)

The session was attend-
ed by leaders like Intel VP
sales' and  marketi
ng and South Asia MD De-
bjani Ghosh, IL&FS cha
irmani Ravi Parthasara
thy Wipro president and

0 Bhanumurthy BM
A NITT G50 Rahul Pat-
wardhan.

Nadella had ~ visited

mong one
of the largest R&D bases
for the company, in De-
cember last year. He had
visited Mumbai and incu-
bation centre T-Hub in Hy-
deraba

Satya Narayana Nadella
is an India-born American
business executive. He was
appointed as CEO of Mi-
crosoft on 4 February 2014,
succeeding Steve Ballmer

Before becoming chief
executive officer of Mi-
crosoft, he was executive
vice president of Mi-
crosoft’s cloud and enter-
prise group, responsible for
building and running the
company's computing plat-
forms, developer tools and
cloud computing services.




