School Assistance Apps a Class Apart

Such apps gaining popularity as parents and schools turn to technology for enhancing safety of children and improving administration
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New Delhi: Rachna and Satish Jha can
now track their 10-year-old daughter
when she’s on her way back from Green-
wood International School in Bengalu-
ru. The parents don’t normally monitor
the school bus bringing their daughter
home, butthemobileapplication North-
star comes in handy in case the journey
gets prolonged due to a traffic jam.

Such apps are gaining popularity as
parents and schools turn to technology
forenhancingsafety of childrenand im-
proving administration. Just as tutor
apps have attracted the interest of ven-
ture capitalists, a number of startups
has come up to offer services to schools,
a not-for-profit sector in India.

These companies are coming up with
apps around the school ecosystem and
have managed to attract funding too,
providing services ranging from calen-
dar planning for students, taking atten-
dance with a swipe on the phone and
even building tools to help collect fees
from parents online.

“The needs of today are so different
from that even 10 years ago. Traffic on
theroads isbad and the law and order si-
tuation has worsened. A number of
third-party platforms are relevant for
school students when it comes to safety
as well as to organise school data and
create institutional memory,” said San-
deep Hooda, co-founder of Gurgaon-ba-
sed Vega Schools.

SCHOOL BUS TRACKING APPS

AppAlert, Trackschoolbus and North-

star are some such apps which allow re-

al-time tracking of school buses with

roll-call capability. '
AppAlertrecently raised ¥6 crore from

angel investors based out of Delhi and

competes with the other twoappstopro- -

vide real-time tracking of school buses
including what stop the bus is at when
youcheck it.

Bobbie H Kalra and Shyam Rama-
murthy of the company that launched
Northstar recommend that schools re-
ward bus drivers who are able to finish
theirtripsontimesoastoencourage he-
althy competition and safe driving.

According to Mumbai's EuroSchool,
which uses bus safety technology, such
apps have helped parents and the school
administration ensure safe carriage of

children. “The availability of alivefeed

of the bus commute also ensures safety
of children inside the bus and helps us
monitorand correct any shortcoming,”
said Vikas Phadnis, trustee at Euro-
School Education Trust.

PARENT-TEACHER ENGAGEMENT -
PLATFORMS '
A Bengaluru-based app company Edu-
chat emulates the Whatsapp model for
schools, allowing teachers, parents and
students to stay connected and turn eve-
ry classroom intoa safe and secure onli-
ne community “Communication bet-
ween parents and schools is a big pro-
blem and sometimes parents even have
to wait an entire day to meet institution
heads. With the app, parents have direct
access to the principal as well as tea-
chers,” said Chander Prakash Garg,
who has developed Educhat.

The free of cost model for both parents
and teachers engages 4,200 schools
usingits mobile and web platforms. The
company plans toscaleup by selling stu-
dents customised higher education so-
lutions if they optionally want to take
that up. The company received funding
even before launching the venture but
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Gargdid not disclose the amount.
Earlier this year, Jaipur-based co-foun-
ders of MyLy app, Gaurav Mundra and
Madhup Bansal, raised seed funding of
$100,000 (about 267.lakh). This app enab-
les teachers to remind parents via Goog-
le calendars about the events taking pla-
ce at school, upload videos and photog-
raphs from events that have gone by and
even take attendance. MyLy will go live
next month with a tool that allows pa-
rentstopay thefeetotheschoolas wellas

facilitate schools in this process.

In Mumbai, Emissio’s creators Kuma-
il Amiruddin and Mazahir Mandasaur
wala, who work with 180 schools across
the world and 40 in India, were convin-
ced that news was never reaching pa-
rents via the means of a circular.

“When we were young, we made paper
planes out of school circulars and that
was the end of the story,” said Amirud-
din. Today, the company is backed by

Cox & Kings to promote its app solution
to schools where six core functions are
taken care of including calendars, pho-
tographs, messages, PDFs and links
thatcan be sentacross. The school invol-
ved has to send simple messages thro-
ugh the app. ;

The business model is an average per
student subscription fee of Rs 250 rupe-
es per year that includes orientation to
the app. Emissio engages 800 students
onaverage per school.

But developers have their concerns
about competition. “This is a-copycat
market since conceptually it is easy to
build such apps. The real challenge is to
execute the jobwell,” said Amiruddin.

form and relevant content bundle inclu-
ding digital textbooks, animations, etc.

Edutor charges the school, Which may
in turn charge parents as partof its fees.
The company charges per student licen-
cefor theapplication software ina yearly
subscription model priced at%2,000-6,000
depending on the content and syllabus.

It currently works with Modern Scho-
ol on Delhi’s Barakhamba Road, Delhi
Public School in Faridabad and Indus
World School Gurgaon, among others,
to get tablet brands such as Samsung
and Lenovo or brands like Microsoft
and has tied up with publishers such as
McGraw Hill Education Pearson, Ox-
ford University Press and S Chand and
more. It has 80,000 subscribers from mo-
re than 110 campuses in India.

Last year, Hyderabad Angels, a net-
work of angel investors focused on ear-
ly-stage businesses, exited education
startup Edutor Technologies with sub-
stantial returns.

At Mumbai's Oberoi International
School, a similar international app by
the name SeeSaw is used on tablets.
With this, student work can be shared
with classmates and parents or publis-
hed to a class blog, giving students an
audience for their work and offering pa-
rents a personalised window into their
child’slearning. -'

FEECOLLECTION THE NEXT BIG THING

NIIT has an app called Quick School, de-
veloped for schools to manage informa-
tion spanning all functional require-
ments such asfee collection, report card

- generation, payroll, admissions, inven-

ENRICHING TEXTBOOKS .
Ignitor, a learning platform, is literally
reducing the “burden” of students. The
app helps educational institutes procu-
re quality tablets and a software plat-

tory management and transportation.
It also has the unique feature of modu-
les which facilitate the implementation
of CCE (Continuous and Comprehensi-
ve Evaluation) guidelines.



