GAME-CHANGERS E-SCHOOLING

AHOLE NEWWAY OF LEARNING

Online learning is
transforming India's primary
education landscape

initiatives such as
Hole-in-the-Wall, set up in
Delhi and now available
across 23 states

E-learning

Provides educationop-

portunities to children

who otherwise have no
boess of lime to attend schools.

No Pressure

Liearing is made interactive, often in

mobie classrooms, without

tear of failure of punishment.

Customised Subjects
Each child gets a chance (o leaem
what he or she wants to froma
seamiess databate, rather than
stisdy a generic curriculum.
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E-LEARNING ™
Reach I

E-deaming is changing the way
education s distributed. with

n the remate village of Laya, Bhutan,
two cight-year-olds, Sakyamuni Dorje
and Chana, it in front of a computer
phaced beneath a tree in the village, ex-
plaining key points of & Wikipedia entry
on arthritis 10 a semi-nomadic yak her-
der. Two years ago, the two children
coubdn't read English and had never seen
a keyboard, This computer s one of the
500 stations set up around the world by
the: Hole-in-the-Wall initative (HIWEL), a
branch of the sir Group. With ne quali-
fiedd teacher, these stations give 420,000
children a chance to teach themselves.
“The traditional system of schoaling
where each person is trained to read,
write, do maths and not think independ-
ently, is obsolete wday. We noed a cur-
riculum that equips children with skills
they can actually use in the 2151 century.
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Sugata Mitra, chief scientist emeritus at
warr, who won the first-cver $1 million
grant from the TED Foundation o fur-
ther his work and research in the field.
Mitra, 61, who teaches at Neweastho
University, UK, set up the first HIWEL sta-
thon on Jamuary 26, 1999 as an experi-
ment 1o goe what would happen if &
commpaiter was introduced to slum chil
dren with no guidance or supervision

cut a hale in the boundary wall that di-

Hroem Hoke-inthe-Wall slone.
Retention

Astudy done by eCore in the
[ USshowed that retention
rates bor e-learning courses.
were 83 per cent. 20 per
cent more than those
for regudar classes,

» Flat World

, Enables connections with
[ ke-minded students
inthe global

e-bearming community,

cided our i offics in Kalkaji, Delhi, from
a nearby sham. A few days later | visited
theem and rmma the rh||dm|| h-«r]. each

munlr\ 1 waiched slum rluldnn i
Karnataka use a voice command soft-
ware 1o learn an Am
dents in Tamil Nacdu pic
modelling and children in Delhi weaching
wach other English nrsery rhymes. [ re-
alised when children are given the
means, they start thinking for them-
selves. They start learning instead of just
studying,” says Mitra. By Sonall Acharies
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“ IF YOU LET

CHILDREN THINK
FOR THEMSEIVES

THEY COME OUT OF
THEIR SHELL AND
START LEARNING
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STEAD OF JUST

Sugata Mitra,
Creator of in-the-Wa
scientist emeritus, NIIT

E-SCHOOLING
W WORKS

ntroruced and shadents

divided into groups.
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E-LEARNING FORALL
Students
design their own path and
pace of learning,

SaVE MONEY O EXPENSIve
after-school tuition classes.
Companies

ermploy stutents wha have destinct
theught and analysis patterns.



