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he a ge pupil-
teacher ratio in vari-
ous categories of
schools covered in the
All India Student
Education Survey is
healthy 31. But the figure could go
up to one teacher per 120 students
and, in the worst cases, even 600, if
you consider that most of them teach
more than one subject. Even then,
you have to overlook the fact that
many of these teachers add to the
numbers, but don't really add value
to the education system.

The task is daunting — we need
more than 350,000 engineering
teachers alone to cater to some four
million students in the field. That is
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~A Cloudburst
inthe Classroom

The cloud could fill the gaps in India’s education sector, but
costs and last-mile connectivity are constraints - for now.
By NANDAGOPAL RAJAN
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could be the wonder pill for what ails
Indian education, but its adoption is
hampered by costs and poor last-mile
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has developed an integrated hard-

chany

in Delhi

ware-software cloud solution for ed-
ucation, called Cisco Education
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Code-named Dwara, this
box promises to reduce the cc
implementing cloud solutions to a
dollar per child per month (see A Box
Called Dwara, 65),
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studenits in small cities like Agra to
prepare for the annual Graduate
Aptitude Test in Engineering. But the
largest on-ground implementation is
NIIT's Cloud Campus, now available
in over 150 centres nationwide.
NIIT gives students access to its
faculty as round-the-clock
availability of labs, course content
and collaborative platforms (See
Learning in the Cloud, page 64). So
while hundreds of students enrol in
small towns such as Bagdogra, West

Lessons on Buddynet
Demand Students work

If students miss ~ on a project with
a class they a network of
can download friends,

a lesson and with faculty

the instructor’s chipping in
notes, and learn when needed
Bengal, and Haldwani, Uttarakhand,

culty, in big
olds such as

to learn from the be:
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Cloud Campus gives them time, for

example, to do an ev 2 course in

commerce at Delhi University.
NIT chief executive G. Raghavan
ally

and learning on demand. “Flexibility
will be in terms of when, wi nd
how to learn,” he says. ¢
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