India to be parallel mfg hub to China: Prasad

Retain your number while shifting cities

New Delhi: You can retain your mobile number while changing
cities from Friday with the national mobile number portability
(MNP) becoming a reality. Operators, including Airtel, Vodafone,
Idea Cellular, R-Com and state-run BSNL and MTNL, have already
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ndia will emerge as a par-
Iallel production hub to

China for global markets
in electronics manu-
‘facturing as the gov-
ernment shifts atten-
tion to boost- the
making of sophisti-
) cated, high-technolo-
gy products in the p

towards India as a
manufacturing destination,
and this will only grow,” Pra-
sad tells TOI in an interview.
Excerpts:

How crucialis the manu-
facturing of electronicsin

‘Make in India’ drive?

We are aggressively pursu-
ing the manufacturing of
electronic goods in India be-
cause if this is not done now,
we may stare at a
huge foreign ex-
| change bill in the
coming years which
can be catastrophic
for the economy. In-
dia is buying elec-

|

~country, says tele- . tronic goods atarap-
com and IT minister Telecom & IT id pace and if we do
Ravi Shankar Pra- minister Ravi not start manufac-
sad. “Thereisasurge Shankar Prasad turing the products,

the import bill by
2020 is forecasted to be alarm-
ingat $400 billion, which will
be more than oil import bill.

Chinahas emerged asama-
jor manufacturing location
for electronics and is seen

as a factory for the world.

Do you think that India has
the capacity to matchup to
our neighbour?

I want the production of elec-
tronics tobe at the center-stage
of India’s manufacturing eco-
system. We want India to be a
global manufacturing hub for
electronics, running parallel
to China. We are confident of
achieving this task, and it
should happen very soon.

Have the incentives offered
by the government yielded
any results?

We are seeing a rush as far as
new investments are con-
cerned. Companies are at-
tracted by India’s huge do-
mestic consuming market as
well as a pro-active govern-
ment, which believes in

started rolling out full MNP plans.

At present, you have to pay roaming charges if you use your
number outside your home city, except for BSNL. Also, you will
be billed on STD rates for the calls. A full MNP will help you do
away with these charges as your new city becomes your home
base withoutany change inthe phone number. tnn

transparent decision-mak-
ing. We have received 72 pro-

_posals to the tune of Rs 23,000

crore, of which 42 proposals
worth Rs 12,000 crore have al-
ready been cleared. Compa-
nies that are investing in-
clude Korea’s Samsung,
Germany’s Bosch, Japan’s
Nidec and Panasonic. These

are in segments such as elec-
tronic components, telecom
network equipment, LED,
consumer electronics, auto-
motive, solar panels and stra-
tegic electronics. We have
even brought in medical elec-
tronics within the ambit of
this sector as 100% FDI is al-
lowed here.



