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Preparing to fly to India yesterday to begin a one-year internship are Moses Kotane Institute students Wiseman Mndaweni,

Nonkululeko Nxumalo, Nokulunga Sithole, Tholithemba Ngema, Zanele Msweli, Sthembiso Sibiya, Slindile Mbatha, Cebile Biyela,
Precious Masinga, Dannie Gumede, Siphelele Vundla and Qiniso Mthembu. They are the first of 10 000 KwaZulu-Nztal students
who will be trained in information and communication technology in india.

Youngsters take flight to new careers

NTOKOZO MFUSI
TWELVE KwaZulu-Natal sty-
dents flew to India yesterday as
partof a government initiative
to create employment for 10 000
youths.

The initiative is a training
programme of the KZN Eco-
nomic Development Depart-
ment, the Confederation of In-
dian Inductries and the
National Institute of Informa-
tion Technclogy of India.

The programme would train
10 000 youths in software engi-
neering in India over five years.

One of the 12 was Qiniso
Mthembu, 21, of Ngwavuma in
northern KwaZulu-Natal.

After completing matric in
2005, Mthembu thought his life
had ended because his mother
could not pay for his tertiary
education.

Speaking to The Mercury
before flying off yesterday,
Mthembu said: “I sat at home
from 2005, not doing anything,
and thought my dreams of be-
coming something were shat-
tered, but today I see a bright
future ahead of me.”

Still clearly in shock,
Mthembu said: “I met the pre-
mier (Zweli Mkhize) today and
1 sat there and could not believe
it was me. I do not know why |
was chosen out of all these
people. but I am glad 1 was

chosen; I am truly blessed.”
His mother, Phumzile Math-
enjwa, said: “I dream that one
day he will be a professor or the
head of a company. As a parent
you feel guilty when you cannot
give your child what they need
in life because of finances.”
Another student, Zanele
Msweli, said: “This is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity. We know
we will face challenges, but our
lives have been changed for-
ever and it's for the better.”
The students were initially
trained by the Moses Kotane In-
stitute, which has trained 220
unemployed youth in business
process outsourcing since last
year. The training in India
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would allow the students to
gain experience that would pre-
pare them for employment and
the creation of businesses.
MkKhize, whe saw the stu-
dents off, told them to be good
ambassadors of the country
“You are the first of 10000
going to India on a pilot project,
so be responsible, use the op-
portunity and make us proud.”
National Institute of Infor-
mation Technology general
manager Rakesh Misri said he
was excited about the project.
“The objective is for these
under-privileged youths to be
employable, have entrepre-
neurial skills and to create em-
ployment for othiers.”



