ANAND MAKES IT MEMORABLE
SUNDAY FOR CHILDREN
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Chennal, Movember I3

SACHIN Tendulkar and Ma-
hendra Singh Dhonl take a
break! You hire a competiion
The one and only Viswan-
athan Anand. When children
{mamne of (vem chess players)
were wekod i they wished o

I Lk Annnd ane day Ximaost,

all of them [iied their hands
.mmumuuuﬂllﬂlﬂ‘nm

Art Festival swards function
where the world champion
ﬂ;l:l]ﬂm“ guest,

n awdio visual presenta
tion wak gliown to the gather
Ing whers Anand's romark-
able fpats and the World
ervwrl elipplngs were shown

Eh el KAfTow ant Gy
{Anataly arry
Kasparov) were also on dis-
pliy The childron watched tha
visual in rapt attention.

The glint in their eyes
showed that they too wanied
to grow up like Anand ane
doy ard bring laurels 1o the
OUnicy

Thirteen year-old Sai Ku-
mar [rom Andhra Pradesh
who won €he digital palnting
in the senlor category could
nyiit el i bk that e got
Kis prive from tho legend. “h
wis § bl sarprise and | am
happy to get the awird from
Anand.” said Sal, who plays
chees 28 2 hobby,

Harvana's Pallavi Magpal,

Anand . crovened by cheldien sl Uive C10NIT Dige Arl Fettival wards fundtion o Chennad on Sunday



who wot the award in the sen-
ior category, was at a loss of
words to describe her first
meeting with Anand.

“This is my second compe-
tition in digital painting. 1
have heard a ot about Anand.
Tao get the prize from him is
special and 1 think T am fortu-
nate,"” said Pallavi.

Anand spent some time
with the media and couple of
yvoungsters who quizzed him
on his initiation into the game
and bagging the world crown.

= Anand was thrilled to have
won the triple crown and stat-

‘ed that there was not much
difference between the three
formats which he won.

“It was important for me to

win at Bonn. First of all even

though I have been winning
matches (one format or other)
there wete skeptics who kept
arguing that match format
was the best.

“Once you have won that
(match format) vou have more
credibility when you say that
there isn't much difference be-
tween formats. Also it was
nice to win against Vladimir
Kramnik convincingly,” said
Ananc.

On his future plans, Anand
had this to say: “As for the fu-
ture [ see no reason to ‘or

anything like that. I will take .

a break for a couple of
months and then start prepar-
ing for Linares which is slated

L.l

for-mid February" - ;

The maestro is pleased with s
the ‘abundance’ of talent in{
the country. He believes that
with kids dominating various
age-group tournaments, it was:
only a matter of time before
they made their mark at theé
international level.

When ‘queried who will h-e y
the eontenders for the world §
title In the futurs, “There are *
six to geven pla}furswhu can’;
have a go at the title. Although
there is not much difference
(points) between the players
one has to keep playing eon-
sistently well," said Anand. -

Anand was willing to play
in any format if chess was in-
cluded in the Olympics.



