Govt I'T spending to rise 8.97% next year: Gartner
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Mumbal, November 15
ITspending in the government
sector in India is projected to
reach 88.5 billion next year in
2018, an 8.9 per cent rise from
2017 estimated spending of
$7.8 billion, according to a fore-
cast by Gartner.

Software and IT services con-
tinue to exhibit strong growth
with device spending continu-
ing to drive the majority of the
overall IT spending in the gov-
ernment sector. Software
spending is projected to grow
by15.6 per cent in 2017, and will
grow another 15.1 per cent in
2018 to reach $12 billion, it
said.

IT services spending is on
pace to grow by 153 per cent in
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54 81 33
Devices 1,026 208 1.122 9.4
Internal services 1,558 6.l 1661 6.6
IT services 1,986 153 2.261 13.8
Software 1,004 156 1,156 15.1
Telecom services 1.762 7.0 1,818 31
Overall 7540 114 8,537 89
Sonancie: Gartrer

2017 to $2 billion in 2017, 2 13.8
per cent rise in 2018 to reach
523 billion.

“Spending on devices, which
includes printers, copiers, mo-
bile devices, PCs and tablets, is
estimated to see the highest
growth in 2017, with an in-
crease in spending by nearly 21

per cent tareach §1billion. This
will further increase by an-
other 9.4 per cent to reach 51.1
billion in 2018," said Moutusi
Sau, principal research analyst
at Gartner.

Several initiatives by the
government, such as the ‘Make
in India’, ‘Start-up India’, Skill

India’, and the corresponding
policy frameworks to support
these initiatives, such as the
new electronics policy, soft-
ware product policy, data se-
curity and protection policy,
will have a positive effect on
government [T spending in the
near future, However, the chief
among all these initiatives is
the Digital India programme.

To be successful, Indian gov-
emment's digital strategy
must address a variety of is-
sues. “While focussing on cit-
izen services is an essential ele-
ment of the digital strategy,
the main and more sustain-
able benefits will come to the
government from the trans-
formation of its internal data
and processes,” said Sau.



