Indian IT marks new milestones

TECH-IT-EASY

N MADHAVAN

LOOKING BACK at the year
in technology, I see it like a
Facebook collage of key images.

Imet Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos,
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
and Microsoft CEO Satya
Nadella within a few weeks in
India- which is symbolic of the
nation’s importance for these
gentlemen as India is poised for
aboom in smartphones.

While the infectious enthu-
siasm of Bezos, the quiet
optimism of Zuckerberg and
the assertive persuasion of
Nadella linger in my memory,

Iam more sentimental about
two other things: the appoint-
ment of Vishal Sikka as CEO
of Infosys and a dinner earlier
this month where I met Indian
software industry’s stalwarts
as the National Association of
Software and Service Companies
(Nasscom) marked 25 years of
existence.

Asabooming consumer mar-
ket, India is a natural for global
CEOs interested in wooing the
millions. But there is more sig-

INFOSYS PRESERVED ITS
CHARACTER AS BOTHAN
INDIAN AND GLOBAL
PLAYER BY NAMING
VISHAL SIKKA AS ITS

nificance when a bellwether
company that symbolises the
“Made In India” spirit finds its
feet.

It was in January that I went
to Bangalore to doa story on the
disarray in Infosys as founder-
chairman NR Narayana Murthy
struggled toliftit fromalaggard
status among leaders. Its unique
character of being both Indian
and global was preserved in the
naming of Sikka, who hasbeen
on the board of Germany’s SAP.

At Nasscom's Silver Jubilee
dinner, the same spirit was con-
veyed by dozens of people who
made it happen over along haul.
These menare more important
for India than the global poster
boys— though Nadella’s Indian
origin is something that conveys
the same spirit.
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