IT industry

py thought in the New Year. The

Global Tnnovation Index 2016
(GII)—the rankings report released re-
cently by Cornell University, INSEAD
and World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization (WIPO)—rated India number
oneintheworldas theprimaryexporter
of information and communication
technologyservices, suggestingfurther
that the country has all the makings to
become a global hnh o inpévation.

LE’r's begin by considering a hap-
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nfirm that In-
aia is beginning to recognise lhat new
inventions and discoveries are as cru-
cial as services because they can com-
plement national development pro-
grammes such as Make in India, Smart
Cities and Digital India to truly helpIn-
diamake ts great leapforward.

The past year bears witness to the
results of aslewof measures undertak-
enover thelasttwo years by the govern-
ment to usher in’transformation in
‘nance and accelerate socio-eco-
through the
optimum use of intelligent technolo-
giesand networks, including those that
sitonthecloud.

Digital India, the government's flag-
ship umbrella programme, has already
triggered significant growth in the ex-

in India to help address, among other
things, thechallengeof lastmileaccess,
provide location-specific Wi-Fi access
ineducational institutionsand the pub-

c Wi ally develop applica-
tionsthatprovidecloud-basedservices-
on-demandtocitizens.

In terms of numbers, however, the
ITindustry had asomewhatmixed year
in 2016. This appears to have put major
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IN2017,WE COULD BE
WITNESSING THE EARLY
SIGNS OF A SMART LIFE
INAN INTERCONNECTED
WORLD, WHERE

strategies that Indian firms were
quicklyadopting.
Indeed, among other things, these
umbers and other trends indicate that
digitisation willdominatemuchof how

must embrace digitisation

now be linked with electronic gadgets
such as TVs and refrigerators, while a
solar-based electrical system ‘knows’
when to put the TV on standby modeas
it maintains a log of your schedule

‘we work, p 201
new econmmc models will emerge to

The Indian digital experlmenk isnot
ere

a new

lic-private par eed to create
sustainable and connécted Ifrastruc.

marketplace. Cloud-based email and
are helping ease

India’s private, public and govern-
ment sectors have been making use of

healthcaredeliveryservices,oftenmak:
ing them much more effective, while

Things (IoT) and cloud computing in
traditional strategic growth sectors

the cloud to access data literally in the
middleof aharvest.

as power, but

they are now well-poised to succeed in

domains such as smart cities,

healthcare, water; education and agri-
Ity

India’
sectorisanothergood case inpoint. The
success of ecommerce enterprises
suchasMakemytrip.com, Flipkart.com

beagloballeader.
Cities, as_history shows, @ Lhe
hotspots that drive growt
increasingly inter- wnnected economy.
Cities matter to India because of their
i

they have benefited by, for instance, the

recently said India is the fastest-grow-
ing e-commerce market in the Asla Pa—
ifi

ly because future growth, which must
come
generatedfrom India’scities andtowns.
In this context, the government has
rightly demonstrated its intent to walk
the talk on urban planning. The plan to
build 100 smart cities that sit on an
advanced, digital backbone mirrors the
high priority that the

about its underdeveloped logistics and
challenging last-mile connectivity, in-
cluding a cash-based culture that still
posesa huge challenge.

At Oracle, we foresaw digitisation
and how it perfectly ties in with our vi-
sion for the cloud years ago. Today, it is
starting to make its presence felt by al-

roleof
led, city-based economy
broad framework of India’s new devel-
opment paradigm.
n Lhe truest sense of the phenome-

tive as they scale up and down with
significantly higher elasticity across
compute, storage and worlkforce envi-
ronments. It is also helping India be-

non, in 201
early s\gns of what is being called

1T
atGartnerIndiapredicted in November
a  somewhat optimistic forecast
for software spending at 12.8%
buoyed by emerging digital business

WILL
BETHE GATEWAYTO
OURLIVES

marketplace. In2017, as digitisation ex-
Nnds fun.her, Indian companies will
Tev-

our lives. For instance, a fully ‘intelli-
gent’ and ‘networked” home in a smart

enues from new digital techmologies to
gradually offset the decline inrevenues
i IT busin

city

esses.



