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ILDING WORLD-CLASS

DUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Whatmakesgreat universities great? And what can Indialearn from established and upcomingvarsities a
itsetsouttobuild greatuniversities of its own? Hari Pulakkat finds out
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the government. They are international, and
have anexceptionally good governancesystem.
They are located in good places to live as well.

Many Asian nations have realised the link
between world-class universities and eco-
nomic development and have been working
hard to build a few such institutions in their
countries. Singapore, South Korea, Taiwanand
Hong Kong have been particularly successful
in this regard, but countries like Thailand
and Vietnam have also managed to raise the
standards of their universities recently. Our
neighbours, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, have
also made university-building as one of their
priorities.

Although the number of quality institutions
in India has been slowly increasing as the gov-
ernment buildsnewIITsand IISERs, topIndian
institutions have been slipping in their inter-
national rankings. It may not be because they
have been declining in absolute terms, but be-
causeotherinstitutionshave beenraisingtheir
standards rapidly — some with the explicit in-
tention of grabbing higher ranks (See graphic:
The Declining Rankings of Indian Universities).
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Bank reports that looked at how
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