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Not only pollce officers but also the judicial
-officers need to be given better training about
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the internet and computers, opine experts
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That cyber crime in Mumbai has been in-
cxeasmgunabatedforﬂmepastmeyearis

fact, with Chief Minister Deven-
grai‘adnavishavtng(akenoomlsameof
fact and p

However what has unfortunately re-
mained constant is the conviction rate of

these crimes.

The law and order and judicial machin-
eryinMumbaihasmtbeenablemsecm
even one conviction in cyber crime -
which is a worrying fact, considering that
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167 cases of cyber crime were registered by
the Mumbai police, an increase of 113 cas-
es as compared to the same period last
year Whereas, from 2013 and 2014, the
number of cyber crime cases went up by
435. In such a scenario, senior police offi-
cers and cyber crime lawyers have opined
that not only police officers but also the ju-
dicial officers such as the public prosecu
tors and judges need to be given better
training about the internet and computers.
Additional Commissioner of Police
(Crime) KM M Prasanna said that as com-
pared to general cases, the appreciation of
evidence during a trial in cases related to
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evidence, but also the process to prove that
something is the authentic evidence in re-
lation with a case is extremely difficult. If
for exa.mﬂa“;pen drive of a

drive would be identified as evidence. This,
to ensure that no other pen drive of that
particular brand be presented as evidence.
This is an almost impossible task and even
after somehow achieving this, most of the
evidence is rejected during the trial"”
Prasanna said.

In addition, the IT Act requires an officer
of the level of police inspector and above
to probe cyber crime cases.

of cyber crime with the Cyber Crime However, the officers in
Cyber Crime Police station in Mumbai: Mumbaipolicenthkm
are very senior now
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Carpates o0 is sy tolearn everyihing
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But for someone who has
Coclidlo o lodind ol been trained in an era
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where computers did not exist, grasping
ﬂmelhhlcsalsuchspeedutunpossxble
Prasanna sai

Wbercrlmelawyer S Nappinai, agree-
ing with the police’s view, said that while
there has been a lot of improvement in
Judges' umielstandmc of cyber crime
through work
needtohnp:m‘etheirknowhdae.lnm
tion, she also said that victims need to be
given the right to choose their own lawyer.

“It is the victim’s right to have his or her
own lawyer, someone who is an expert at

prosecution,” Nap-
pinai said. Mumbai police has also written
to the State government in a proposal to set
up special and fast track courts for cyber
crime, Prasanna said.



