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Data Quest
NATIONAL
DECEMBER 31, 2008

ome DQ 50

NIT Limited

Training Recession proof

The ripple effect of the global meltdown is gradually permeating
down to the training market globally, but NIIT Limited managed
a 25% rise in career enrollments in India; added twelve new
centers; and expanded seating capacity by 15% y-o-y in the
domestic market, all in the first quarter itself.

In the second quarter, the individual learning solutions business saw a 22%
increase in overall enrollments. For addressing increasing demand for skilled
workers in the business and technology services industry, a new program called
NIIT Uniqua was launched offering training programs in areas like business
processes, language skills and business communication.

For the first time, NIIT also forayed into the BI space through partnership
with SAS Institute. Through alliance with Pearson VUE, NIIT will expand
their certification network in India. In the enterprise learning solutions
business, the company bagged training orders worth $39.2 mn in the first
quarter and $39.4 mn in the second quarter. The highlight of the school
learning solutions business was bagging a Rs 1,728 mn order from the Andhra
Pradesh government to provide computer aided education to 2,005 schools,
making it the biggest contract in India in the segment.

Launched a year back, the financial management training business has also
done remarkably well.

FACTSHEET
m CEO: Vijay K Thadani
m Start-up Year: 1981
u Products & Services: knowledge
solutions and IT training

REVENUE (Rs crore)
= H1 FY 2008-09: 675
mH1 FY 2007-08: 495

m FY 2007-08: 1,007
Source: DQ estimates
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NIIT joins
hands with
US firm
Fourier

S SHYAMALA
Chennai

IT TRAINING company
NIIT has partnered US-
based Fourier Systems to
launch interactive science
learning  solution for
schools called Smart
Science Station. The solu-
tion launched on
Wednesday will be a part of
NIIT’s comprehensive
solution eGuru.

The science stations
enables 160 experiments
covering topics including
heat, electricity, sound and
magnetic field. Fourier pro-
vides the technology, con-
tent and the experiment
gadgets called Nova 5000,
which are portable comput-
ing tools. NIIT will market
and sell the solution in
India. Fourier creates solu-
tions for technology-enabled
learning and is present

India. Fourier creates solu-
tions for technology-enabled
learning and is present
across 40 countries.

. Balasubramanian,
president-school learning
solutions of NIIT, said
“Science Station will help
students to enhance their
learning capabilities by
combining classroom
learning with day-to-day
life. Initially, we plan to
market the solution along
with our comprehensive
eGuru solution.”

EGuru comprises inter-
active  classrooms for
teachers, Math Lab and IT
Wizard for students and
Quick School, and educa-
tion resource planning
solution for school man-
agement.

The science station
solution will help imple-
ment National Curriculum
Framework 2005 guide-
lines by NCERT (National
Council of Education
Research and Training)
and will cover subjects
such as physics,
chemistry, biology and
environmental sciences for
standards VI to X.

shyamalaseetharaman
@mydigitalfc.com
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THE JOY OF 4

fourier

Learning tool: Mr Dov Bruker (left), CEO, Fourier
Systems and Mr L. Balasubramanian, President- School
Learning Solutions, NIIT, at the launch of NIIT eGuru
Smart Science Station’, in Chennai on Wednesday.-
Bijoy Ghosh

NIIT's ‘smart science station’

Chennai, Dec. 17

IIT Ltd, in partnership with Fourier Systems, today

announced the launch of ‘NIIT eGuru Smart
Science Station’, which enables a range of technology-
aided science experiments covering topics such as heat,
electricity, sound and measurement of pollution of air
and water. It lets students learn better by helping them
co-relate classroom learning with day-to-day life. For
instance, in field trips, students can carry the portable
Smart Science Station to extract real time data such as air
and water pollution, according to a press release from =
NIIT. More than 160 activities can be carried out on the
Smart Science Station for which simulation is available
with readings being collected through data loggers, says
the release. — Qur Bureau
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THEWEEK - ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL - DECEMBER 28, 2008

Hole in the wall exposes
slum children to computers

BY SONI MISHRA

good number of children
A in Madangir, a low-income

locality of Delhi, are comput-
er geeks who spend hours in front
of a PC. A ‘hole in the wall’ trans-
ports them instantaneously from
their poverty-stricken lives into a
world of knowledge and fun.

The hole in the wall—which is
actually a kiosk with computers set
in depressions in a wall—has the
same bewitching effect on children
in the area as perhaps the fabled
Pied Piper did on the children of
Hamelin.

The children have open access to
the computers and are encouraged
to find out for themselves how to

use them. With minimal interven-
tion they draw, paint, play games, go
through educational material and
improve their language skills. Set up
eight years ago, the hole in the wall
in Madangir is painted bright yel-
low and has five computers. Open
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., it is abuzz
with youngsters all day. Prominent
among them is nine-year-old
Shabnam, a computer-crazy brat.
The other children don’t mess with
her, allowing her maximum use of
the kiosk. Not at all shy, the little
girl with a lisp describes her favou-
rite game on the computer, ‘Bhookha
magarmach’ (Hungry Crocodile).
“The crocodile eats you up if you

MY MACHINE: Little geeks

give a wrong answer. I have never

| been eaten,” she says proudly.

Ruby, a student of class 10, who
comes to the kiosk less frequently
than before because she has to
devote more time to studying for
the Board exams, talks about how
the children have come up with
their own terminology for various
computer icons. “We call the cur-
sor ‘teer’ [arrow] and the hourglass
‘doodh ka katora’ [cup of milk]. The
kids often say ‘yeh doodh ka katora
kab bharega’ [when will the cup of
milk fill up?] when the hourglass
icon is on and they are waiting,” she
says. “In the beginning, I would play
games and watch cartoons on the
computer. Then slowly, I started
going through information on dif-
ferent subjects like English, maths,
science and social studies.”

The hole in the wall has a tie-up
with the government’s campaign for
universalising education, and tar-
gets children who are out of school.
According to Manoj, a supervisor at
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BRI

alearning centre in the Hauz Rani
area of Delhi, a sizeable number of
children who are using the kiosk
are school dropouts. “Only last
week, I got 10 children re-admitted
to school,” he says. “The content is
such that it encourages children to
go back to school, coupled with the
pep talk that we give them.”

The kiosks are set up near schools
so that they catch the eye of school-

THEWEEK - ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL - DECEMBER 28, 2008

children and encourage the drop-
outs to get back to school. One of
the computer games is based on the
‘School chale hum’ song of the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan, an education pro-
gramme of the Union government.

The success of the project lies in
the unrestricted use of computers
and the innovative content, which is
interactive and multimedia-based.
As there is little intervention by the
supervisor, the concept is child-
centric and not teacher-centric, pro-
viding for self-paced learning in a
playful atmosphere. Computer skills
are passed on by older children to
the younger ones.

True to its motto “Some walls are
meant to break barriers,” the hole in
the wall—a brainchild of Dr Sugata
Mitra, educationist and chief sci-
entist, NIIT—is breaking the digital
divide for underprivilleged children
not only in Delhi but in different
parts of the country, as well as the
rest of Asia and Africa.

The project began as a research
experiment in 1999 when Mitra

~—instatled T computer ot the wall

' TECH TOYS: Children draw,

| paint, play games and go

through educational material

separating the NIIT office from a
slum situated next door, in Kalkaji
in south Delhi. It was a big success
and children who had no exposure
to computers took to the PC instant-
ly and learnt to use it on their own.

“We decided to do a meaningful
act coinciding with Republic Day
in 1999. We had a city slum outside
one of our software factories in
south Delhi. We thought, why not
do something for the slum children
that can be their window of knowl-
edge to the world,” recalls NIIT
Chairman R.S. Pawar.

“For the nine countries where
we have initiated the hole in the
wall, one aspect is common—the
pace of learning computer basics is
extremely rapid. The children get
hooked from day one and remain
hooked for a long time,” says Pawar.
“What started with an experiment
has now become India’s gift to the

world”
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‘Fxperlmentatlon key to finding form’

RRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Dec. i chess cham
pion \ than Anand
feels o irm batsman

Rahul Druvid should exper
iment with his technique to
regain his touch.

Speaking at a press con
ference organised by his
sponsors NIIT, Anand said
he could empathise with the
former India captain as he
had undergone a similar
lean patch in his early
years,

The chess ace said he felt
woelully out-of-touch dur-
ing the 2000 Dortmund
tournament. What was most
puzzling for Anand, at the
time, was why his game had
gone awry after a successful
run that year. “Once I start
ed doing badly I thought of
drawing my remaining
games,” Anand said, hinting
that the defensive strategy

did not work
after Dortmund was to keep
experimenting for 7-8

“What | did

months. In that period |
could not really recover as |
was experimenting only

World chess champion Vishwanathan Anand demonstrates his skills during an
event in New Delhi on Friday. P

will help him (Dravid)

Hindustan Times

NEW DELHI
DECEMBER 20, 2008

randomly. It was just very
difficult. (But) perhaps that

recover faster,” he said
Anand, who recently
thwarted Russian Viadimir
Kramnik’s challenge 1o
retain his World Champi-
onship title in Bonn, Ger-
many, was visiting the capi-
tal for the first time afier his
extraordinary feat of win-
ning the honour in all three
formats of game — knock-
out, round-robin and match
play

Anand, asked 1o say o few
words about former cricket
captain Sourav Ganguly,
who is playing the last first-
class game, said: “It must
be funny to know this is
your last match. Kaspurov
had said the same thing
The rest of the world will
be looking back but you
have to sit and play or stand
mdpii in his case,” he
said. “It's an end to a won-
derful career, which he can
justifiably be proud of”
Anand added.

Anand’s mantra: Follow the

o,

Anu
New De

"WHY DOES one necd a role
model? A sportsperson may do
exceptionally well in his field
but he could be a lousy role mod-
el. Follow the sport but don't fol-
low in the footsteps of players,
it's not advisable,” Viswanathan
Anand said sarcastically to the
select audience. The world
champion was in the Capital on
Friday to address management
professionals and students as
part of the NII'T Imperia leader-
ship series

Anand touched upon several
issues, ranging from global re.
cession to management skills,
Asked about his opinion on
something as sensitive as terror-
ism, the normally expressionless
fz!vr-_' cringed. Explaining his
viewpoint using chess terminol-
ogy, he said, "Terrorism is a sim-

ple strategy to affect the victim,
who is us in this case. Like if |
make some bad moves, I do it de-
liberately to provoke the oppo-
nent into making a blunder
Likewise, we must not get pro-
voked by these terror elements
and play our own game, Also, dis-

SUSHIL KUMAR/HT
Viswanathan Anand at the NIIT Studio in the Capital on Friday.

ease and hunger are killing more
people than terrorism in the
world. These problems are also
as important.”

He also backed the govern-
ment's decision to cancel the
cricket team's tour of Pakistan.
"We cannot have sport at this

sport, not the player

time, it will be insensitive to the
victims of the Mumbai attacks,
“akistan's complicity is a key
factor and we cannot have links
with Islamabad at this point,” he
said. Explaining his stand,
Anand said the sole motive of
terrarists was to create panic.

"This happens in chess as
well. When we have a time con-
straint, we often press the panic
button. “But I generally play
calm to think and proceed with
a positive frame of mind. The
society needs to have a calm
look as well to counter terror-
ism in its own way."

Reacting to the global melt-
down, Anand, who is currently
reading Mayawati's biography
to take his mind off chess, said:
"The need is to recognize your
weaker areas and look out for
new areas where you can work
on and then wait for opportuni-

ty to strike." o
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ISHWANATHAN Anand is

used to playing chess with sev-

eral rivals simultaneously. But
facing 200 ardent Anand-watchers
during a nation-wide webcast interac-
tion wasn't quite a cakewalk. And
since the varied questions thrown at
the chess whiz were at times miles
away from the game of 64 squares,
Anand was understandably stumped
by some unusual queries.

Business professionals asked for a
solution to the complex question re-
lating to the tensions created at home
because of problems at office. Parents
wanted to know how to cut the pocket
money their kids were getting. Some-
one wanted to know the formula of be-
ing aggressive without being confi-
dent. It took all kinds to complete the
Q&A session organised as part of

Vishwanathan Anand demonstrates a chess game through an interactive video conference in New Delhi on Friday. AP

Anand’s sponsors NII'T.

Anand did his best as he doubled asa
motivational speaker and agony uncle.
But there was one question that saw
the quick-witted champ throw his
hands up. How do I deal with a non-
supportive life partner? He was ready
for all kinds of role-playing but wasn’t
in a mood to be a marriage counselor.

Anand’s advice about the mundane
query on pocket money was simple but
it was coming from someone who is
into long-term planning. “A parent
should give pocket maney for five
months at one go. And after that, kids
should be taught to manage his fi-
nances,” he said.

Anand gave a few words of wisdom
when he asked about the way in which
one can deal with negative thoughts.
“Try to be calm by lowering your ex-
pectations. Don't try towin every time,
sometimes a draw is a good morale
booster.” He also advised youngsters to

Anand shows his moves

World champion doubles up as motivational speaker and agony uncle

be careful in choosing their role mod-
els. “I know a few players who are bril-
liant on the field but are lousy role
models. So just be careful,” he said.

There was the obvious question
about cricket killing other sports, but
Anand didn’t quite indulge in willow-
bashing. “Cricket is not destroying
other sports, it is just promoting itself. 1
have seen when I do well and win
something, I get better coverage, So
basically to get promoted you need to
perform,” he said.

Anand also emphasised the impor-
tance of education to the young web-
cast watchers. “Education is important
because it opens up a lot more oppor-
tunities. But for sportspersons or
cricketers, they have to decide atavery
young age whether to go for career or
education. Once they are involved
with the game, there are so busy that
taking up education becomes a bit dif-
ficult then,” he said.
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Viswanathan Anand airs his
views on Varlous toplcs

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: Since landing in
Chennai last month, Viswa-
nathan Anand, currently on his
routine winter vacation in In-
dia, and wife Aruna quietly es-
caped to a forest resort in
Madhya Pradesh. Back in the
Capital on a day’s visit, the NI-
IT’s Brand Ambassador, inter-
acted with students from 19
cities using NIIT’s interactive
software.

He was made to air his views
on Friday on various subjects.

Anand, who revealed having
just finished reading Mayawa-
ti’s biography Behenji and An-
drew Hodges’ One to Nine —
The inner life of numbers, how-
ever, opted to reserve his views
on the proposed changes in the
World chess championship for-
mat. “Once the present state of
flux is over, I will surely tell
you,” promised Anand.

On tackling terrorism: If I
knew I would have slain many
gunmen long ago. But serious-
ly, you need to give police bet-
ter equipment, as terrorism is a
global phenomenon these days.
It’s most important that people
in the country be calm. In fact,
all diseases and hunger are kill-
ing more people than all the
terrorism in the world. These
problems are also as important.

On India calling off cricket
| tour to Pakistan: It's easy to

EXPERT OPINION: Vishwanathan Anand during his
interaction with students. — PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

understand the decision. It
would be highly insensitive to
the victims (if the team goes to
play in Pakistan), we can’t have
any links with Islamabad in the
present circumstances.

On Rahul Dravid’s search for

form: (Anand recalled his
slump in form in 2001 at the
Dortmund tournament and

said fully he knew how it felt to
lose form) What 1 did after
Dortmund was that I kept on
experimenting for seven to
eight months. In that period al-
so I could not really recoveras I
was experimenting only ran-
domly. Rahul, too, can try to
experiment. Perhaps, that will
see him recover faster.

On Sourav Ganguly’s last

first-class game: It'sanendto a
wonderful career, which he
could justifiably be proud of.

It must be funny to know this
is your last match. (Former
World champion) Garry Kaspa-
rov had said the same thing.
The rest of the world would be
looking back but you have to sit
and play or stand and play in his
(Ganguly’s) case, he said.

On his brief meeting with
Mahendra Singh Dhoni: I was
meeting him for the first time.
He came across as a very warm
person. But I think he was very
playful. Before he presented
the ring to me he said, “I hope
Bhabhi (Aruna) will allow me to
present you this ring.”

NIIT
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Experimentation may
ielp Dravid: Anand

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: W ©ss champion Viswanathan Anand on

e = — ., Friday felt that Rahul Dravid

i = should experiment with his

technique to rediscover his

lost form. Speaking at NIIT

Imperia, Delhi, Anand said

that he had also gone

through a difficult period af-

ter winning the World
champinship in 2000.

“In Dortmound 2000, I
had a poor start and drew
most of my games. Once I
started doing badly I thought
of drawing my remaining
games,” Anand said. “But
what happened was that I
ended up losing three of the

= ' remaining games. What [ did
Viswanathan Anand during a after Dortmund was that I
promotional event in New Delhi kept on experimenting for 7-
on Friday 8 months. In that period also
I could not really recover as
[ was experimenting only at times. It was just very difficult.
(But) perhaps that will help him recover faster,” he said.

Anand was interacting with students, journalists and
chess lovers across 19 cities — simultanesously from New
Delhi.

Talking about his role as India’s ambassador in the world
of chess, Anand said that he was doing his bit to take chess
to as many people as possible. “Chess has definitely made
me go to places where I would not have otherwise gone. Yes-
terday I was in Bihar and before that I had gone to Assam
and Manipur. 1

“For me its not about coaching someone to be a good chess
player but rather making more people know the game. Many |
people still do not follow the game and I want to reach out to
them,” he said.
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New Apostolic English High School

" Winner students with teachers.

“THE annual Digital Art Festival was conducted by NIIT for school
~tudents i PAINT 2008 & online painting competition in the school.
This competition was aimed at enabling the young minds to express
their creativity through technology. The competition had been organ-
“ised for sub junior, junior and senior category. The competition was
_beld throughout India. From New Apostolic English High School, the
‘students from junior and Senior section have participated in this com-
pletion. Tanushree Bhure of standard VII bagged the first prize in the
West Zone competition. The other school student who won the school
level competition in the sub junior category are - Samiksha Bulkunde,
Vaibhav Meshram, Mayuri Soni, Nirali Rana, Cassablonka Pimplapure.
This competition was conducted under the guidance of H O D of com-
puter section Pallavi Verma & computer instructor Reema Sontakke.
Principal Vinita Bower, H M Dr Benjamin congratulated Tanushree
Bhure on her achievement. She gives the credit of her success to prin-
cipal Vinita Bower. -
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™

Celebsmalie
abee-line

CHECKMATE: Vishy and
Deputy CM Sushil Modi

ITis celebrity time in Bihar
these days. Last week, it was
the turn of chess wizard Vish-
wanathan Anand and tabla
maestro Zakir Hussain to land in
Patna.

Anand was here to inaugurate
the Mind Champion Academy
that aims at producing ‘world
chess champions of the future’
from rural India while Hussain
was in the city to regale the
lovers of Indian classical music
with his long-awaited concert.
Both the celebs turned nostal-
gic about Bihar. Hussain
recalled his last visit to Patlipu-
tra more than two decades ago
and promised his fans that his
next one would not take so
long. Vishy, on the other hand,
recalled this father’s associa-
tion with the state. He said that
though it was his maiden visit
to Bihar, his father had studied
at Jamalpur in Munger district
long, long ago. His fans were
mighty pleased with the world
champ’s hitherto unknown
‘Bihar connection’. :
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