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The Indian Express

NEW DELHI

JANUARY 13, 2009

NIIT

‘Golden’ diplomat basks i in Slumdogglo

SHTBHAJITROY
NEW DELHIL JANUARY 12

THERE'S a strong South Block
connection to Shumdog Millionaire -
which won four Golden Globe
Awards including one for music di-
rector A R Rahman — and that's
Vikas Swarup. The movie is based
on Swarup’s first novel, Q and A,
and he is currently India's Deputy
High Commissioner to South
Africa.

Swarup, a South Block mandarin
who served as director in former Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Natwar
Singh's office, has also been direc-
tor, heading the Pakistan desk, as
well as the Nepal and Bhutan desks,
inthe past. A career diplomat since
1986, he has served in the US, the
UK, Turkey and Ethiopia.

Swarup was the buzz in the corri-

dors of South Block on Monday. So
much so that even Foreign Secre-
tary Shiv Shanker Menonwanted to
speak to him, as did most of his
batchmates, colleagues and friends
in the diplomatic community.
Speaking to Newsline from Lon-
don, an ecstatic Swarup, on being
asked about his thoughts on the film
bagging the prestigious award, said:
“I'don’t think anybody expected this
(winning the Golden Globe). Itwas
avery low-budget film, by Indian ac-
tors, shot on Indian locations, and
based on a book written by an In-
dian. For a film like this to challenge
world cinema is truly amazing,”
Swarupsaid there isa lot of inter-
est in Bollywood about making the
movie in Hindi, “My wife got calls
from some Bollywood directors
who want to make the Hindi ver-
sion.” He couldn’t give names, as

Film Four (UK), which has the
rights, hasn't yet decided on
giving itup.

What inspired him to write the
book? Swarup was candid: “I was
inspired by the hole-in-the-wall pro-
ject, where a computer with an in-
ternet connection was put ina Delhi
slum. When the slum was revisited
after a month, the children of that
slum had learnt how to use the
worldwide web.”

“That got me fascinated and I re-
alised that there's an innate ability
ineveryone to do something extraor-
dinary, provided they are given an
opportunity. How else do you ex-
plain children with no education at
all being able to learn to use the In-
ternet. This shows knowledge isnot
just the preserve of the elite,”
Swarup said, while talking about the
project, in which NIIT chief scien-

Swarup's second novel Six
Suspects hit the stands last July

tist Dr Sugata Mitra had carved a
‘hole in the wall’ that separated the
NIIT premises from the adjoining
slum in Kalkaji in 1999, Through
this *hole’, a freely accessible com-
puter was put out for use and with

The Indian Express

MUMBAI

JANUARY 15, 2009

H Tips from the master

10 prior experience, the children
learnt to use the computer on their
OWIL

“Moreover, the ‘Whowants to be
a Millionaire” quiz format was a
huge global success, with Amitabh
Bachchan hosting Kaun Banega
Crorepati in India on prime time
television, when streets used to be
deserted in India. All these develop-
ments made write my first novel,”
Swarup said.

So,what's next? “First, I will have
to return several calls, the first one
from the Foreign Secretary, since |
have been busy giving interviews
since the morning. And then [ will be
busy with my work as Deputy High
Commissioner.” His office in Preto-
ria is managed by one Mr Parmar,
who told Newsline that his boss had
received more than 100 calls today,
and the phoneswere still ringing.

World champion Viswanathan Anand at Chess Master 2008 in Pune — Arul Horizon
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Never quit school: Anand

Mandar Deshpande

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: In 1987 V. Anand be-
came the first Grand Master
(GM) of chess in Asia. Today,
there are 18 GMs in India
alone. Indeed, chess is at-
tracting more and more young
blood and attaining a GM title
before turning 16 isn't ex-
traordinary anymore.

Amidst this rosy picture are
many players in India who are
a rung below GM level. Some
jobless and some who have cho-
sen soft academic options vul-
nerable to the future unknown
— if a GM title, job and spon-
sorship don’t materialise,

Anand, though quells such
fears. “The scene is not that bad.
The system is stable with many
players having jobs," said the
39-vear-old World champion
Anand at Nehru memorial hall
on Tuesday. He was speaking af-
ter the award ceremony of NIIT
MindChampions Academy.

“Inany sport, there is a cut
off between when you make it
and when you don't,” said
Anand. “When vou decideona
career, apart from the game you
have to ask yourself whether
you like the lifestyle. It's a per-
sonal decision. | would advise

people to keep their options
open till they are 20 or so. And
never quit school (for chess).”

On sports ministry’s decision
to allow only Indian passport
holders to represent the
country...

“It’s amazing how many

phone calls [ have got asking if

1 can play for India now In fact,
I have never held a Spanish
passport so I don’t know how
people think that, What the In-
dian government has decided
is a common enough rule. [ have
seen it in quite a few countries.
If the govt is going to announce
such a rule, probably it should
be announced a year in advance
s0 people who want to make a
choice have time on hand.”

On whether chess will lose out
to the might of other sports at
Olympics...

“The Olympics have al-
ready got pretty unmanage-
able. And there are many oth-
er sports on the sidelines (wait-
ing for inclusion in Olympics).
And then Ivanchuk has.... (re-
ferring to doping controversy
at the chess Olympiad) ... there
are other issues as well, It will
be good if’ chess pgets into the

V. Anand hands over West Zone winner award to Bhakti Juikar of
Mumbai at Nehru memarial hall on Tuesday. Anand (right) was
also felicitated by Pune District Chess Association in traditional
style, He said later: “I would advise people to keep their career

options open till they are 20 years or so"

Games. But then, even if it is
included, it will happen only
after seven-eight years. So, it's
a long way off.”

On whether it's easier for
communist countries to
produce sporting champions
“I don’t know many com-
munist countries anymore!
But clearly, Russia and China
do something very special.
Still, it’s not a communist/cap-
italist thing. It simply boils
down to facilities... whether
sporting culture is there and

the same way... a great player
no doubt... but this new wave of
Karjakin, Carlsen and others
was starting to come in. I don't
think it was entirely connected
to Kasparov's retirement.”

On life at the top

“In 2001 when I had this bad
patch, T lost around 50 points
and T went from world No. 2 to
world No. 8. Last September, [
lost 16 points and went from
No. 1 to No. 6. It just goes to
show the intense fight at the
top. People may change places

et il

children are encouraged.”

On whether the gap between
world No. 1 and No. 10is
reduced because of
Kasparov's retirement

“It was happening anyway; Kas-
parov's peak was in 2002, Since
then he wasn't dominating quite

but the trend is dominant and
the gap has got thinner,”

On the inflation of Elo rating
“T'm personally worried
about the inflation of the ru-
pee! On a serious note, this in-
flation in rating is quite nor-
mal. Probably, Elo 2850 today is

of the same strength as 2750
twenty years back,"”

On whom would he prefer in
the World championship final.
Topalov or Kamsky...

“I always end up getting
the other guy 1 prefer not
to comment.”
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Anand fetes NIIT chess contest winners

GUWAHATI, Jan 15; World
Chess Champion and NITT Ming-
Champion Viswanathan Anand
yesterday felicitated Tonsen
Mongwang, a student of Joypore
HS School, Dibrugarh and Adit-
va Chakraborty, a student from
Delhi Public School, Kolkata,
who won the East Zone finals of
the NII'T MindChampions Acad-
emy - Chess Master, 2008.

Chief guest Gautam Baru-
ah, Director IIT, Guwahati,
along with guest of honour,
MK Yadava, MD, Amtron,
joined World Chess Champi-
on and NIIT MindChampion
Viswanathan Anand and N Ra-
madurai, General Manager,
NIIT Ltd, to give away prizes
to the winners of East Zone.

The East Zone-level contest

witnessed participation by
nearly 19,015 students from
over 802 government and pri-
vate schools spread across sev-
en States.

Gautam Baruah in his speech
recognised the commendable

- performance of the young Mind-

Champions in the game of chess
and encouraged them to contin-

_ue to exhibit the same zeal and

brilliance. MK Yadava said that
the budding talent needs to be
mentored and guided and that
NIT MindChampions Acaderny
is offering aspiring young chess
players a perfect platform to
learn and grow.

At the Zonal finals conducted,
10 NIIT Mind Champions (State
level winners) from schools vied
for the coveted slot for compet-

ing in the finals, The winners
from the East Zone got an op-
portunity to play simultaneous
chess with the World Chess
Champion, Viswanathan Anantl,

Felicitating the winners of East
Zone, Viswanathan Anand said,
“Itis a proud feeling to see these
young children actively take part
in Chess Master 2008. [ congrat-
ulate both the winners for win-
ning the NII'T MCA East Zone
final charmpionship and wish them
a bright future ahead.”

“1 am confident that the ex-
cellence and determination that
these young children have dis-
plaved will help them perform
well in academics as well. It is
heartening to see that NIIT
MindChampions Academy has
reached huge number of chil-

World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand playing with the winners of NIT's Chess Master;
2008, East Zone during a felicitation function tn Guwahati on Wednesday. — UB Photos

dren across the country to ini-
tiate there the game of Chess,”
he added. -

Winners of the East Zone fi-
nals of NIIT MindChampions
Academy Chess Master 2008
will represent the zone at the
national finals. The National
winner will be awarded by the
World Chess Champion Viswa-
nathan Anand at a mega event
for national finals in New Delhi
on January 17, 2009,

The NIIT MCA has provid-
ed a platform to young players
like Karthikeyan Murali, who
was sponsored by the acade-
my for the all-India chess fi-
nals at Ahmedabad in August,
'08 and other competitions to
improve his FIDE rating, a
press release said.
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World ck

By Shweta Thampan
i_n New Delhi

WORLD champion
Viswanathan Anand on
Saturday quashed
rumours of an economic
crisis affecting chess. He
said he was not playing
the Corus tournament
this year, by choice.

Anand and Vaselin Topalov
are missing the prestigious
tournament that started on
Saturday in Wijk Aan Zee,
Amsterdam, and there were
rumours that they were not
invited to the tournament
because ol a ecash crunch.

“I had decided long back to
give Corus a miss as it was too
close to the World Champi-
onships in Bonne. Also, I have
played in 10 of the 11 editions of
the event and 1 am a bit tired
now. I will definitely play next
vear,” Anand said.

Resultantly, K Sasikiran, D
Harika and Abhljeet Gupta will
make their debut in the tourna-
ment. “I hope it is a break-
through event for the players,
since it was for me,” Anand
said.

Basikiran starts as top seed in
Group B, while Abhijeet and
Harika will play in Group C.

The world champion once
again emphasised the need for
the All India Chess Federation
(AICF) to do a lot more for the
game in India, though he
remained politically correect.

“T think they should make
sure they organise more top
level tournaments to give
Indian players a chance of get-
ting Grandmaster norms,” he
said.

Anand felt the AICF had not
taken advantage of his becom-
ing the world champion. “I think
this is the time when the Feder-
ation can work on popularising
chess in the country,” he said.

Interestingly, Anand had
talked about petting top level
tournaments to India after his
win at the World Championship

o

Mail Today

NEW DELHI
JANUARY 18, 2009

Viswanathan Anand plays with young fansat a p

in Mexieo in 2007, but not much
has been done since then.
Asked if he was satisfied with
the progress, Anand steered
away from controversy by say-
ing, “It's the Federation’s job,
not mine, So I don't know the
specific details of how many
tournaments should be held or
what should be done.”

Anand also did not divulge the
details of the new format of the
World Championship that FIDE
is contemplating.

“I don’t think the current
cycle of events should be bro-
ken. The FIDE, along with

players, is thinking of introdue-
ing a new system of electing a
world champion. But that will
take time,” the 38-year-old
said.

The Grandmaster will be back
in Eurcope next week to train for
the Linares tournament start-
ing February 18 in the Spanish
city of Linares.

“It’s a strong event and one of
my favourites. It will be my first
event this year, and I want to do
well,” he said.

Anand said he was in favour of
chess becoming an Olympic
sport and was hopeful it will

romotional meet in New Delhi on Saturday

~~ . _t=.ns he ‘opted out’ of Corus

cash crunchin
chess, says Anand

QAMAR SIBIAIN

happen soon. “Many countries
now recognise chess as a sport
and that is a big step towards
its inclusion in the Olympics,”
he said.

With several young players
doing well, the depth of Indian
chess has been talked about
much recently. But Anand feels
India is still quite behind Russia
as a chess-playing nation.

Anand said he still has an
unfulfilled dream. “I always
dreamt of leaving a legacy of
chess behind. I am stil! working
on that,” he said.
shwetla thampaniomailtoday.in,
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That's how you do it

Chess Grandmaster Vishwanathan Anand plays with more than a dozen schoolchildren at the NIIT Mind Champions Academy-Chess Master, 2008
Award ceremony, held at the Delhi Public School, R K Puram, on Saturday. Photo by Tashi Tobgyal
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"HELLO, SIR": World Chess Champion

The Hindu

NEW DELHI
JANUARY 18, 2009

A date with the Grandmaster

W

-5

Viswanathan Anand enjoying a session of

simultaneous games with children who won the NIIT Mind Champions’ Academy -- Chess
Master 2008 in Delhi on Saturday. PHOTO: S. SUBRAMANIUM (SEE ALSO PAGE 15)

Exlpress News Service
Chennai, January 12

WORLD chess champion Viswanathan
Anand felicitated the winners of the
South Zone NIIT Mind Champions Acad-
emy--Chess Masters competition final at
the Sri Sankara Senior Secondary School
on Monday. The winners will represent
South Zone in the national finals slated
for January 17 in New Delhi.

While § Goutham of Karnataka and C
Spandana of Andhra Pradesh topped the
zone, Andhra Pradesh’s Srinivas Varma
came runner-up in the championship vied
by 4.280 students from 794 goverriment

Indian Express

CHENNAI

JANUARY 13, 2009

Anand felicitates young champions

and private schools from four states.

The topper from each state then tussled
for the zonal championship.

Congratulating the young champions,
Anand said: “It is a proud feeling to see
these youngsters actively take part in the
championship, [ am confident that this will
help them in their academics as well,

“Also, it is heartening to see that the
NIIT Mind Champions Academy has
reached a huge number of children across
the country to initiate them to chess. This
is a good sign for the game’s development
in the country and hopefully India will
become all the more powerful in chess,”
he said.

World champion Yiswanathan Anand ;jla\rs with
young champions in Chennai on Monday |

g 0
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Chess helps solve
problems:

Syed Intishab Ali. jaipur

The chess grandmaster
who seldom failed to
checkmate his adversaries,
Viswanathan Anand on
Friday defended himself
against accusations of ac-
quiring a Spanish citizen-
ship. “How can people
think I'm Spanish? I have
an Indian passport,” said
Anand, showing his pass-
port when asked why he
spends more time in Spain
than in his home country,
The three-time world
champion, who was in
Jaipur to encourage the
young minds to take up
chess, felicitated the win-
ners of the north zone fi-
nals of the NIIT Mind
Champions Academy-
Chess Master 2008 at the
Step By Step School.
Talking to DINA, Anand
said now he has taken up
the job to churn out more
professional chess players
from India. “People talk
about chess as a spectators’
game. But chess, like any
other game, is difficult to
follow when you don’t
know the rules. Even if the
children learn the rules,
they would become good
spectators. That will defi-
nitely benefit the game,”
Elaborating more on at-
tracting people towards the

DNA
JAIPUR
JANUARY 17, 2009

Viswanathan Anand in Jaipur on Friday —santosh sharma.oNA

mind game, he said, “Like
Twenty20 cricket, chess
has a shorter version of
rapid and bullet chess. “We
have made chess slightly
shorter. Rapid chess has a
time limit of one hour

which is more interesting
for the spectators than the
conventional chess of sev-
en hours.”

The world champion
has not only inspired for-
mer Indian Turn 10 PE

NIIT

Chess helps solve...

skipper Saurav Ganguly, but has be
come a role model of the Pink City
students. In an interactive session
with students, Anand said, “Chpss
helps in developing critical thinking
and solving problems.” When asked
about Ganguly's comment that
“Anand is a role model for teamlln-
dia”, he said, “I feel honoured. It is a
great complinfent and it cannot get
better coming from a cricketer like
Ganguly” The master of the chess-
board doesn't confine himself to the
game. Though he wishes that c_he'ss
would become as pcpular as cricket
in India, he expressed his concern
about threetime Olympian Limba
Ram who has been forced to take shel-
ter in a garage. “1 have heard about
him, It's sad that sports icons like him
are facing such problems in the coun-
try.” Anand expressed his concern
over the financial condition of play-
ers in India, other than the cricketers,
who are living in an absolute state of

penury. -
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Sentinal
GUWAHATI
JANUARY 16, 2009

‘An:nd, a role model for Team India’

KOLKATA, Jan 15: Viswa-
nathan Anand has not only
inspired youngsters and chess
players of the country, but the
three-time world chess cham-
pion has been a role model for
the Indian ericket team mem-
bers also, former India captain
Sourav Ganguly said locfa L

At a feliatation of the ‘%i r
Three' of cricket, chess anﬁ
shooting, which was attended
by Ganguly, Anand and coun-

try’s first individual Olympic
gold-medalist Abhinav Bind-
ra, the ace southpaw said,
“Anand is a genuine role model
tor everyone... 1 have been
following him for years; it’s
not just me, he has inspired all
members of the Indian cricket
recam.” Admiring Anand’s
character which symbolises
gritand determination, Gan-

ly said, “It’s really remarka-
Eic for him. It's not just aboyt

gerring there (at the rop), it's
alse about handling and sus-
taining it there... He has done
it very well. There’s a lot to
learn from him. I am really
honoured to be with him to-
day.” “It 1s not just about cf-
forts, it is also about the
thought process and work cth-
ics... He handles pressure re-
markably well. The way he
handles a situation is com-
mendable.”

“Ome can learn a lot from
him. 1 hope he comes here
again in future that will inspire
the present generation.” Gan-
guly alsospoke about his re-
tirement and sard he felt it wise
before he was being pushed
out, “It’s a rough decision...
But it’s important to sirike a
balance berween going out
and being pushed out... |
thought [hl: time had come
for me ta retire, {PTI)

World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand inaugurating the NITs Chess Master 2008 East
Zone winners felicitation programme at Pragjyoti ITA Centre for Performing Art in Guwahati
on Wednesday. (Sentinel)

Page 8 of 17
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Chess’ popularity
on the rlse' Anand

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Jan. 15: Winning the world
championship title thrice is
a feat that very few sporting
icons of India have achieved
so far. Viswanathan Anand
certainly belongs to that rare
group whose mastery in the
game of chess has held the
tri-colour high in the sports
fraternity.

The world champion is
optimistic of the future of
Indian chess even after he
calls it a day, though he
shies away those who blame
cricket for hogging all the
hmelight, thereby pushing
other games further back-
wards.

“The situation in chess is
much better today compared
to what 1t was 20 years ago.
Sponsorship today is guite
encouraging. The only thing
is carrying out your work
step by step. Another signif-
icant aspect is grooming the
interested kids from various
academies. Once these are
done in a process, ['m sure
the popularity will go up
further,” Anand said on the
sidelines of a felicitation
ceremony organised by
NIIT.

“Back in 1987, we had
only one grandmaster. Now,
there are 18. Even last year,
we had five gold-medallists
from our country. Besides,
we have players like Surya
Shekhar (Ganguly), Sasiki-
ran, Parimarjan Negi who

Sourav Ganguly (left) and \ﬂswanathan Anand dur-
ing a felicitation ceremony in Kolkata on Thursday.

are consistently rising above
theis game, Surya Shekhar
particularly is  highly
impressive. I've been work-
ing with him since 2002-03.
I was keen on having him
with me in Bonn.”

Anand didn't forget to
focus on the role that should
be played by parent body
All India Chess Federation,
who he thinks should con-
centrate on organising more
international tournaments.
*There are certain things
which they are handling
well. But there's always
scope for doing a little more
since the number of tourna-

— Debajyoti Sarkar

ments have gone up by far
nowadays.

“What they should focus
on now is spreading the
game throughout the coun-
try and organising more
international tournaments,”
Anand emphasised,

Dedication, passion and
enjoyment are the three
components that lead to the
path of success, Anand
feels. “It’s all about doing
something you enjoy and
love the most. The rest, off
course, depends on practice.
And yes, on the eve of a
malch, practice hours may
last from three to 10 hours.”

NIIT
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Our Bureau
New Delni, Jan. 20

NIIT Lid has reported a
60-per cent drop in its net
profit for the quarter ended
December 2008, to Rs 5.5
crore on the back of new busi-
ness launch, higher deprecia-
tion due to new projects and
forex losses incurred by an as-
sociate firm,

For the third quarter (Oc-
tober-December), the profit
stood at Rs 5.5 crore as com-
pared to Rs 13.9 crore in the
year-ago period.

“The launch of NIIT Un-
iqua, the joint venture be-
tween NIIT and Genpact and
increased depreciation due to
new school projects impacted
the profit for the quarter,”
said CEQ, Mr Vijay Thadani.

NEW DELHI
JANUARY 21, 2009

NIIT net down 60%

NIIT has expanded its
presence to over 7,800
schools, an increase of 3,000
schools compared to the same
quarter last year, The profit
after tax also took a hit as NI-
IT Technologies, an associate
of NIIT Ltd (in which NIIT
Ltd holds 25 per cent stake),
had reported a forex loss.

The net revenue rose 17 per
cent to Rs 278.9 crore for the
quarter, against Rs 238.8
crore a year ago, on higher
volumes and growth across
segments such as Individual
Learning Solutions, School
Learning Solutions and Cor-
porate Solutions,

ILS- IT recorded 20 per
cent growth in net revenue
year on year and 23 per cent
growth in enrolments. In Chi-

Net revenue up: Mr Vijay K. Thadani (right), CEOQ, NIIT,

R e NIIT
The Hindu Business Line

and Mr. Rajendra S Pawar, Chairman, at a press
conference in the Capital on Tuesday.- Ramesh Sharma

na, NIIT recorded 71 per cent
growth in revenue over the
same period last year.

The SLS recorded a growth
of 74 per cent in net revenue;
while the CLS a growth 7 per
cent in net revenue,

With fresh order intake
during the quarter at $31.8
million, CLS closed the quar-
ter with a pending order book
of $81.13 million, up 24 per
cent on the same period pre-
vious year. S

Economic Times

KOLKATA

JANUARY 21, 2009

NIIT Q3 consolidated
net slips 60% to Rs 5.5 cr

Our Bureau
NEW DELHI

TRAINING firm NIIT Ltd re-
ported a 60% drop in consoli-
dated net profit for the quarter
ended December 2008 atRs 5.5
crore.

The company attributed the
dedline to increased depreda-
tion, investments in a néw joint
venture and lower profits from
an associate firm. Consolidated
net revenues grew 17% to Rs
278.9 arore., :

The October-December
quarter was the first quarter for
NIIT Uniqua, a JV with BPO
firm Genpact. During the quar-
ter, NIIT Ltd invested Rs 6 crore
in setting up new centres and
hiring staff for the JV.

Also, NIIT Technologies, in

which NOT Ltd holds a
25% stake, recently reporied
a 52% decline in net profit for
the quarter ended December
2008,

“Q3 is an off-season quarter
and there were events, chal-
lenges and volatility that we
have seen before,” NIIT CEQ Vi-
jay K Thadani said.

Earnings before interest, 1ax,
depreciation and amortisation
(Ebitda) was flat for the quarter
atRs 22.9 crore.

The JV with Genpact, which
isaimed at making people ready
for the BPO industry, also
signed up eight BPO firms as
placement partners, including
WNS, Wipro BPO, 24/7 Cus-
tomer and HCL BPO.

Individual learning solutions
business, which contributes

51% to NIIT's system-wide rev-
enues — earned by NIIT and its
franchisee and alliance partners
together — recorded a 23%
growth in enrolments.

Mr Thadani said short-term
coursés are becoming more
popular among students in the
current economic environ-
mennt,

NIOT had earlier launched
programmes with duration
ranging from 99 to 200 days.

Corporate learning solutions
business, which accounts for
36% of system-wide revenues,
recorded a 7% growth in net
reveniue. The business received
fresh orders worth $31.8 mil-
lion (about Rs 155 crore), lead-
ing to a total pending order
boaok of §81.3 million or abowt
Rs 398 crore.
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74 hearing-impaired students felicitated

Staff Reporte:

NOIDA: The i ila Deaf Society
held its Convoeation at Indira
Gandhi Kala Kendra auditori-
um here over the weekend. As
many as 74 hearing-impaired
students were felicitated for
completing their vocational

information technology
courses.
These specialised pro-

grammes have been accred-

ited by The NIIT Institute
(TNI). The course comprises
training in MS Office along
with a first-of-its-kind DTP
graphic and web-based de-
sign programme for the
hearing-impaired.

‘Disability only in mind’

The event was attended by
hearing-impaired students,
their families, a TNI team and
volunteer staff from NIIT

Ltd.

Speaking on the occasion,
TNI Project Director M, P.
Kapoor said: “Today the deaf
youth have demonstrated
that the disability is only in
the mind, and one who is will-
ing to apply his mind can lead
a completely normal life.
TNI's engagement in this ef-
fort for the last two years has
been very satisfying. We will
continue to work towards

building more programmes
for Thearing-impaired stu-
dents.”

Prof. Kapoor awarded the
certificates to graduating
students,

TNI has been closely asso-
ciated with the Noida Deaf
Society in creating and deli-
vering these programmes to
these special students.

These courses were con-
ducted by deafinstructors.

The Hindu Business Line

NEW DELHI

JANUARY 28, 2009

ONLINE COURSE

Keeping e-learning in ship-shape

Adith Charlie

Mumbai, Jan. 27

Twenty-five-year-old Tuhin Debisa
marine officer who spends more than
six months of the year on the high seas,
criss-crossing the globe. But this does
not deter him from pursuing his
academic interests,

Thanks to the concept of e-learning,
he has enrolled for a course in business
administration which he will pursue
from the deck of his ship!

“We cater to several students who
take classes from on-board ships
where they are employed. However,
since they cannot attend the online
classes due to difference in time
schedules or connectivity problems,

we archive those sessions and make it
available to them at a time of their
choice,” said Mr Shailesh Mehta,
Founder & Chief Executive Officer of
Gurukul Online Learning Solutions
(GOLS),

GOLS is currently exploring
opportunities to tie up with shipping
majors in the country to jointly
develop and implement marine
courses for employees who wish to
further their careers on the high seas.

Similarly, another e-learning firm
24x7 Learning has enabled employees
on rigs of Qil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) to access online
courses related to a range of oil & gas
related subjects in their free time, said

Mr Karthik KS, Chief Executive
Officer, 24x7 Learning.

The company has achieved this
through its partnership sewn with the
oil major in August 2008, as part of
which it built, implemented and
managed an e-learning academy for
ONGC.

In spite of the unfavourable macro
economic environment, the e-learning
space has not been as badly impacted
as some of the other sectors. “Even
though decision making has been
impacted, the across-the-board move
to trim costs is actually helping this
industry,” said Mr Ashish Basu,
President, New Business Incubation,
NIIT Ltd. '
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N

1T conducting NITAT

-09 on Jan 18

! celor Correspondent
'AMMU, Jan 10: NIIT, a
global talent development cor-
poration, has announced the 5th
National IT Aptitude Test
(NITAT) which would be con-
ducted simultaneously in over
180 cities across the nation, on
Sunday, January 18 including at
NIIT centres in Jammu.
Flagging off NITAT 2009,
nationally, G Raghvan, president
JIndividual Learning Solution
#8#id, “We will be conducting the
"NITAT for the 5th year in a row
this = year. Besides being
endorsed by NASSCOM and the
world chess champion
Vishwanathan Anand, the
NITAT has the benefit of partic-

ipation by technology majors
like Sun Microsystems,
Microsoft, CISCO etc.”

The students desirous of
checking their aptitude for IT
can appear for NITAT 2009 by
registering on-line or by visiting
their nearest NIIT centre.

The test evaluates detailed
aptitude on key parameters and
designed as on objective type
test of reasoning, comprehen-
sion, data interpretation skills
and behavioural traits.

The meritorious students will
get special recognitions nation-
ally and the 1000 performers
will be awarded a letter of
recognition from Vishwanathan
Anand.
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TRAMNE THE TRAWED

ot

If you want to pick up the
pace along the path of your
current career, enroll yourselff
in any of the top institutes for-
executive MBA, suggests

KAUSAR F FIRDAUSI

S you nse in an erganisation, each
higher step an your career ladder
requires you to have qualifications
and skills that commensurate to the
role you are assigned. But without a
formal business management qualification you 1
‘will fesl somewhat uncomfortable. Even
despite performing better, your rise in the
company hierarchy may not be as fast as
those with formal management degrees.
fSimeit"ana!poaslbietarrvwmlewamair
job and do a fulltime MBA course, Executive
MBA or EMBA i precisely constructive for
them. “The Executive MBA programme: is the
perfect recipe for me as | wish to gain access
1o top-notch education,” feels

‘their career in a shorter time period than that
of a fultime course. The level of knowledge
and experience that the students bring into
this programme makes it difierent from the
ather MBA :

We all know that there is a huge demand of
talered peaple in the corporate sector these

days. The executive MBA attempts to fulfill the

demands of the comporate for continued
training and development of its executive
workforce. Business strategies and leadership
skills are main focus in this mode of MBA.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Candidates willing to pursue this course

Mail Today

NEW DELHI
JANUARY 25, 2009

Top executive manag

NIIT

A MAIL ToDAY pramaotional feature

ement institutes in Delhi-NCR

NIIT Imperia Business - IIFT Fees: 3,88, 000/- MBA (International Business),
#Course & duration: New Delhi, B months Selaction process: Written test 3 years
Programme — IM Eligibility: Graduate with 3 and interview Eligibility: Graduate with 3

Calcutta, | year work expenence 1IM L - Noida Campus  ysars work experiance
Eligibility: Graduate with 10 Fees: 63,500/~ & Gourse name & durstion: PG {Company sponsorship or No

work experience Selection process: Wrten test  programme in Business. Objsciion Ceriicate).
Fees: Rs, 1,854,000/~ - for Working Fees: 85, D00/~
Course & duration: PG more course options log on to Managers (WMP), 3 years ® Course name & duration:
Certificate Programme in www,niitimperia.corm) Eligibility: Graduate (50%) and  Executive Masters in
Maragement — IIM Indore, 1 MDI 4 years of post-degree Intemnational Business, 18
year ®Course name & duration: managerial xperience menths
Eligibiiity: Graduate with 3 ' Executive Mar Fees: 4, 15,000/ Eligibllity: Graduate with 5
years work experience Programme (EMP), 3 years. Selection process: Written t8st,  years managerial axperience
Fees: Rs. 1, 65,000/ Eligibility: Gr with GD and interviow or PG degree with 3 ysars
®Gourse & duration: PG aggregate of 50% and 3 years W managerial experience
Certificate Programme in work experience ® Course name & duration: Fees: 1, 00, 000/~

should at least be a graduate with a
minimum work experience of 3 - § years or
maore than that, Selection process may vary
from college to college, While many
institutes conduct written tests and
interviaws, admission in some institutes
may depend on the GMAT scores.

INSTITUTES IN INDIA
There are excellent management institutions in
India where you can get execUitive management
education par exceflence. These top
schools in India draw students as

wedl as practicing managers. NI imperia, a
Mmmﬁﬁpmlndle’sﬁnﬁi&
Sehools — the liMs at Ahmedabard, Galcutta and
Indore - mames the Immense domain
kriowledge and faculty basa of the lIMs and
NIIT's immense capabiities, strengths and

quality. *To da pest graduation from
i and NI being & faciitator in that, | thought
this is the best course available which | can go
foor it and it was working out," shares De
Sajharam, an MBES into drug discovery on

research. No wonder then that NIIT Imperia’s
speclalised programmes have drawn & huge
response from both IT and nan-T companies.
Ithasalraadgmarmedmmmﬂmacaum

onals across top industries. While
almost one-third of Imperia students are from
pramier [T firms, others ars from the financial,
manufacturing and the services sectors. NIIT
|mperia offers long-term executive
rnamgamsmprogwnmes,spedalissd
management development programmes and
customised programmes to meet the needs of
corporata organisations.

These programmes are offered across 19
cities: and classes ane conducted after office
heours and on weekends, So the professionals
mmwpmgamwwleamg
their jobs or rebocating 1o othar cities, “This.
eourse offerad by NIT has given me the option
‘hopmﬁueﬂﬂomafarawavlrﬂ:aﬁmarda‘till
become part of a world class crganisation

which s IIM Ahmedabad,” says Ryan Femando,

a working executive.
Other top management institutes in India
offering executive management programmes

include Symbiosis Institute of Management,
ICFAL IM Ahmedabad, IM Caloutta, 1M
Indore, XLR! Jamshadpur, Indian Instiute of
Foreign Trade (IFT) and India School of
Business Hyderabad.

INSTITUTES IN DELHI-NCR

Best institules to choose from Delhi-MCR,
ather than NITT Imperia, include MO, 1M
Lucknow — Noida campus —and IIFT. MDI
(Management Development Institute), Iocated
at Gurgaon, is one of the premisr
management institutes in India which
conducts an execitive management
programme. The IIM Lucknow has broken
mew grounds in being the first IiM o start an
additional campurs in the country. The Noida
c:arrpusisnamgdme!opedasacmtranl
excellence in the area of executive
management education.

Indian Institute of Fomeign Trade (IFT) has
established itself as one of the best B schodls
today. Il alsa affers Executiva Masters in
International Business (EMIB) at New Delhi. |

— kausar. firdausi@maitoday,in,
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Gearing up for BPO work

: N the BPOUndusty took off about .,
10yearsago andbfﬁ:redjobs tograd-

uates, many young people treated it
as a stopgap career opportunity, working with
them for a few months or years and then mov-
ingontomore aspirational careers.

This has changed as noted in the words of
PG Raghuraman, lead executive for Accen-
ture’s. Delivery Centres for BPO in India:
“Having seen this indusiry mature over the
past eight to 10 years, today thete is a focus
given to the BPO sector and it is not just seen
as analternate opportunitybut as afirst option
foryoungpeople.”

Recognising this change in mindset, both
Accenture and Genpact decided to give back
totheindusiryinthe formoftraining & educa-
tion alliances with Indira Gandhi National
Open University (Ignou) and NIIT respective-
ly. These alliances will aid all young people in-
terested in BPO as a career and not just those

pursuing careers with Accenture’s and Gen-
pact’sBPOs,

The Ignou tie-up offers students a six-
month diploma through a central university
under the ministry of human resource devel-
opment, government of India. Either 12th
graders or college graduates can avail this op-
tion. The programme is expected to be espe-
cially popular in Tier 2,3, and 4 cities. This
programmewill be available in approximately
44 centresspread over 27 cites with 90 faculty
membersespecially trained to roll out the pro-
gramme, Thefirstbatchisscheduled vostartin
February 2009. The idea is to make these
young peoplereadilyemployable at BPOs. The
course will use classroom learning, self learn-
ing and el.earning tools, paying attention to
bothprocessandindustryspecialisation.

According to Accenture, the vision is to
grow this programme to encompass technolo-
gy, management and leadership training for

accenture

'[‘thmpan—N]ITrprEymmehasaslight-

Iy different format and runs for about three
months. NIIT brings an IT-training platform &
distribution and Genpact provides the subject
matter expertise and the context of the envi-
ronment as it stands today. Says Anju Talwar,
seniorvice- pa'ecidenL&husiness]eadera:Gen
pact, “The training in the form of a bridge
course will focus on voice, soft skills, profes-
sional skills, business etiguette, and also build
ITawarenessin M3 Officeand soforth.

The three main areas are soft skills, finance
& accounting and voice communications.
Students can also choose a mix in courses
and eombine areas such as communication
and finance & accounting. To enrol for the
Genpact endorsed course called NIIT Uniqua,
one has to be a graduate and it is available
to students in smaller cities. In addition to
BPO technology services, functional and sec-

toral classes in supply chain, and insurance &
banking will also be offered. As of December
2008, 12 centres offering the NIIT Uniqua are
up and running across Tier-1 and Tier-2 cities,
The plan for the next 2 to 3 years is toofferthis
programme in 250 NIIT centres. Currently 30
batchesare being runand the firstbatch gradu-
atesbythe end of January,

Talwar adds, “The alliance with NIIT will
helpprepareacritical massof people fora BPO
career, Our experience found thatoutofallthe
non-engineering graduatesweinterview, only
10-15%werehireable forourneeds:
this bridge course will increase that number
significantly. Our employees are deeply in-
volved inthattheyoverseethetraininganden-
surequality control.” Interested and admitted
studentswill needtopayabout Rs 20,000 toat-
tend this course. The next phase of the roll- oud
willbetoofferthe coursein tlehnhppmcsand
ChinaatNIITcentres.

NIIT
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Amar Ujala
NEWS
JANUARY 11, 2009
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