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Deccan Herald

BANGLORE
FEBRUARY 22, 2009

‘Hole-in-the-wall’ experiment
is Slumdog... inspiration

From KaLvan Ray
DH News Service

New Dewar: Slumdog Millionaire, undoubt-
edly, is the toast of the season. But, barely
anybody knows that a gang of illiterate
glum children from Kalkaji in South Delhi
and a prodigious computer scientist were
the inspiration behind the book that this
much talked-about film is based on.

It started on the Republic Day in 1999
when NIIT scientist Sugata Mitra created a
hole in the wall that separated the NIIT
headguarters in Kalkaji from a slum and
put up a freely-accessible computer for any-
body to use.

Slhum kids were attracted almost imme-
diately Most of them did not have formal
education; they did not know English and
had hardly ever seen a computer. They
thought it was a new toy and started playing
with it.

To everybody's surprise, it was found
that those illiterate kids had taken just a few
weeks to learn how to operate a computer.
Mithout any assistance they were able to use
rarious applications such as word processor
ind paint brush.

Encouraged by the success of the Kalkaji
“hole-in-the-wall” experiment, Mitra and
his team went ahead in setting up two more
“hole-in-the-wall” computers in Shivpuri (a
town in Madhva Pradesh) and Madantusi (a
village in Uttar Pradesh).

The findings from Shivpuri and Madan-
tusi confirmed Kalkaji results — the chil-
dren picked up computer skills on their
OWTL.
At this point, the International Finance
Corporation (an arm of the World Bank)
tied up with NIIT to spread the hole-in-the-
wall experiment to other parts of the coun-
try as well as outside.

One of the interesting findings was in
any place, the learning pattern for the slum
kids is the same.

The experiment raises questions on the
role of the teacher in a computerised envi-
ronment, and how children can learn them-
selves, if provided with computer and Inter-
net connections.

More than 3,00,000 children have benefit-
ed from 300 hole-in-the-wall stations in the
last eight years. The programme has
reached other parts of South Asia, besides
Africa.

While writing his novel 4, the source
of the acclaimed film, its author, Vikas

3 | Swarup, was inspired by the pedagogy ex-
4 periment.

“1 was inspired by the experiment. It got
me fascinated, and I realised there was an
innate ability in everyone to do something
extraordinary, provided they were given an
opportunity,” Swarup said.

“The experiment was meant {o create a

| mechanism for giving opportunity to young

Sugata with slum children and the
experiment set-up.

people who did not have formal education.
The novel's success and the fllm validate
that seed of idea,” NIIT chairperson Rajen-
dra Pawar told Deccan Herald,

NIIT
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i

HOLES
INTHIS PROJECT

NIIT’s hole-in-the-wall experiment has converted over 100 million kids
from slums and villagers into computer users, and inspired Vikas Swarups
@ & A which became Slumdog Millionaire 8y REEMU BAHL

fter a busy morning cooking  and eraser ina tight grip. she jostles  and be able to operate it one day,”
and washing clothes, Hukhsa-  for space among the 15-odd children  says the girl whio can't read The words
ne puts on her mother's well-  assembled near the computer kiosk  "Home' or *Exil’. Bul <he knows how
worn chappals and hesds towards  built next to the compound sall. @ move the leer” (Cursory over the
Sarvodaya Kanya Bal Vidyalava, o gos ‘Bhuiya®, the carciaker, is teaching machine. 'I'i|1:|:|:.u.l.:|uu.]|I e this” shae
ermment school near Waxir Pur. MNew  them the alphabet on the keyboard suys, with asby smile,
Delhi, Hobding her notebaook, pencil =1 want to study on the computer Rukheana is ome among the many
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and thamked Vikas for
misntioning the HiIWEL

underprivileged children across India
and abirosad who are benefitting from
Hole=in-the-Wall Education Lid. or
HIWEL, a joint venture between the
Mational Institute of Information
Technology (MIIT) and the Interna-
tisnal Finance Corporation (a part
of The World Bank Groap), The basic
premize is that poor children can
teach themselves how to use & com-
puter, il they have easy sccess o one.
Their curinsity acts as thelr guide anmd
they teach themselves bo use i

The project was kicked off by N1TTs
Dir. Sugwtn Mitra in 1994, but has been
in the mews becawse of Slummdog M-
fionaire, the Oscar-nominated film
adapted from Vikas Swarup's novel
(A&A. Swarup, in an interview to
PeCrLE magazine, revealed the book's
protagonist Ram Mohammad Thom
as {renamed Jamal Malik in the film)
wiiz inspared by this innovative proj-
eck. “This programme basically tells
you that children feom dissshantaged
|.'|ul.l:|.'m1|.1n|.|.~i|.u|1 learm entirely ungid-
el provided they hiave the resources...
just like Bam did,” says Vikas.

In this case, resources meant carv-
i|!||£ i hole in the wall separating the
NIIT premises from the adjoining
slum in Kalkaji, New Delhi, and plac-
ing a computer there, On Jan, 26,
his team installed the first of these
rackines al 9 AM and by | s the chil-
dren were already surfing and using
the computer. “[ was surprised, bo pul

People
NATIONAL

it mildly,” zays Dr. Mitra,

who is bazed in the UK and
:mlunﬁtr asnciated with the prog-
e, MIIT India chairman RHajendra
5. Pawar, who has taken it forward,
recalls the fndings from their prelim-
inary experiments “We were pleas-
untly surprised to observe children
doing a number of interesting things
with the computer, and that too
without any assistance,” savs Pawar,
revealing that kids logged on to the
Internet and downleaded games,

The respomss encouraged the NITT
team bo develop more Playgrnound
Learning Stations (PLS, which is what
they named these kiosks). Today,
HIWEL is munning 55 centres in Del-
Inl alone, 250 more across Tndin and
20 progects in African countries like
Uganda, Bwanda, Mozambique, Nige-
rim and Cambodia. The plan is to take
this nol-lor-prodfit establishment to
countries like Bhutan, Sti Lanks and
MNepal.

Since the PLS iz open beyvond
school howrs (from 9 AM o 5 PM),
evien school-going children play with
it. HiWEL's follow-up research noted
improvement in these kids’ academic
]III.'I'|-I.II.'I1IIIJI.'|.'I.".'|-\. Says Dir. Mitra, “This
is & good way to organise learning

We don't
know what
the limits to this
kind of learning
are”
—DR. SUGATA MITRA

environments in places
where good schools don’t
exist and good teachers
don't want to go.” Pawar
says that collaborative
constructivism, where
children learn from each
vther, was amnsthier T pT=
tant finding
And thowgh most kids dor't
know the English terms lke mouse,
cursor, etc, they have invented their
own — teer (armow) for the cursor,
damru for the hourglass. Over the
years, the HIWEL team has incor-
porated puzzles and inberactive pro-
grammes in Hindi as well nz English.
“Mitthu batata hai kya karna hai,”
Simran, 9 who uses the Sarojini
Beagar kiosk, says while detailing omne
of the games meant for class 2 stu-
dents, Polio-afflicted Mukesh, 12,
from the shum near 1) Colony, who
walks with the |1|.*J|Ha-|'uxli|.'h:.-:|.n=||mx
of becoming a banker. *1 learn from
these games and stories and will wse
this knowledge to work ina bank,” he
S
Dr. Mitra estimates that HiWEL
hias eomwverted over 100 million ‘users’
from shams and villages over the Last
10 vears. But he doesn’t believe the
prodect has reached its full potential,
“We don’t know what the limits to
this Eind of learning are.” He is excit-
od about the future. “lmagine 100
million children growing up inside
the cyber space as opposed to their
100D BC villapes" He adds, “1t would
chiange our socbely for ever,” @

to heroes * peoplemagindis.cam
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HiE changing characier of computer
¥ India—rom mainframes: and minis Lo macrs-
compubers—at the start ol the 19808 theew
up new demands for compuer education, In the

¥ maisdrame efa. the sole of a COMpULEr neer was

limhed. The software was writien by [EM and the
machine was also srrced by IBM. The samse hap-
pened inelecomomic data L:n.umiu_: SETInES &nd Cha
ROCs, Wich the Semaductices of micmcompmers,
thé situation changed
HIL, wheich pionessed chis shift. had ro educate
cosomers o Bow 1o ke
s eomputers Ong of s
Eafly MhETEEmens saud
Even a typlst can use oar
computers, emphasizng
that compasses doa" hisve
b depend on cussiders 1o
OpeETALE Cha T COMRACErS
The origins of computer
training im the private sacior
can be eraced 1o FICL Rajes
dra Singh Pawar, a 1972
electrical efginedring grac
uabe of IIT Dedhi, joined HCL
in September 1976, after a
giint with Laren &
Toabso and DOM
Litrited
Im 1979, his was £n
trusied with corporate
planming at HCL. He be-
gan explonmg how (he
sale of HCL micsocompubees combd e
boosted. A number of companies had
eniered the marker which wis already very
shugpsh. This exemise led (o the identifi
caciom of Two constraants that wene
himdering the gowth of the computes
mcdusiry in general: lock of swarenis and
ahility i corpaale and ROVENniNEnL §ECI0Ms On
the use of new sechnologees and shomage of =kills
in the market in put these iechnologies 1o is:
This braretorméng led o the conclusion chag
cOMpr e iy wal SefOEERERY 0D PEN REgane
microcomputer use in the coumry, It was this
analyzis char lad the ereanon of o mew bummes in

How HCL wrote the growth
programme for the industry

L98 | — it

Pawar, mbong with has 5T buddies igay Thadani
and PRaendran, and the backing of BICL [oundes
Shiv Madar, founded India's first compuner rain-
g effoct an the nof-loemed secme The vemure
wins named the Mangnal Insiue of Information
Technology [WIT). It alsa helped hring to the
peablic mind a relatvely new phrase Tnformatios
Techaology' in place of Tomguting and Tas Pre

!I#.
-

e #

cessing” which were in Ve 11 chém ani e
e in the comtent of older penemation LIRS and
Sl Fam s

Around the same time, the govemment had ac-
cepred i Ragraman Committes's rcommenda-
tions ot it book Hme for the MO courses 1o be
dAarted in various univeran e with fmancial aid

friovm the Dok

Wieaniwhile, NIIT started 5 st Cofgiiner Edu-
covtion: Centoe i a renbed dfice ot Migtal Conr, ka-
rirran Pediir, Bombay, in Februsny 1982, wich a@n
gle compuwier, a colour television set and a
sevend:hand multesytrem video cassette remndes
Farwar placed & small adhverizement— meadesing
406 calimn cfr—as The Tieses of India, b ns-
oy shawed up for & few days.

Thaen thiere was only one srudent for sometime.
The numbers grew slowhe. Several IndSan compa-
et began impocting ks and s mbling compa-
e hotally,

Theene was & bot of talk of wsing computers fora
variery of purposes by variees organizations, in-
tuding banks, Radways, and 30 on. AN this cne-
ated actiial and penceived Semancd bod gradiines
ikilled in operalng 4 Commpates. This Wi ,e'l'.-l'll"
nisws for NITT,

(i froe

sighe Rajendra

i P,

Uiy Macdar g

;- Wy Thadasi:

-m " [ freets

| : | —
s f

Fe

s =

Excerpted with permienon frem Harper Colins
Publishers ndio

B THE LORG RECILUTION

Iy DANESH £ SHAEMA

Price- $9%; PpdBs; EH No: S7EATTIITTGRS
Al Figkts keerved
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Kashmir Times

JAMMU

FEBRUARY 17, 2009

KC Public School student shine

in national chess championship

KT NEWS SERVICE

JIAMMU, Feb 16: Rahul
[Dhar, students cight standard
of KC Public 5chool excelled
in the National Chess cham-
monship-Chess Master 2009,
organised by NIIT Mind
champions Academy ai
Jaipur.

J&R

state  champion,

Rahul Dhar played matches
-il.gﬂlﬂ:‘-t

champions  from

other state and also egot an
opportunity to-play a fnendly
match against World Chess
champion Viswanathan
Anand. His performance was
highly spprecialed by oae
and all present on this occa-
$10Mn

Chiel guest on this ocea
sion, Jyotiraditya Scindia,
union minister - of state i
communication and 11

The nanonwide chess con-
test witnessed  widespread
participation by OVer
2 O0 MK stucents fros over

3400 government gnd private

schools  spread dcross 24
statics .!|1L| Lnion ferrilares
The winners trom the four

FONES S0 POl an OppOriuny
o play simultancous chess
with the world chess champi-
ons, Viswanathan Anand

|

Rahul Dhar, student of KC Public School receiving prire from World Chess champi-

on Vishwanathan Anand in Jaipur.
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State Times
DELHI
FEBRUARY 17, 2009

NIIT

‘Chess Master 2009’ held

i WS SERVICE

JAMMU: Rahul Dhar, stu-
dent of class Bth of KC Pubhe
School exeelled in the
National Chess
Championship ‘Chess Master
2009" orgamsed by NIIT
Mind Champions Academy a
jommt mtiative of NIIT, a
leading  Global Talent
Development  Corporation
and Asia's No. 1 trainer and
world Chess ~ Champion
Vishwanathan Amnand at
Jaipur. J and K State eham-
pion Rahul Dhar played
mateh against champions
from other states and got an
opportunity to play friendly
mateh agaimst Vishwanathan

< CHESS CHAMPION: =
Rﬁﬁut_pﬁﬂr being awarded by World ﬂ&ﬂsﬁﬁmﬁm s

Vishwanathan Anand at Jﬂipur i

-:W:&

Unmon }-qu:-ﬂl_'r of Hlﬂtv for
Commumeations amnd AT,

Anand, Chief Guest on the
oceasion Jyvotiraditya Seindia

recognised the commendable
performance of the young
Mind Champions in the game
of chess and encouraged
them to contifiue to exlubit
the same zeal and brilliance.
Vishwanathan said that it
is & proud feeling to see these
ypung children aectively tak-
g part in the ehampionship.
The grand finale of Mind
Champions  Academy Chess
Master 2009 saw winners
from North, East, West and
South Zones for the National
Level Championship. The
winners from the four zones
also pot an opportumty to
play simultancous ¢hess with
Vishwanathan Anand.

Page 8 of 26



NIIT In News February-2009

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 30

IN a major step at reducing the
unemployment rate, the state gov-
ernment has decided to engage
private players in promoting skill
development and arrange job place-
ments for the rural youth living below
the poverty line.

The Rural Development depart-
ment has already empanelled around
40 renowned institutes and compa-
nies for the said purpose. Around 50
more companies will be required to
ing to the BPL youth.

Soon after coming to power, Chicf
the unemployment allowance
scheme launched during Mulayam
Singh's regime was not feasible,
Later, she announced that the gov-
ernment would rather provide jobs
than an unemployment allowance.

In the preliminary phase, around
1,000 BPL youths of the state are al-

The Times of India
LUCKNOW
JANUARY 31, 2009

Govt engages institutes, firms to
harness job skills in rural youth

ready being trained by around six pri-
vate and semi-government compa-
nies and institutes, which includes
companies like Larsen and Toubro
Ltd, NIIT, Educomp Solutions Ltd
and G4S security systems.

According to'the Memorandum of
Understanding signed with the state
government, these companies and
institutes have to give an undertaking
of facilitating 75 per cent placement of
the trained youth with a remunera-
tion not less than Rs 2,500 per month.

“Under the Swarnajayanti Gram
Swarojgar Yojana scheme, we were
giving Rs 5,000 for the training and
the placement of the rural BPL
in just the state-run institution, which
did not help them much,” Manoj Ku-
mar Singh, Commissioner, Rural

nt.

“We thought that since we were al-
ready spending Rs 5,000, it is better
that we use it in a better manner and
them with adequate training,” he
added.

NIIT

“The idea is to bridge the gap be-
tween the recruitment process of the
big companies and the eligible rural
youth. The response in the prelimi-
nary phase isvery encouraging,” sid
Singh. “Under the scheme, around
100 BPL youth from the state are be-
ing trained by L& T in their Delhi of-
fice and similarly by another five
other institutes. Educomp has come
forward to provide English and com-
puter training as well.”

The selection of the candidates un-
der the scheme has to be done dis-
trict-wise and each District Magis-
trate as well as Chief Development
Officers have been informed about
the 40 empanelled companies and
has been asked to provide the BPL
list to the companies.

In case, any particular comparny re-
quires special qualification, the Block
Development Officers have been di-
rected to arrange the meeting be-
tween the eligible youth in their
blocks and the company’s representa-
tive in their office.
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State Times
DELHI
FEBRUARY 16, 2009

NIIT

NIIT organises Bsc IT Scholars Party

BS5TNEWS SERVICE
JAMMU: NIIT Ban B: A
1sedd a Scholars’ Party wher I3se (I'T)
students of the centre were also present.
The Guests of Honour were their parents.
H[]Ilh ];ilr'i Ei":il”!lil:'.:l ."'ﬂ'.l(]l"fl]!'\: '."\-;l."'l..!I'l!
f-_".' :‘-.'.""”'i]lf :"I'h |||"E' LR r'-'r'-ll.:.l_ 'L‘-I‘Iil'll
mghest amongst all other eentors
Director of NIIT Bam Brahmana,
Col.(Retd) Prem Singh eongratulated all
the scholars for the roaring sueeess m the
latest examination held by the ymversity
He sand that NIIT launched its first rural
centre at Ban Brahmana with an aim to
bring the I'T edueation eloser to the rural
_‘.'f.-.i'.|| of the area, With a dedieated team
we have

of teachers and management,

successfully been doing so for the past 12
He further said that the mmstitute

has been working for all seetions of socie-

VOArs
1_1.' -:l"' rlll ' b fIIi.'!'l_'. _".I'ill"-i i_flrll.g '|'|..:|: |'-I|I.ri|||_l_r'
to serve 1n fotare, The altimate aum of the
institute 18 to have 100 per cent place able
on the day ‘.h-'_‘.' complete

also placing

pri |l'| "-C'~1'i||||. :ih.

CETILreE 18

eradnation. The

finanmally weak students even before the

completion of their eourse.to orve them a
financal boost

Parents of all the BSe(IT)
by the faculty of the
]':--l":l'l.[r.l.:' students

They gave a detaled feedback of their

SIS
attended lectures

centre handling these

wards and apprised the parents of the lat

est activities and events happening af

NIIT and how it affected and enhaneed
their ward's li'lilll[-il'il‘l Th H-'H||||:n'-pr1'||;l-
sklls. group

ilr't'L li'.'!'l'llrll'--'-i

ration, mwmterview handling

discussions, placement
nghsh speaking were some of the drves
launched by the eentre. In the past month,
|||J;|' LELGECT i'-_l"\-i WENe mven Lo rlll' L | ||_!|I'||':_'-\.
for H}l-.'-!.—-'.l.'!L t':rl;_'|i:-c|| courzes:  that were
jomed by 22 eurrent students besides new
entrants. The director
them on their purposeful decsion. He also

COneTal .||i!_'_|'l::

presented a gft to Richa Komar for ha
CAIT AT I00,
The techmeal tramers of NIIT faeunlty
Shivani,

exeellent performance in the
Aparna Bhanotra, Dheera)
Hana, At

Wie fUs0 ]||'|'3-'='| 1

sharma and Jvoti Pandita
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Business Standard
NEW DELHI
FEBRUARY 20, 2009

NIIT launches
programme for IFRS

New Delhi: NIIT has launched
a new certificate programme
in International Financial
Reporting Standards (IFRS) to
help companies have a
smoother IFRS convergence
[FRS compliance will be
mandatory from 2010. The
course, which is meant for
senior finance professionals,
will be offered through 22 NIIT

Imperia centres for advanced

learning in 19 major cities of
India. With an objective to
provide finance professionals
with the necessary
information to restate Indian
Financial Statements as per
IFRS, the course will help
them to understand
accounting and disclosure
requirements under [FRS and
differences in Indian GAAP
and [FRS. BS Reporter

NIIT

Indian Express
CHENNAI
FEBRUARY 17, 2009

‘VISH'FUL THINKING

NIIT announeces the launch of *Vish Come
True', a National Chess Competition for
school children. Winners of this competi-
tion get a chance to play chess with World
Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand.
The competition aims to reach out to 1500
schools covering 2,00,000 students from
classes 610 In an endeavor to encourage
intellectual stimulation supporting im-
proved learning of school students, Glob-
al Talent Development Corporation, NIIT
is holding this National Chess competition|
for school students to showcase their tal-
ent in the game of Chess.Students par-
ticipating in the competition can registe
by logging on to www.niit.com/vct .
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The Telegraph
KOLKATA
FEBRUARY 17, 2009

Chess meet
B Calcutta: A national

competition for schoo! stu-

dents, sponsored by NIIT,
will provide an opportuni-
ty to 30 shortlisted players
to play online chess with
world champion Vis-
wanathan Anand. Every
centre will select around
three schools with one
winner qualifying from
each school, and three v
ners from each region.

NIIT

The Times of India
CHENNAI
FEBRUARY 23, 2009

Play to dream

NIIT is holding a national
level chess competition that
will allow winners to play
with World Chess Champion
Vishwanathan Anand.The
aim of this competition is to
promote chess. Students
can register to play in any
one of the following dates:
March 8, March 15, March 22
and April 12.The
competition will be held at
the NIIT centre in the city.To
register,go to
www.niit.com/vct.
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The Indian Express Financial Chronicle
NEW DELHI HYDERABAD

FEBRUARY 17, 2009 FEBRUARY 24, 2009

A dlfferent match

w-##

NComputing,
govt tieup fo help
1.8m students
Sriant Lisare

*Hpdrsratcd

ARDUND 1.8 million
school sudents In Andhra
Pradesh will soon have
access o world  class
computing systems, thanks
1 & the-up between the state
2OV e FTATHT] and
MCompuiting.

Im all, 5,000 govermment
schools across the sae
would scon  have wo
pervers and 10 warking
stathrs gach, MNIT would
be the third parter in this
pushlbe-private veriune,
which would have Uramesd
Insiructors imparting
coffiputer  know-how o
students; with constani
power supply ensured by
the authorities,

The peoject. which hes
been set wp within four
;m'rul':: of s lawunch, would

j: @ shared computing
medel usting NCompaming's
desktop wirualisapion
techmalogy. The funding for
the Bs 400 crome proect
conrees fpom the ceniral and
slale governmends ufider
the I1CTiEschoois plan

“We  believe  tha
MComputings low-cost and
energy  elficiency make it
thas deal COmputing
platferm for the pablic and
privabe seclor, especially in
these difScull tmes,” sas
Haj Shah, chief marketing
officer, NCompuiing. “In
jusit v years, over 4K
mganisitions anmound the
weoeld have installed
Mompaiing Do expand
commipuling access @l &
afordahle cost”

dw#immh
{mydigialc com

P Rajendran of the NIIT presents the trophy to the winning team
captain In a cricket match between NIIT and a team of deaf young men,
NDS Tigers. NIIT Ninjas won the match by 4 runs, Express photo
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January 21, 2009
Why hole in the wall may win an Oscar for

Slumdog

Professor Sugata Mitra's experiment withchildren and the internet in India turns
out to be the inspiration for Slumdog's success

Jack Malvern

Ten years ago an Indian academic knocked a hole through the
wall of his laboratory so that children in the adjoining slum could
play on one of his computers.

Sugata Mitra’s experiment, to see whether unschooled children
would teach themselves how to use the internet, if left to their
own devices, was intended as an educational tool.

It has turned out to have had an unexpected impact in
Hollywood and has provided a boost to the British film industry.
Professor Mitra learnt this week that his “hole-in-the-wall” project
was the inspiration for Slumdog Millionaire, the British film that
swept to victory at the Golden Globes and is now the favourite to
pick up the Best Picture award at the Oscars.

The film, about a street urchin who reaches the final of Who
Wants to be a Millionaire? with knowledge accrued throughout
his tough upbringing, may not feature a hole-in-the-wall
computer, but the author of the original novel has cited
Professor Mitra as his inspiration. Vikas Swarup announced this
week that he wrote Q&A, which was adapted for the screen by
Simon Beaufoy, as a direct result of hearing about street
children using Professor Mitra’s computer.

“l was inspired by the hole-in-the-
RELATED LINKS wall project, where a computer
with an internet connection was
put in a Delhi slum,” he told /ndia
Express. “When the slum was
revisited after a month, the
children of that slum had learnt
how to use the world wide web.”

Slum tours get Slumdog
Millionaire boost
My week: Vikas Swarup

Professor Mitra, who is now Professor of Educational
Technology at the University of Newcastle, told The Times: “It all
started more than ten years ago in New Delhi. | had the idea of
making a computer accessible to slum children and in order to
stop them breaking it | put it in a wall.”

He expanded the project to 23 villages in India where children
had never had access to a computer.

“At the end of five years the schools started reporting that their
English, maths and science scores were all going up.” There are
now about 600 hole-in-the-wall computers around the world.
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Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.

Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations over last 8 years. The
number is going to double with more than 200 stations being installed in 2009. Besides India, HIWEL also has
projects in African countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Nigeria and
in Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.
About NIIT Group

NIIT Group comprises of NIIT Ltd. - Asia's No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global Talent Development
Corporation, offers learning and knowledge solutions to over 5 million students across 40 countries and NIIT
Technologies- a global IT Solutions organization. Asse ssed at SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT Technologies serves
clients across North America, Europe, Asia and Australia.

SOURCE: Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd.

Media: India - NIIT Limited Prateek Chatterjee Cell: +(91) 99102 01085 Direct: +(91) 12442 93041
prateek.chatterjee@niit.com or United States- Gutenberg Communications Aquin Dennison-Mathew Direct:
646-763-8853 aquin@gutenbergpr.com or United States- NIIT Technologies Aninda Bose Direct: 732-915-
8530 Aninda.Bose@NIIT-Tech.com

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article5555651.ece
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Forbes

mCOom

BusinessWire
Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Inspired by NIIT's

'Hole in the Wall’ Initiative
02.17.09, 11:34 AM ET

After having bagged 4 Golden Globe Awards and 7 BAFTA recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a
hot favourite to win the Oscars on February 22, 2009 with 10 Academy Award nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book 'Q&A’, written by Vikas Swarup is originally inspired by India's Hole-in-the-Wall
Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL encourages learning through self
exploration, by providing children in the slums unsupervised access to computers with internet connection.
Comprising of computers installed through the walls in the slums- the Playground Learning Centres, give
children their own private window to access the knowledge of the world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas Swarup, Deputy High Commissioner of India to
South Africa and the author of the book said, "My book is about hope, optimism and triumph of the human
spirit. | was inspired by the Hole-in-the-Wall project, where a computer with an internet connection was put in
a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a month, the children of that slum had learnt how to use
the worldwide web without any supervision. That got me fascinated and | realised that there's an innate ability
in everyone to do something extraordinary, provided they are given an opportunity.”

The modestly budgeted movie, showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan in Mumbai, who rises from
terrible hardship through a continued process of self learning, to become a winner at the Indian version of
'Who Wants to Be a Millionaire'.

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the World Information Technology
and Services Alliance (WITSA) in 2008. It is the first Indian company to receive the award for its
groundbreaking work in developing computer literacy and improving the quality of education at a grass root
level.

About HIWEL

Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a joint venture between NIIT Ltd.
and the International Finance Corporation (a part of The World Bank Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for the society, by first
testing this innovative technology in a slum in South Delhi, located adjacent to one of its software factories. As
an experiment, a Hole in the Wall was made, through the centre's compound wall and a computer screen was
installed, facing the slum. The effects were monitored by the R&D lab located in-house. It was observed that
children were doing a number of interesting things with the computer, without any assistance. It was
haphazard, but it had a sense of discovery & learning. This laid the foundation for further research which
helped NIIT finally develop Playground Learning Stations (PLS), to give children their own private window to
access the knowledge of the world.

With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which Learning Stations
were set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-the-Wall reached Cambodia through the
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With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which Learning
Stations were set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-the-Wall reached

Cambodia through the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.

Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations over last 8
years. The number is going to double with more than 200 stations being installed in 2009.
Besides India, HIWEL also has projects in African countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique,
Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Nigeria and in Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.

About NIIT Group NIIT Group comprises of NIIT Ltd. - Asia's No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global
Talent Development Corporation, offers learning and knowledge solutions to over 5 million
students across 40 countries and NIIT Technologies- a global IT Solutions organization. Assessed
at SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT Technologies serves clients across North America, Europe, Asia and
Australia.

SOURCE: Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd.

CONTACT: Media: India - NIIT Limited Prateek Chatterjee Cell: +(91) 99102 01085 Direct: +(91)
12442 93041 prateek.chatterjee@niit.com or United States- Gutenberg Communications Aquin
Dennison-Mathew Direct: 646-763-8853 aquin@gutenbergpr.com or United States- NIIT
Technologies Aninda Bose Direct: 732-915-8530 Aninda.Bose@NIIT-Tech.com Copyright Business
Wire 2009 -0- KEYWORD: United States

http://www.forbes.com/feeds/businesswire/2009/02/17/businesswire120687009.html
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ATLANTA, Feb 17, 2009 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- After having bagged 4 Golden Globe Awards and 7
BAFTA recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a hot favourite to win the Oscars on
February 22, 2009 with 10 Academy Award nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book 'Q&A’, written by Vikas Swarup is originally inspired by India's
Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL encourages learning
through self exploration, by providing children in the slums unsupervised access to computers
with internet connection. Comprising of computers installed through the walls in the slums- the
Playground Learning Centres, give children their own private window to access the knowledge of
the world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas Swarup, Deputy High Commissioner
of India to South Africa and the author of the book said, "My book is about hope, optimism and
triumph of the human spirit. I was inspired by the Hole-in-the-Wall project, where a computer
with an internet connection was put in a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a
month, the children of that slum had learnt how to use the worldwide web without any
supervision.

That got me fascinated and I realised that there's an innate ability in everyone to do something
extraordinary, provided they are given an opportunity." The modestly budgeted movie,
showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan in Mumbai, who rises from terrible hardship
through a continued process of self learning, to become a winner at the Indian version of 'Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire'.

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the World Information
Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) in 2008. It is the first Indian company to receive the
award for its groundbreaking work in developing computer literacy and improving the quality of
education at a grass root level.

About HIWEL Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a joint
venture between NIIT Ltd. and the International Finance Corporation (a part of The World Bank
Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for the
society, by first testing this innovative technology in a slum in South Delhi, located adjacent to
one of its software factories. As an experiment, a Hole in the Wall was made, through the centre's
compound wall and a computer screen was installed, facing the slum. The effects were monitored
by the R&D lab located in-house. It was observed that children were doing a number of
interesting things with the computer, without any assistance. It was haphazard, but it had a
sense of discovery & learning. This laid the foundation for further research which helped NIIT
finally develop Playground Learning Stations (PLS), to give children their own private window to
access the knowledge of the world.

http://www.cnbe.com/id/29237902/
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PRESS RELEASE
Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Inspired by NIIT's 'Hole in
the Wall' Initiative

Last update: 11:34 a.m. EST Feb. 17, 2009

ATLANTA, Feb 17, 2009 (B USINESS WIRE) -- After having bagged 4 Golden
Globe Awards and 7 BAFTA recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a hot
favourite to win the Oscars on February 22, 2009 with 10 Academy Award
nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book 'Q&A’, written by Vikas Swarup is originally
. . L . Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.
inspired by India's Hole-in-the-Wall

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL
encourages learning through self exploration, by providing children in the slums
unsupervised access to computers with internet connection. Comprising of
computers installed through the walls in the slums- the Playground Learning
Centres, give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the
world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas Swarup, Deputy
High Commissioner of India to South Africa and the author of the book said, "My
book is about hope, optimism and triumph of the human spirit. | was inspired by
the Hole-in-the-Wall project, where a computer with an internet connection was
put in a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a month, the children of
that slum had learnt how to use the worldwide web without any supervision. That
got me fascinated and | realised that there's an innate ability in everyone to do
something extraordinary, provided they are given an opportunity."

The modestly budgeted movie, showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan
in Mumbai, who rises from terrible hardship through a continued process of self
learning, to become a winner at the Indian version of 'Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire".

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the
World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) in 2008. It is the
first Indian company to receive the award for its groundbreaking work in
developing computer literacy and improving the quality of education at a grass
root level.

About HIWEL

Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a
joint venture between NIIT Ltd. and the International Finance Corporation (a part
of The World Bank Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful
act for the society, by first testing this innovative technology in a slum in South
Delhi, located adjacent to one of its software factories. As an experiment, a Hole
in the Wall was made, through the centre's compound wall and a computer
screen was installed, facing the slum. The effects were monitored by the R&D
lab located in-house. It was observed that children were doing a number of
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interesting things with the computer, without any assistance. It was haphazard,
but it had a sense of discovery & learning. This laid the foundation for further
research which helped NIIT finally develop Playground Learning Stations (PLS),
to give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the world.

With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started,
in which Learning Stations were set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004,
the Hole-in-the-Wall reached Cambodia through the Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India.

Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall
stations over last 8 years. The number is going to double with more than 200
stations being installed in 2009. Besides India, HIWEL also has projects in
African countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland,
Botswana, Nigeria and in Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.
About NIIT Group

NIIT Group comprises of NIIT Ltd. - Asia's No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global
Talent Development Corporation, offers learning and knowledge solutions to over
5 million students across 40 countries and NIIT Technologies- a global IT
Solutions organization. Assessed at SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT Technologies
serves clients across North America, Europe, Asia and Australia.

SOURCE: Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd.
Media:

India - NIIT Limited

Prateek Chatterjee

Cell: +(91) 99102 01085

Direct: +(91) 12442 93041
prateek.chatterjee@niit.com

or

United States- Gutenberg Communications
Aguin Dennison-Mathew

Direct: 646-763-8853
aquin@gutenbergpr.com

or

United States—- NIIT Technologies
Aninda Bose

Direct: 732-915-8530
Aninda.Bose@NIIT-Tech.com

http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS191330+17-Feb-2009+BW20090217

Page 20 of 26



NIIT

Press Release Source: Hole-in-the-Wall Education L

Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Inspired by NIIT's
‘Hole in the Wall’ Initiative

Tuesday February 17, 2009, 11:34 am EST

ATLANTA--(BUSINESS WIRE)--After having bagged 4 Golden Globe Awards and 7 BAFTA
recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a hot favourite to win the Oscars on February 22, 2009
with 10 Academy Award nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book ‘Q&A’, written by Vikas Swarup is originally inspired by India’s Hole-in-
the-Wall Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL encourages learning
through self exploration, by providing children in the slums unsupervised access to computers with
internet connection. Comprising of computers installed through the walls in the slums- the Playground
Learning Centres, give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas Swarup, Deputy High Commissioner of
India to South Africa and the author of the book said, “My book is about hope, optimism and
triumph of the human spirit. | was inspired by the Hole-in-the-Wall project, where a computer
with an internet connection was put in a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a
month, the children of that slum had learnt how to use the worldwide web without any
supervision. That got me fascinated and I realised that there’s an innate ability in everyone to
do something extraordinary, provided they are given an opportunity.”

The modestly budgeted movie, showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan in Mumbai, who rises
from terrible hardship through a continued process of self learning, to become a winner at the Indian
version of ‘Who Wants to Be a Millionaire’.

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the World Information
Technology and Services Alliance (W ITSA) in 2008. It is the first Indian company to receive the award
for its groundbreaking work in developing computer literacy and improving the quality of education at a
grass root level.

About HIWEL

Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a joint venture between
NIIT Ltd. and the International Finance Corporation (a part of The World Bank Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for the society, by
first testing this innovative technology in a slum in South Delhi, located adjacent to one of its software
factories. As an experiment, a Hole in the Wall was made, through the centre’s compound wall and a
computer screen was installed, facing the slum. The effects were monitored by the R&D lab located in-
house. It was observed that children were doing a number of interesting things with the computer,
without any assistance. It was haphazard, but it had a sense of discovery & learning. This laid the
foundation for further research which helped NIIT finally develop Playground Learning Stations (PLS),
to give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the world.

With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which Learning

Page 21 of 26



NIIT

Stations were set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-the-Wall reached Cambodia
through the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.

Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations over last 8 years.
The number is going to double with more than 200 stations being installed in 2009. Besides India,
HIWEL also has projects in African countries like Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland,
Botswana, Nigeria and in Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.

About NIIT Group

NIIT Group comprises of NIIT Ltd. - Asia’s No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global Talent Development
Corporation, offers learning and knowledge solutions to over 5 million students across 40 countries and
NIIT Technologies- a global IT Solutions organization. Assessed at SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT
Technologies serves clients across North America, Europe, Asia and Australia.

Contact:

Media:

India — NIIT Limited

Prateek Chatterjee

Cell: +(91) 99102 01085

Direct: +(91) 12442 93041
prateek.chatterjee@niit.com

or

United States—- Gutenberg Communications
Aquin Dennison-Mathew

Direct: 646-763-8853
aquin@gutenbergpr.com

or

United States— NIIT Technologies
Aninda Bose

Direct: 732-915-8530
Aninda.Bose@NIIT-Tech.com

http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/oscar-favorite-slumdog-millionaire-inspired/story.aspx?guid=

{ED64B012-4EE7-4DD1-BA3C-F1388610D505 } &dist=msr_4
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Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Inspired by

NIIT's a€ Hole in the Wall' Initiative

© Business Wire 2009
2009-02-17 18:07:02 -

After having bagged 4 Golden Globe Awards and 7 BAFTA
recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a hot favourite to win the Oscars on
February 22, 2009 with 10 Academy Award nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book "Q&A', written by Vikas Swarup is originally inspired by
India's Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL encourages
learning through self exploration, by providing children in the slums unsupervised access to
computers with internet connection. Comprising of computers installed through the walls in the
slums- the Playground Learning Centres, give children their own private access the

window to knowledge of the world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas

Swarup, Deputy High Commissioner of India to South Africa and the author of the book
said, "My book is about hope, optimism and triumph of the human spirit. | was inspired
by the Hole-in-the-Wall project, where a computer with an internet connection was put in
a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a month, the children of that slum
had learnt how to use the worldwide web without any supervision. That got me
fascinated and | realised that there's an innate ability in everyone to do something
extraordinary, provided they are given an opportunity.”

The modestly budgeted movie, showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan in
Mumbai, who rises from terrible hardship through a continued process of self learning,
to become a winner at the Indian version of "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire'.

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the World
Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) in 2008. It is the first Indian
company to receive the award for its groundbreaking work in developing computer
literacy and improving the quality of education at a grass root level.

About HIWEL

Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a joint
venture between NIIT Ltd. and the International Finance Corporation (a part of The
World Bank Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for
the society, by first testing this innovative technology in a slum in South Delhi, located
adjacent to one of its software factories. As an experiment, a Hole in the Wall was
made, through the centre's compound wall and a computer screen was installed, facing
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the slum. The effects were monitored by the R&D lab located in-house. It was observed
that children were doing a number of interesting things with the computer, without any
assistance. It was haphazard, but it had a sense of discovery & learning. This laid the
foundation for further research which helped NIIT finally develop Playground Learning
Stations (PLS), to give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the
world.

With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which
Learning Stations were set up in 23 locations across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-
the-Wall reached Cambodia through the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India.

Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations
over last 8 years. The number is going to double with more than 200 stations being
installed in 2009. Besides India, HIWEL also has projects in African countries like
Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Nigeria and in
Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.
About NIIT Group

NIIT Group comprises of NIIT Ltd. - Asia's No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global Talent
Development Corporation, offers learning and knowledge solutions to over 5 million
students across 40 countries and NIIT Technologies- a global IT Solutions organization.
Assessed at SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT Technolo gies serves clients across North America,
Europe, Asia and Australia.

Media:

India - NIIT Limited
Prateek Chatterjee

Cell: +(91) 99102 01085
Direct: +(91) 12442 93041

prateek.chatterijee@niit.com

or
United States- Gutenberg Communications
Aquin Dennison-Mathew

Direct: 646-763-8853

aquin@gutenbergpr.com

or
United States- NIIT Technologies

Aninda Bose
Direct: 732-915-8530

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/090217/20090217006136.html?.v=1
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Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Ins pired by
NIIT’s ‘Hole in the Wall’ Initiative

Press Release News

ATLANTA - (Business Wire) After having bagged 4 Golden Globe Awards and 7
BAFTA recognitions, Slumdog Millionaire, is pitted as a hot favourite to win the Oscars
on February 22, 2009 with 10 Academy Award nominations under its belt.

The movie based on the book ‘Q&A’, written by Vikas Swarup is originally inspired by
India’s Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd (HIWEL) initiative.

Based on the principle of Minimally Invasive Education technology, HIWEL encourages
learning through self exploration, by providing children in the slums

unsupervised access to computers with internet connection. Comprising of

computers installed through the walls in the slums- the Playground Learning Centres,
give children their own private window to

access the knowledge of the world.

Referring to HIWEL as the inspiration for his book Q&A, Vikas Swarup, Deputy High Commissioner of India
to South Africa and the author of the book said, “My book is about hope, optimism and triumph of the
human spirit. | was inspired by the Hole-in-tMWall project, where a computer with an internet
connection was put in a slum in Delhi. When the slum was revisited after a month, the children of
that slum had learnt how to use the worldwide web without any supervision. That got me
fascinated and | realised that there’s an innate ability in everyone to do something extraordinary,
provided they are given an opportunity.”

The modestly budgeted movie, showcases the hopes and struggles of an orphan in Mumbai, who rises
from terrible hardship through a continued process of self learning, to become a winner at the Indian
version of ‘Who Wants to Be a Millionaire’.

HIWEL has also been awarded the coveted Digital Opportunity Award' by the World Information
Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) in 2008. It is the first Indian company to receive the award for
its groundbreaking work in developing computer literacy and improving the quality of education at a grass
root level.

About HIWEL

Based out of New Delhi in India, Hole-in-the-Wall Education Ltd. (HIWEL) is a joint venture between NIIT Ltd. an
Corporation (a part of The World Bank Group).

Coinciding with Republic Day in 1999, NIIT decided to do yet another meaningful act for the society, by
technology in a slum in South Delhi, located adjacent to one of its software factories. As an experiment, a
through the centre’s compound wall and a computer screen was installed, facing the slum. The effects were
located in-house. It was observed that children were doing a number of interesting things with the computer, wit
haphazard, but it had a sense of discovery & learning. This laid the foundation for further research which
Playground Learning Stations (PLS), to give children their own private window to access the knowledge of the
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With the formation of HIWEL in 2001, a national research program was started, in which Learning Stations
across rural India. In 2004, the Hole-in-the-Wall reached Cambodia through the Ministry of External Affa\i/rs,
Go Today, more than 300,000 children have benefited from 300 Hole-in-the-Wall stations over last 8 years. The
with more than 200 stations being installed in 2009. Besides India, HIWEL also has projects in African coun
Mozambique, Zambia, Swaziland, Botswana, Nigeria and in Cambodia.

For more information on the project visit www.hole-in-the-wall.com.

About NIIT Group

NIT Group comprises of N/IT Ltd. - Asia’s No. 1 IT trainer and leading Global Talent Development Corp
knowledge solutions to over 5 million students across 40 countries and N//T Te chnologies- a global IT Solution
SEI-CMMi Level 5, NIIT Technologies serves clients across North America, Europe, Asia and Australia.

Media:

India — NIIT Limited

Prateek Chatterjee

Cell: +(91) 99102 01085

Direct: +(91) 12442 93041
prateek.chatterjee@niit.com

or

United States— Gutenberg Communications
Aquin Dennison-Mathew

Direct: 646-763-8853
aquin@gutenbergpr.com

or

United States— NIIT Technologies
Aninda Bose

Direct: 732-915-8530
Aninda.Bose@NIIT-Tech.com

PR-Inside (more readers in UK and Germany)
http://www.pr-inside.com/oscar-favorite-slumdog-millionaire-inspired-r1064438.htm
Earthtimes (press release) - London, UK

Oscar Favorite Slumdog Millionaire Inspired by NIIT’s ‘Hole in the ...
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