NIIT

NIIT in the News

May 2008

J"_ﬂ Ao o & e, \r\w/‘\\_ﬁ

THE INANCTAL Expppgs
NI
LA cma A NP~y
Busmess Standard Y
3 ThelndmnEXPRESS 3 = 2.3




The Hindustan Times
New Delhi
May 28, 2008

VUJAY K. THADANI
CEO, NHT

India’s reckoning as
the next global super-
power can be largely
attributed to the suc-
cess of its IT-BPO
industries in the
country

Cara Gupta Sarkar

Where is the IT industry
placed in the Indian
economy today? Can you
trace its growth?

The Indian IT sector rev-
enue is expected to be
about 5.5 per cent of the na-
tional GDP in FY 2008, as
compared to 1.2 per cent a
decade ago. The IT-BPO
revenue aggregate is ex-
pected to grow by over 33
per cent and reach 64 bil-
lion US dollars by the end
of the current fiscal year,
as per the NASSCOM
Strategic Review 2008. The
industry is strongly poised
to achieve its aspired target
of 60 billion US dollars in
exports and 73-75 billion US
dollars in overall software
and services revenues, by
the year 2010.

India's reckoning as the
next global superpower can
be largely attributed to the
success of its IT-BPO in-
dustry, which has estab-
lished ‘Brand India’ and its
technological capabilities
and talent worth, on the
global scenario.

The industry took giant
leaps in the nineties and
witnessed many new trends
such as global outsourcing
to India. The Indian IT-BPO
has also weathered many
storms such as the slow-
down in the early years of
this decade. Since then, the
industry has demonstrated
its ability to overcome chal-
lenges and is well on a
strong growth trajectory re-
inforcing the conviction in
its fundamentally strong
and sustainable value
proposition.

The success of the in-
dustry can be largely at-
tributed to the skilled man-
power resource available in
India, and will continue to
depend on this ‘fuel’ for
growth.

What is the future of the
IT industry?

The Indian IT sector ad-
dresses global IT sourcing
and manufacturing re-
quirements. Many global
technology giants are mov-
ing to India to establish
their manufacturing bases
here, which can be largely
attributed to the large hu-
man resource availability
in the country. While direct
employment in this sector
is expected to touch 2 mil-
lion by the end of this fi-
nancial year, there is stilla
need of nearly 1.5 million
more skilled professionals
to help the industry meet
its target in the next three
years. With nearly 400,000
engineering graduates, 2.5
million general graduates
and over 265,000 postgradu-
ates passing out of higher
education institutions in
India each year, the future
surely shines bright.

Where is NIIT placed in
such a competitive
scenario?

NIIT has been at the fore-
front of the talent require-
ments of the steadily grow-
ing IT-BPO sector. For over 25
years, NIIT has been provid-
ing industry relevant skills to
students and professionals to
enable the industry meet its

manpower requirements and
help millions get an edge in
their careers. Ranked at the
top of the IT training indus-
try by IDC and Dataquest,
NIIT has transitioned from
being an IT Training Compa-
ny to a Global Talent Devel-
opment Corporation, fo-
cussed at developing talent
for other emerging sectors of
the economy; such as Bank-
ing, Finance and Insurance,
besides IT.

NIIT's curriculum, de-
sign competency, a distrib-
uted education process,
partnerships with global
technology companies such
as Microsoft, Adobe, EMC,
Intel, Cisco, Sun Microsys-
tems, its vast network of
education centres are some
of the attributes that make
us the preferred choice of
students and employers.

What role does NIIT
play in the ITeS sector?
The BPO sector has provid-
ed estimated direct employ-
ment to 704,000 profession-
als in 2007-08 and is project-
ed to generate 1.4 million
jobs by 2010. Top IT-BPOs
are investing as much as 4-6
per cent of their annual
revenues on training and
skill enhancement, which
is quite high by most indus-
try standards.

The basic skills required
for employment in this sec-
tor include good communi-
cation skills i.e. oral and
written communication, log-
ical reasoning and basic an-
alytical skills, and an ele-
mentary working knowl-
edge of computers. NIIT of-
fers training programmesto
enhance English language
communication skills, other
soft skills, and personality
development skills to enable
professionals to work in a
global environment.

What are the most lucra-
tive job profiles in IT at
present?

The Indian IT sector con-
tinues to be a lucrative ca-
reer destination for the
youth. In addition to soft-
ware development, other
areas such Infrastructure
Management and New Age
‘Web, Mobile and Interac-
tive Media space are emerg-
ing as the next wave in IT.
These sectors will open up
tremendous job opportuni-
ties for professionals.

A recent IDC survey has
cautioned the industry
about a possible shortfall of
nearly one lakh skilled pro-
fessionals in the Infrastruc-
ture Management space, as
against the need for 3,75,000
skilled professionals by
2009. Additionally, there is
a requirement for 3,00,000
digital media professionals
in the next one year. ]
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Business Practices for Customer Responsiveness:
Recognising corporate and individual excellence

THE AVAYA GLOBALCONNECT KNOWLEDGE
PORTAL DEDICATED TO BUSINESS PRACTICES FOR
CUSTOMER RESPONSIVENESS (CR) PROVES
BEYOND DOUBT THAT CORPORATE INDIA IS
EMBRACING BUSINESS PRACTICES THAT HAVE A
DIRECT BEARING ON CR. PROFILED HERE ARE SIX
UNIQUE BUSINESS PRACTICES THAT HAVE
ENABLED COMPANIES TO RAISE THE BAR OF
CR WITHIN THEIR REALMS.

¥
7
L -

-4 9

GANAPATHY SUBRAMANIAM,
CEO

COSMIC CIRCUITS

Cosmic Circuits, which oper-
ates in the Analog Semicon-
ductor IP Business, has come
up with a competitive matrix
that provides insights on its
current competitors and their
future product roadmap. The
practice allows Cosmic to
clearly understand the ‘key
cares’ of its customers, priori-
tise the same and set goals for
its solutions— ensuring that
they are at least 30% better
than what the competition can
provide in the same period.
Cosmic then brainstorms to
see what it can do to accom-
plish these goals and under-
takes a risk analysis to identify
the challenges ahead.

NARAISH RAZDAN, HEAD,
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

SAMSUNG INDIA
Samsung India Electronics
has created a unique way of
supporting pre-sales and post
sales service queries from its
customers. They canjust call
up a centralised contact
centre that boasts of skilled
product specialists and geta
speedy resolution to their
complaints. The process
begins when a customer dials
in at the high visibility
Samsung toll-free number,
and gets connected to a prod-
uct specialist (dealing with the
relevant product). After under-
standing the customer’s prob-
lem, the technician provides
easy-to-follow, basic trouble
shooting instructions and
ensures that the problem is
solved immediately.

“AS MORE INDIAN busi-
nesses expand their pres-
ence nationally and inter-
nationally, their ability to
respond to
evolving cus-
tomer needs in
a consistent
way will deter-
mine their suc-
cessintimesto
come. How
does anorgani-
sation deliver
this high level of
customer re-
sponsivenessin
every customer
interaction? |
firmly  believe
that organisa-

G RAGHAVAN, PRESIDENT,
INDIVIDUAL LEARNING
SOLUTIONS

NHT LYD

Today, prospects can reach
NIIT through Voice (Contact
Centre), Web (e-mail and
Query service) and mobility. A
customer can contact NHIT
through its toll-free numbers
for information on new prod-
ucts or campaigns. Here,
based on the customer’s in-
terest, profile and conven-
ience, he/she is directed to
the closest NIIT centre. He/
she is engaged for almost 45
minutes, following which
he/she s also sent packets of
information on a mobile de-
vice as an alert or an e-mailer.

NIRU MEHTA
Managing director and
vice-chairman, Avaya

GlobalConnect

tions achieve this through
sound business practices
that are effectively de-
ployed and practised by all
employees in
the process.
No book, no
white paper, no
amount of soul
searching can
replace  the
wisdom shared
in these busi-
ness practices
as they repre-
sent what really
works in the
societies and
business envi-
ronment  we
livein.”

ARVIND SONMALE,
MD & CEO

GLOBAL TRADE
FINANCE LTD

Any SSI unit in India can now
ease the pain points thanks to
Global Trade Finance’s ‘Sanc-
tion your Own Export Loans’
process. The applications can
be accessed online from any
location by logging on to
www.gtfindia.com. Using an
easy-to-fill application form,
an SS! unit can avail of several
benefits including credit pro-
tection with automatic claims
payment in case of default. It
canundertake collections and
invoice follow-ups using the
invoice sales ledger mainte-
nance functionality.

PRANAV PRASHAD, HEAD,
RURAL & AGRICULTURE
BUSINESS GROUP

ICICI LOMBARD

ICICI Bank has introduced a
business practice that aims
to help farmers. It plugs the
loopholes and constraints
existing in conventional crop
insurance products, which
typically result in delays and
subjectivity in claim
settlement and result in
liquidity crunches for
farmers for their next crop
cycle. ICICI Lombard, in col-
laboration with the World
Bank, has pioneered an
index-based weather
insurance product to cover
weather related risks. It
enables farmers to avail of
claims assessment based
on objective data from the
Meteorological department.

SARIKA NAIK, HEAD,
CUSTOMER ADVOCACY

WIPRO INFOTECH
Wipro Infotech has set up a
dedicated team called
Customer Advocacy (CA)
with the objective of
resolving customer concerns
that go beyond regular
service delivery. Fanatical
customer advocates within
the team make efforts to
ensure immediate problem
resolution. The process is
documented in a robust
application called ‘Pitstop,’
which helps enhance the
CSAT levels. The Pitstop
application to document
escalations received by CA
helps log and track these
escalations until closure,
within timelines.
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Anand launches NIIT Mind

HT Live Correspondent
Chandigarh, May 9

IT WAS a day budding chess players of
the tricity will remember for years to
come. They got vital tips on the finer
nuances of the game from none other
than reigning world champion
Viswanathan Anand.

Anand flagged off ‘NIIT Mind Cham-
pions Academy (MCA) 2008-09 Series’
and spoke to young chess players via
videoconference. Nearly 300 school
children from 12 different cities across
the country participated in the live tu-
torial by Anand.

Talking to the students, Anand said,
"Chess is a unique sport that helps

build mind champions. It touches
young people in many ways, enabling
them to improve their concentration
and help them accelerate their success
in academics.”

10 players from Chandigarh partici-
pated in the interaction and made the
most of the opportunity by asking
questions and listening to the tips giv-
en by the 38.year-old chess World
Champion. Responding to a question
asked by Amandeep, a Xth standard
student of DC Model School, Panchku-
1a, on improving rating, Anand said,
"One should not bother about rating at
the beginners level. Try to practise as
much as possible and play with
stronger opponents. It helps in getting

HT PHOTO
Chess players interacting with Viswanathan Anand via video conferencing at NIIT, Sector 34, Chandigarh, on Friday.

better results later on.”

Pointing out the secret of his suc-
cess, Anand said, "Six months after my
mother taught me to play chess, I
joined a chess academy. From then on-
wards, I have been devoting long hours
in reading chess books, using comput-
ers to find the new things happening in
the world of chess and following games
of great players besides trying to
strengthen my basics. I also make itan
effort to come up with new strategies
and ideas, which add variety to my
game." Those attended the session include,
Agam, Nitesh, Rajat, Gaurav, Viman Sharma,
Bhavay Singla, Amandeep (DC Model School,
Panchkula), Ankit Jain, Karan Bansal, Deepak
Joshi (Student's Home).
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A date with Viswanathan Anand

MOMENT OF PRIDE: World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand interacting with children at
the NIIT Mind Champions Academy in New Delhi on Friday.
- PHOTO: ANU PUSHKARNA
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Chandigarh: Promising
chess players of the Tricity
couldn’t have asked for more.
After all, players with big
dreams seldom get the
chance to interact with some-
one whom they idolise. And
that’s exactly what happened
on Friday when they got vital
tips on the finer nuances of
the game from none other
than reigning world champi-
on Viswanathan Anand.
That too just a after a day
Anand became the first non-
Russian - and - non-Soviet
Union player to win the
Chess Oscar award for a
record five times. After flag-
ging off the ‘NIIT Mind-
Champions Academy (MCA)
2008-09 Series’, Anand spoke
to the future chess stars
through  videoconference.
Nearly 300 schoolchildren
from 12 cities across India
participated in the live tuto-
rial by Anand.

Addressing the students,
he said, “Chess is a unique
sport that helps build Mind
Champions. It touches
young people in many ways,
enabling them to improve
their concentration and
help them accelerate their
success in academics. NIIT
MindChampions Academy,
isan initiative to provide a
platform to young minds to
get initiated 1nto the Game
of Chess.”

The Chandigarh chapter
saw 10 players, with their
eyes glued to their monitors
at, listening to the funda-
mental information given by
the 38-year-old chess legend.

The Times of India
Chandigarh
May 10, 2008

s tips make them happy
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Students listen to World Champion Viswanathan Anand giving tips through videoconference with rapt attention

After the initial session, the
stage was made open for the
students who threw several
questions at Anand, which
he answered in detail with a
smiling face, as if enjoying
the variety of queries hurled
at him by 300-odd young
chess players from different
parts of the country. '
Replying to a question
asked by Amandeep, a Xth
standard student of DC
Mode!l School, Panchkula,
on improving rating,
Anand said, “Rating is an
useful guide, but when you

are at the beginner’s level,
don’t get caught up with it.
Try to compete with players
stronger than you; such
matches will challenge you
to think and add variety to
your game. If you do well,
ratings will automatically
goup.”

When asked what made
him best in the business,
Anand remarked, “Six
months after my mother
taught me to play chess, I
joined a chess academy.
From then onwards, I have
been devoting long hours in

reading chess books, using
computers to find the new
things happening in the
world of chess and
following games of great
players besides trying to
strengthen my basics. I also
make it an effort to come up
with new strategies and
ideas, which add variety to
my game.”

In its sixth year, The NIIT
MindChampions Academy
will mentor students on
chess and organize inter-
school, district, state, zonal
and national-level events.

In the past years, the zonal
and national winners have
been felicitated by the
Viswanathan Anand, who
also mentors and motivates
the young, promising tal-
ents of the game.

Those attended the session
include, Agam Vohra, Nitesh
Arora, Rajat Chawla, Gaurav
Mungal (Joseph School, Ra-
jpura), Viman Sharma,
Bhavay Singla, Amandeep
(DC Model School, Panchku-
la), Ankit Jain, Karan
Bansal, Deepak Joshi (Stw
dent's Home).
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It will only be Anand versus Kramnik
in World Champlonshlp Anand

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MAY 9

“So far it is only Anand versus
Kramnik. You have to forget that you
are a World Champion and it's (the
match) not between the World
Champions versus a challenger,” said
Viswanathan Anand while com-
menting on his much awaited clash
against the Russian Grandmaster as
Anand interacted with some of the
media persons through video confer-
ence from New Delhi during the na-
tion wide launch of ‘NIIT Mind-
champions Academy 2008-09 series’.

The world number one who be-
came the world champion in Mexico
regained the world champion title af-
teragap of seven years and willbe de-
febding his crown against Vladimir
Kramnikin October [ater thisyear. “I
am not feeling the pressure of the
competition to be played in match-
play format in Bonn, Germany and I
am working hard to defend the title
against Kramnik,” said Anand who
on Wednesday was awarded the
Chess Oscar for the fifth time.

“There was a cold shower when I
lost my first game in the Wijk Aan
Zee and then I drew some 5-6 games
after a gap of couple of months. So it is
very important to have memories and
experience and the feel of the tension
of the big chess events. It keeps one
match fit,” said Anand while talking
about his time after becoming the
world champion. Anand also ruled
out any possibility of having any ad-
vantage against second-ranked
Viadimir Kramnik in the World
Championship.

“So far it is only Anand versus
Kramnik. You have to forget that you

Students at NIIT talk with Vishwanathan Anad, world champion via video conference on Saturday.

are a World Champion and it’s (the
match) not between the World
Champions versus a challenger,” he
said. Anand, who has been awarded
the chess Oscar for the fifth time, also
said the honour is a nice reminder of
the year which was spent “beauti-
fully”.

“It's a bit delayed feeling because
you get it a bit later than other recog-
nitions. I didn't dwell much on itbut it
is a good feeling to remember the

beautiful year which is already over
six months ago,” said Anand, who
had a spectacular 2007 becoming the
undisputed World Champion, the
world number one besides reclaim-
ing the EL.O 2800 mark. Anand had
also received the Chess Oscar award
in 1997, 1998, 2003 and 2004. The
award is given to the best chess player
every year and the winner is decided
by a poll of chess experts, including
Grandmasters, across the world. It is

coordinated by the Russian chess
magazine 64.

Anand also disclosed how he had
almost given up on becoming world
number one last year. “For amoment
1 had given up on reaching number
one last year. I had to be 30 points
ahead of Veselin Topalov of Bulgaria
which not only meant I had to earn
but that he had to lose. There was a
difference of 5 to 35 points,” he said
on regaining the top spot.
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The knight made
the kids’ day

Viswanathan Anand says he understands the
responsibility of being a role model and enjoys

promotin

Parishmita Gogoi
New Delhi, May 9

AS HE holds forth on the me-
chanics of chess, Viswanathan
Anand’s brow furrows in con-
centration, but at the mention of
children, the wrinkles instantly
shift to surround the smile that
bursts onto his face.

In his fifth year with the NIIT
Mind Champions Academy, a
brainchild of Anand and NIIT
in order to promote chess at
school level, the champion is a
happy with the overall turnout
of children across India.

“We had set some target and 1
am glad that we were able to
meet it,” Anand said. “We now
have 1,76,130 students across In-
dia learning chess through this
programme.”

These students are not from
the metros, rather from far
flung areas like Chattisgarh, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Bihar, Assam
and Tripura. “Whenever Anand
comes to India, he makes it a
point to visit these places so that
children are inspired to take up
chess,” says PRajendran, Direc-
tor & Chief operating officer of
NIIT.

Anand’s wife Aruna remi-
nisced about their visit to
Guwabhati in Assam as a part of
the Mind Champions Academy:.

“We were surprised at the en-
thusiasm of children for chess,”
she said. “Now there are around
900 schools in Assam where

g chess among children

children are learning the game.
It’s incredible.”

No one could better under-
stand the concept of meeting an
idol and the inspiration that one
draws from him better than
Vishy Anand.

“When I was a child and my
mother and myself were in
Philippines for a tournament,
she called up the great grand-
master Eugene Torres so that I
could speak to him. We couldn’t
speak to him, but we managed to
talk to his brother instead,”
Anand said, recalling one of his
memorable childhood moments.

Anand can also not forget his

VLJAY KUMAR JOSHI/PT
World chess champion Viswanathan Anand interacts with students
after flagging off the Mind Champions Academy 2008-09 Series in
association with his sponsors in New Delhi on Friday.

meeting with Mikhael Tal, the
great chess player and writer.

“I drew a lot of inspiration by
meeting these great players and
I can understand the impor-
tance and responsibilities of be-
ing an idol,” he said. “So, when-
ever I get an opportunity to
meet children I make the best
use of it.”

Indeed, he beams at the men-
tion of children like Sushant,
who topped the Gujarat board
examination and is a student of
the Mind Champions Academy:

“This is another example that
shows chess helps in academics
too,” Anand said



Dainik Bhaskar
Chandigarh
May 10, 2008

311G < fou ool @l few

fie e ¥ Reeh 3 difeel bR 4 B aw

dég. =9 W e T ¥ S Al R
M # TSEE SR & AT T
e g # o Fe WS
wifea 9 81 9 o S WRd %
frvarmE 3T A RS (fe)
RS O 3THEH F ITERA W IE oI
wiem ¥ #=A fe ¥ wis siNE
A I feeelt @ difedr swRRRIT %
SRu wde ¥ Y34 R IR &
A SEHEE, TER, =,
%ﬁmm | AR, fewah,

300 |22 A

aﬁﬁaﬁlw%%@rtﬁmiﬁ@
%1 5 30 O ¥ TR S5t § S
T o = W e e 8
SR el o I | R el
¥ Ga AT 2002-03 ¥ TE
wengensd (F2) 30 F & ms's'
=9 I § 6180 o ¢ gL ¢

5 % o off & v €1

W 34 memwwﬁﬁswmammimmm
I WET | AT YHAR FIES T APIGH B TAT 30 {5 |

Aaj
Varanshi
May 11, 2008

Tareer eTadot gzt Rzastest 3ra=Eg (|FrE) |



The Financial Express
New Delhi
May 29, 2008

NIIT wins Digital Opportunity Award

{JAY K Thadani, CEO, NIIT,

itis an acknowledgement of

Today, says Thadani, “NHT is

their 150 Minimally Invasive

isa happy man thesedays.  the ground-breaking work touching the lives 0f 4,85,000  Education I.<iosk§. o
Hole-in-thz?\XIall Education 4 don?: by NIIT’s R&D graduates and ' NUT's HIWEL is active in
Ltd (HIWEL), an initiative of teamtoenable undergraduatgs_ alongwith  Asia (In.dla and Caml_)odla)
NUT, has been conferred the computers to thatof2.8 million and Africa (Mozambique,
coveted ‘Digital Opportunity  touch millions of \ schoolch_ildren, making Za.mb.la, Uganda, Botswana,
Award’ by the World lives globally by _ them [T literate and_ Nigeria and R\_Nandg) where
Information Technology and making " @ @“ \ equipping them with they are working with the
Services Alliance (WITSA). The  information ' . ' skills necessary for the governments to help reduce
award is in appreciation of technology / 3 knowledge economy.” He  school dropout rate and
NIiT's efforts in spreading reach the grass B adds that NIT has _also enhange the level of
compute literacy and root levels," says . helped two lakh children education system. .
improving the quality of Thadani. ot from underservgd An a!qmnus of IIT Delhi,
education at grassroots. < societies in rural Thadani is one of the co-
“We at NHIT believe that - areas and foundgrs of NiiTan
winning an award is not only 4 4 urban ‘organisation I]e established
~ arecognition of the past but & stums, _along with Rajendra S Pawar
an expectation for.the future. ¥ through  in 1981,
The Pioneer
Lucknow
May 13, 2008
. ; i 9 ®
NIIT willing to set up
LR} - : ' The only thing is
that the institute
® ® Py ® would require a
‘ ; : greater amount of
teacher training institute "
ﬂ ‘ ~ : functioning, he
added.
When asked

E ndorsing NCERT Director Krishna
Kumar's proposal for setting up a 'world-
class' training centre for teachers, IT educa-
tional services provider NIIT said it is willing
to set up one such institution in India within
the next 18-24 months.

National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) Director Krishna
Kumar today said the country needs a 'world-
class' teacher training institute, for which he
has been pursuing the private sector for long,
but without any fructification.

‘I am requesting the private sector com-
panies for a long time to set up a world-class
teacher training institute, for which an invest-
ment of Rs 60-100 crore is required.

But unfortunately, nobody has come for-
ward and only asked - what would be the end
benefit,"” Kumar said at the CII national
Summit on corporate social responsibility.

Supporting Kumar's proposal, NIIT Chief
Executive Officer Vijay K Thadani said: "If you
really think that such an institute is very
important, then it is possible. You will see a
world-class institute from NIIT in the next 18-

about the kind of investment the company
would pump in to set up the institute, Thadani
said: ‘We have not decided anything so far.
But I do not think, it will need such huge
amounl (Rs 60-100 crore).’

Criticising private seclor's role in impart-
ing educational services in the country,
Kumar said: ‘As this sector (education) does
not give immediate benefit, there has been a
constant negligence and lack of vision in the
private sector.

Only state machineries-work with a long
term vision.’ PTI
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G. RAGHAVAN

President-Individual ing Solutions. NIT
NIIT pioneered IT training in India, 26 years ago.
It is not only the largest IT trainer in India and
Asia, but is rated amongst the top in the world.
Our curriculum design competency, distributed
education process management and ability to
partner with world’s leading technology
companies such as Microsoft, Intel, Sun
Microsystems, Cisco, and EMC make NIIT the
preferred choice of students and employers.
NIIT has an enviable education network.

Dataquest
National
May 31, 2008

Pawar Bags ‘Entrepreneur
of the Year’ Awar

Rajendra S Pawar, chairman, NIT
Technologies, has been conferred the
Geospatial Entrepreneur of the Year
Award by Geospatial Today publi-
cation. The award was handed over
by Union Minister of Science and
Technology and Earth Sciences Ka-
pil Sibal. The honor recognizes and
rewards the companies and the peo-
ple who have achieved the highest
standards in the geospatial industry
and leading the industry.

The Times of India
New Delhi
May 28, 2008

NIIT's centre
will attract
talent: Nath

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Union commerce
and industry minister Kamal
Nath on Tuesday laid the foun-
dation of NIIT’s second dis-
trict learning centre (DLC) at
Chhindwara, in line with the
company’s commitment to
harnaess talent pool from semi-
urban India.

“I am happy to see the in-
dustry come forward for nur-
turing the talent base of rural
India. NIIT’s model DLC in
Chhindwara will go a long way
in inducting our youth into the
mainstream industry,” the
minister said. Senior repre-
sentatives of infotech majors
Intel, Cisco, IBM, Infosys, TCS
and Wipro were present to put
the Chhindwara region on the
IT map. “Success of NIIT DLC
augurs well for the growth of
Chhindwara’s youth. This en-
courages our commitment to
harness the hidden talent pool
available in semi-urban India,”
said NIT chairman Rajendra
S Pawar.

Intel also announced the
launch of its ‘IT Entrepre-
neurship Lab’. ‘Intel Teach
Programme’, and ‘World

- Ahead Programme’ at Chhind-

wara. “Under the Intel World
Ahead Programme, we are
committed to work with gov-
ernments and industry across
the globe to facilitate better
health and education through
technology. We are pleased to
announce Chhindwara as our
fourth World Ahead commu-
nity in India, along with NIIT,
a key World Ahead alliance
partner,” said R Sivakumar,
MD (sales and marketing),
Intel, South Asia.
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Play to concentrate

Team Viva

E ncouraging the

participants on the flag off
ceremony of NIIT Mind
Champion’s Academy 2008-
09 series, children came to
know about the positive
effects of the sports
through Worid Champion
Vishwanathan Anand.
The series was
simultaneously released
from New Delhi across 12
cities that included
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Bhubaneshwar, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Mumbai, Nagpur,
Pune and Vishakhapatnam.
“Chess is a unique sport
that helps build ‘Mind
Champions’. It touches

a.- B8

young people in many ways,
enabling them to improve
their concentration and
help them accelerate their
success in academics. This
is a platform to encourage
the sports among children,”
said Anand.

Nearly 300 schools
participated in the live
tutorial by Anand.

The children enjoyed
while getting tips from
Anand.

The NIIT Mind
Champions Academy, will
mentor students on Chess
and organise inter-school,
district, state, zonal
and national level Chess
events.
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Winning Oscaricing on the cake:

India’s growth impressive,
says World chess champion
Viswanathan Anand

Express News Service
Chennai, May 9

INDIA is a virtual non-entity when it comes to the Oscars. But
it is an altogether different picture in Chess Oscars, where a
soft-spoken, unassuming Indian by name Viswanathan Anand
walks away with all the laurels. And the whole world nods in
unanimous agreement. For the fifth time in his career the 39-
year-old Chennaiite surmounted this peak, the highest token
of recognition for a chess player.

Having also bagged the bronze statuette titled the ‘Fasci-
nated Wanderer’ in 1997, 1998, 2003, and 2004, Anand reckons the
accolade as an icing in the cake. Not without reason though, for
2007 was an Augustan year for Anand, who won the World title,
Chess Classic at Mainz for 10th time, became World No.1 in
ratings and crossed 2800.

All the same fresh challenges await Anand in 2008, as he
has to defend his title in Bonn. But Anand is braced up for the
forthcoming season. “It (2007) was one of my best years. Things
happened unexpectedly. Maybe, this year will get better. I will
give my best and enjoy my game. Hopefully, I will have many
more years at the top. I'm confident, but the rivals will be
tough,” averred Anand, who rates his penultimate-round draw
against Alexander Grischuk from a losing position in the
World Championship at Mexico as his sweetest.

With online chess getting more popular, it would hardly be
surprising if chess tournaments too get online. “Online chess
is a big boon for chess and it isn’t inconceivable that even
chess tournaments would go online. But I don’t want that to
happen in chess because body language is important in chess.
Emotions are important as you can sense if the player is edgy
or not and so you can plan your moves accordingly,” remarked
Anand.

On the sidelines, Anand is happy with the meteoric rate at
which India is producing chess players. “The pace of the
growth has been impressive. There is depth and the stats are
getting better as there are more players in the top 100 and
many are getting norms with better speed. We have estab-
lished, now we have to consolidate,” he pointed out.

Though chess is essentially a mind-game, Anand specifies
the significance of physical fitness. “It’s important for a chess
player to be physically fit. Without good health, nothing works.
1 regularly spend two hours either in the gym or in the swim-
ming pool,” said Anand.

On to his lighter side, Anand was disappointed that Real
Madrid drubbed Barcelona. “The last few games had not been
good for them. Maybe next year they can put on a better show
and bounce back in the Champions League as well. Frank
Rijkard is a sensible coach and Ronaldinho will regain his
form sooner than later,” said Anand.

All the same, practice hours have robbed Anand of IPL ac-
tion. “It’s fun. But I haven't quite followed it as I had been
working quite hard on my game in the evenings. Hopefully, I
can catch more IPL action in the coming days,” he said.

Settled presently in Madrid, Anand said he would repatriate
soon. “We would eventually come back to India. Even now I
spend two months every year in the countrv,” said Anand.

Anand's unigue feat

What is Chess Oscar?

A RADHAKRISHNA

CHAMP’S CHAT: Anand (on the screen) talks with students in Hyderabad through a video
conference from Delhi

Vishy

IGNITING

. THE SPARK

Express News Service
Chennai, May 9:

World chess champion
Viswanathan Anand flagged-
off the nation-wide launch
of the NIIT Mind Champi-
ons Academy, simultaneous-
ly held in Ahmedabad,
Bhubaneshwar, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Mumbai, Nagpur,
New Delhi, Pune and
Visakhapatnam on Friday.
Anand also unveiled the
horse-head shaped mascot
and partook in a technology-
driven workshop with close
to 300 students.

Outlining the focus of the
campaign, the chess ace
opined that the mission of
the campaign is to enhance
a better reach for the game
in India.

“The end is not to create
‘World champions, but to in-
troduce chess to as many
children as possible and cre-
ate an interest for the game.
Playing chess has to come in
natural way. Then it is more
likely that children would
play this game. It should
spread to all parts of the
country, even to places where
the game doesn’t have arich
tradition like the Northeast.
Our aim is to get a large
number of children playing
chess,” stated Anand.

Anand said: “Chess is a
unique sport that helps build
mind champions. It touches
young people in many ways,
enabling them improve their
concentration, and help them
accelerate their success in ac-
ademics.

The NIIT Mind Champi-
ons Academy is our initiative
tom provide a platform for
young minds to get initiated
into chess,” he said. Estab-
lished in 200203, the acade-
my, has already nurtured
6,180 clubs and 5,282 schoals
with 1,76,130 members.
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2007 was great
for me: Anand

PNS [ New Delhi

World champion

Viswanathan Anand, who has
been awarded the chess
Oscar for the fifth time, said
the honour is a nice re-
minder of the year 2007.

“It is actually icing on the
cake,” said Anand who had a
spectacular 2007 becoming
the undisputed World
Champion. He had received
the Chess Oscar award in
1997, 1998, 2003 and 2004.

“It’s a bit delayed feeling
because you get it a bit later
than other recognitions. I did-
n’t dwell much on it but it is
a good feeling to remember
the beautiful year which is al-
ready over six months ago,”
Anand said during the launch
of ‘NIIT Mindchampions
Academy 2008-09 series’.

Anand said despite being
top-placed he does not have
any advantage against the
second-ranked Kramnik in
the World championships.

“So far it 1s only Anand
versus Kramnik. You have to
forget that you are a World
Champion and it’s (the
match) not between the
World Champions versus a
challenger,” he stated.

The 38-year-old Anand
said he has already started
his preparations for the tour-
nament and has planned a

light schedule till October.

“There is no point keep-
ing up the intensity for four
months. Although I've al-
ready started preparing hard
for Bonn, 1 have also kept
sorme breaks in my schedule.
I will play Leon in June,
Mainz in. August, Bilbao in
September and then Bonn in
October,” he added.

On the possibility of
World Championships being
played online in the age of in-
ternet in near future, Anand
said, “if there are so many
countries it could be done”.

But he did not seem com-
fortable with the idea as he
said, “You would be com-
pletely cut off from your op-
ponent. Body language also
plays a big role in chess as
sometimes you can take extra
risk when you gauge that your
opponent is nowhere”

The Hindustan Times
New Delhi
May 10, 2008

Anand gives
kids a reason
to smile

Parishmita Gogoi
New Delhi, May 9

AS HE holds forth on the mechanics of chess,
Viswarathan Anand’s brow furrows in concentra-
tion, but at the mention of children, the wrinkles in-
stantly shift to surround the smile that bursts onto
his face.

In his fifth year with the NIIT Mind Champions
Academy, a brainchild of Anand and NIIT in order
to promote chess at school level, the champion is a
happy with the overall turnout of children across
India. “We had set some target and I am glad that we
were able to meet it,” Anand said. “We now have
1,76,130 students across India learning chess
through this programme.”

These students are not from the metro cities,
rather from far flung areas like Chattisgarh, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Bihar, Assam and Tripura. “When-
ever Anand comes to India, he makes it a point to
visit these places so that children are inspired to
take up chess,” says PRajendran, Director of NIIT.

Anand’s wife Aruna reminisced about their visit
to Guwahati in Assam as a part of the Mind Cham-
pions Academy. “We were surprised at the enthusi-
asm of children for chess,” she said. “Now there are
around 900 schools in Assam where children are
learning the game. It’s incredible.”

No one could better understand the concept of
meeting an idol and the inspiration that one draws
from him better than Vishy Anand. “When I was a
child and my mother and myself were in Philip-
pines for a tournament, she called up the great
grandmaster Eugene Torres so that I could speak to

~ him. We couldn’t speak to him, but we managed to

talk to his brother instead,” Anand said, recalling
one of his memorable childhood moments.

Anand can also not forget his meeting with
Mikhael Tal, the great chess player and writer.

“Idrew a lot of inspiration by meeting these great
players and I can understand the importance and
responsibilities of being an idol,” he said. “There-
fore, whenever I get an opportunity to meet children
I make the best use of it.”
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Kamainath opens
NIIT's new District
Learning Centre

B 1st annual convocation ceremony held

Agencies
Chhindwara, May 27

ollowing its commit-

ment to harness tal-

ent pool from semi-ur-
ban India, NIIT, today an-
nounced the setting up of
its 2nd District Learning
Centre in Chhindwara.
Union Minister for Com-
merce & Industry Kamal
Nath laid the foundation
stone for NIITs new Dis-
trict Learning Centre in
neighbouring Barkuhi
town in Chhindwara dis-
trict.

The Minister was joined
by R Sivakumar, Managing
Director, Sales & Market-
ing, South Asia? Intel; Har-
ish Krishnan, Director,
Global Policy & Govern-
ment Affairs, Cisco India;
Rajendra S. Pawar, Chair-
man, NIIT, Vijay K.
Thadani, CEO, NIIT, and
other senior representa-
tives from leading IT orga-
nizations like IBM, Infosys,
TCS, and Wipro, to flag off
the 2nd DLC, and address
at the 1st Annual Convoca-
tion Ceremony at NIIT
DLC in Chhindwara. Stu-
dents passing out of the
first batch of NIIT Chhind-
wara were awarded their
certificates by the Minister.

Addressing  students
and public at Chhindwara,
Union Minister for Com-
merce & Industry Kamal
Nath said, “I am happy to
see the industry come for-
ward for nurturing the in-
herent talent base in rural
India. NIIT’s Model DLC in
Chhindwara will go a long
way in inducting our youth
into the mainstream indus-
try.”
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rajendra S Pawar,
Chairman, NIIT, said,
“Success of NIIT DLC au-
%urs well for the growth of

hhindwara youth. “This
encourages our commit-
ment to harness the hidden
talent pool available in se-
mi-urban India”, added

Pawar:

The leader in network-
ing solutions, Cisco, also in-
augurated its state-of-the-
art networking learning fa-
cility inside the NIIT Dis-
trict Learning Centre. Cis-
co has.donated networking
equipment for the lab and
will provide technological
expertise and mentoring
services to students at the
Centre. NIIT will offer Cis-
co certification courses to
students in Chhindwara,
starting June 2008.

The lab is a pilot project
by Ciseo, using technology
as an enabler for rural
transformation, in collabo-
ration with the government
and industry players. As
part of the pilot project to
enable Chhindwara’s
transformation to a con-
nected model district and
promote entrepreneurship
among the youth in
Chhindwara, Cisco is ac-
tively mentoring group of
students at the NIIT Dis-
trict Learning Centre over
the last six months.

Established last year
with the objective of foster-
ing talent from Tier 3 (se-
mi-urban) Indian cities to
cater to the global talent
demand, the NIIT DLC
witnessed industry funded
intensive training pro-
grams in IT and soft skills,
being delivered to over 200
students from the deep in-
teriors of Chhindwara dis-
trict.

Witnessing the encour-
aging response from the lo-
cals, and the demand
raised by the industry, NI-
IT has laid the foundation
of another state-of-the-art
learning centre in the near-
by Barkuhi town.

“NIIT and our technolo-
gy partners have deployed
the most advanced tech-
nologies in the DLC to en-
sure achievement of target-
ed learning outcomes”, said
Mr. Vijay K.-Thadani, CEO,
NIIT.

The Hindu Business Line
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NIIT setting up

second district

learning centre
in ML.P.

Our Bureau

New Delhi, May 27
In line with its aim to harness
talent pool from semi-urban
India, NIIT on Tuesday an-
nounced the setting up of its
second district learning centre
in Chhindwara, Madhya Pra-
desh.

The Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry, Mr
Kamal Nath, laid the founda-
tion stone for the new district
learning centre in Barkuhi
town in Chhindwara district.
The NIIT centre at Barkuhi
would provide training pro-
grams to students to enhance
their IT, communication, pro-
fessional life skills and busi-
ness etiquettes, making them
ready for employment in IT
and non-IT companies. The
new centre would leverage
technology, have fully-net-
worked classrooms, machine
rooms, labs, library, high-
bandwidth Internet, amongst
others.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Mr Rajendra S. Pa-
war, Chairman of NIIT, said
the move underlined the com-
pany’s intent to harness the
hidden talent pool in semi-ur-
ban India.

Meanwhile, global chip
maker, Intel has announced
the launch of its ‘IT Entrepre-
neurship Lab’, ‘Intel Teach
Program’, and ‘Child Health
Monitoring’ as part of the Intel
World ead Program at
Chhindwara. In addition, net-
working major Cisco has in-
augurated its networking
learning facility inside NIIT
District Learning Centre. Cis-
co has do networking
equipment for the lab and
wouﬂl provide technological
expertise and mentoring ser-
vices to students at the Centre.
NIIT will offer Cisco certifica-
tion courses to students in
Chhindwarsa, starting June,

“NIIT and our technology
partners have deployed the
most advanced technologies in
the centre to ensure achieve-
ment of targeted learning out-
comes,” said Mr Vijay K
Thadani, CEO of NIIT.
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Nath, lead technology companies
converge at NIIT Centre

DNA Money Bureau
Chhindwara

Following its commitment to har-
ness talent pool from semi-urban
India, leading Global Talent Devel-
opment Corporation, NIIT, have an-
nounced the setting up of its sec-
ond District Learning Centre in
Chhindwara. Union minister for
commerce & industry Kamal Nath
laid the foundation stone for NIIT's
new District Learning Centre in
neighbouring Barkuhi town in
Chhindwara district, yesterday.
The minister was joined by Intel,
South Asia, managing director,
sales & marketing R Sivakumar;
Cisco India, director, global policy
& government affairs, Harish Kr-
ishnan ; NIIT chairman Rajendra
8. Pawar and other senior repre-
sentatives from leading IT organi-
zations like IBM, Infosys, TCS and
Wipro, to flag off the second DLC,
and address at the 1st Annual Con-
vocation Ceremony at NIIT DLC in

Cisco, Intel and NIIT, amongst other large IT organisations to pledge
support to help Chhindwara graduates become 'Global Professionals'

NHT announces the launch of 2nd District Learning Centre in the adjoin-

ing town of Barkuhi

Cisco and Intel To Set Up Lab ‘Inside’ NIIT DLC
First Batch of students awarded titles at the 1st Annual Convocation

Ceremony

Chhindwara.

Students passing out of the first
batch of NIIT Chhindwara were
awarded their certificates by the
minister.

The leader in networking solu-
tions, Cisco, also inaugurated its
state-of-the-art networking learn-
ing facility inside the NIIT District
Learning Centre.

Cisco has donated networking
equipment for the lab and will pto-
vide technological expertise and
mentoring services to students at
the Centre.

NIIT will offer Cisco certifica-
tion courses to students in Chhind-

wara, starting June 2008.

Established last year with the
objective of fostering talent from
Tier 3 (semi-urban) Indian cities to
cater to the global talent demand,
the NIIT DLC witnessed industry
funded intensive training pro-
grams in IT and soft skills, being
delivered to over 200 students from
the deep interiors of Chhindwara
district.

Witnessing the encouraging re-
sponse from the locals, and the de-
mand raised by the industry, NIIT
has laid the foundation of another
state-of-the-art learning centre in
the nearby Barkuhi town.
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