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iPaint 08, green initiative draws overwhelming response

e CII- NIIT DigiArt Festival sees a record 80,000 entries submitted by schools across India
e NIIT MindChampion Viswanathan Anand felicitates iPaint 08 winners at Kidex 08

iPaint 08, NIIT DigiArt Festival, an annual digital painting competition organized across schools on a national level,
received a record 80,000 entries this year from schools in Assam, Meghalaya, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, New Delhi and Haryana. The overwhelming response
was made possible due to the Green initiative, wherein paintings were uploaded by the schools on a specially created

site on www.niit.com/ipaint and no print outs were taken.

World Chess Champion and NIIT Mind Champion, Viswanathan Anand felicitated the winners, during an award
ceremony held at the Chennai Trade Centre, as part of Kidex 2008.

The winners were judged across three categories — Sub Junior, Junior & Senior. The winning entry in the Sub-Junior
category came from Ravi of Biglows Public School, New Delhi; in Junior category, Love Kumar from GSSS Bihni The
Thunag, Himachal Pradesh and Pallavi Nagpal from Satyug Darshan Vidyalaya, Haryana, bagged the prizes, and in
Senior category, J Vinod, from ZPHS, Andhra Pradesh and K Sai Kumar from Singareni Collaries High School, Andhra
Pradesh, emerged as the winners.

Speaking on the occasion Mr. P Rajendran, Chief Operating Officer, NIIT, remarked, “iPaint 2008 is an initiative
of NIIT to enable young minds to express their creativity through technology. By organizing the competition
through our Green initiative this year, we hope to instill a sense of responsibility amongst young minds towards
their environment.”

Mr. Pradipa K Mohapatra, Chairman, Kidex 2008 in his address said that CII has been focusing on competitiveness
and inclusive growth as thrust areas for rapid socio-economic development for the last few years. While speaking on
CII’s emphasis on competitiveness he said that CII was keen to extend its initiatives on competitiveness to children
also who will form the next generation. He also opined that the “iPaint 08” — the CII-NIIT Digital Art Festival helps in
bringing out the creativeness among kids and is also inclusive.

Making his first public appearance after winning the World Chess Championship recently at Germany for the 3rd time,
Grand Master & NIIT MindChampion, Viswanathan Anand said, “I congratulate all the students who have participated
in this contest. The entries deserve a special mention for the high level of creativity shown by the children. I am
confident that talent identified through NIIT’s school initiatives, will help shape future champions.”

Mr. L Balasubramanian, President, School Learning Solutions, NIIT said, “We are overwhelmed by the response that
CII- NIIT DigiArt Festival has received from children all over India. The creative application of technology by
the students will help us hone the creative potential of children.”

The success of this event has made NIIT and CII to open this competition for all schools across the country. The winners
of phase II of the event will be felicitated during Hyderabad chapter of KIDEX, 2008, in December.

iPaint 2008 was extensively technology based both in terms of evaluation and uploading the painting. This is a green
initiative with no print outs taken at any level. Schools from far flung areas were assisted in uploading their paintings
by the regional coordinators of NIIT. The judging process that happened simultaneously was carried online, thus
reducing the time period. In addition to this, the whole process has been streamlined in a manner that ensured maximum

participation.

At the school level, the competition was conducted in the school premises where internal judges chose from a record
80,000 entries to shortlist 5800 paintings. The selected entries were adjudged by a panel of judges appointed by NIIT to
finally declare the winner. The paintings have been uploaded on www.niit.com/ipaint.
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Anand for chess in Olympics

BY OUR CORRESPONDENT
CHENMAL

Nov. 23: The prospects of chess
becoming an Olympic sport
remain distant, but reigning
world champlon Viswanathan
Anand feels the mind game
deserves a place in the quadren-
ninl sports extravaganza.

Amnand, who grew up dreaming
of representing the country in the
Olympics, hasn't lost hape of his
sport making it to the Games in
the near future.

“] think it"s high time chess be
introduced as & demonstration
sport in the London Olympics
hefore making it as a medal sport
in eight year’s time.

“We can think about which for-
mat of chess will be apt once the
International Odympic Council
gives the nod.

“Our country has churned out
an array of world champions, so
the chances of India winning
medals are brighter,” said
Anand, who played with
Spaniard Alexei Shirov at the
Sydney Olympics where chess
was an exhibition

As early as in 1924, an atlempt
was made to push chess into the
Paris (Mympics, but the bid was
rejected as the organisers were
nol able to distinguish between
professional and amatenr play-
ers. In the same year, a parallel
chess Olympiad took place in
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Reigning chess world champlon Viswanathan Anand during a promotional event
Sunday.

Paris, the last day of which saw
the formation of Fide that

became (he world chess govern-
ing body. However, chess fea-

painting competition In the city,
Amand, as brand ambassader for
MNITT, said he was delighted with
the Indian players’ perfor-

tures in the 10C’s recognised mances al various international
sports list and is a part of the chess events. “Tt has been a
Asian Games. dream year for us. Our junior
Afer giving away prizes for a players reaped a rich haul al the
The Hindu
Chennai
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in Chennal ¢
— AR Ans

recently concluded Waorlds at
¥Yietnam.

“We have proved that India a
a force to be reckoned with in
international chess, I hope this
upward trend will continue in
coming years,” the undisputed
world champion added.

Anand launches II phase of ‘iPaint08’

Special Correspondent

CHENNAY: World Chess Cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand on
Sunday launched the second
phase of ‘iPaint08" organised
as part of ‘Kidex 2008 and
felicitated the winners of first
phase in three categories.
Organised by NIIT and the
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry, the first phase of
‘iPaint08" received 80,000
entries from schools located
in Assam, Meghalaya, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, New

® It is now open for all schools across the country

® Results will be announced on December 28

Delhi and Haryana, L, Bala-
subramanian, president, NI-
IT School Learning Solutions

-said, “The competition is now

open for all schools across the
country. The winners of the
phase II of the event will be
felicitated during Hyderabad
chapter of Kidex 2008. De-
cember 15 is the last date for
uploading paintings on to a
specially created site www.ni-
it.com/ipaint and the results

will be announced on Decem-
ber 28."

In his address, Mr. Anand
urged the young students to
make use of technology to ex-
press their creativity better.
P. Rajendran, NIIT Chief Op-
erating Officer said that the
digital painting competition
became a huge success due to
the Green Initiative, in which
paintings were uploaded on
to a website and no printouts

were taken. Pradipta K. Mo- \
hapatra, Kidex Chairman said
CIT had been focusing on |

competitiveness and inclu-
sive growth as thrust areas for
rapid socio-economic devel-
opment. CII-Young Indians
(Y1) and the Group for Nature
Preservation and Education
(GNAPE) also organised a
Nature Quiz coinciding with
Kidex 2008. The ‘GNAPE-Yi
Nature Quiz-2008" tested the
students on their knowledge
of nature, wildlife and envi-
ronment.

The winners of the compe-

tition were awarded trophies

on Saturday.
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HAIL THE NG Winners of an arl competition place a &rom on world chess champion Vissanatian Amand's head, in Chennal

Down memory lane

‘| Was A Normal Kid,' Says World Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand

Pavitrs Srivatsan | v

Chennak: "Yes, [ used to play many
praniks wihen | wasa kil * Looking at
the undisputed kimg of chess
Viswarmstham Ansnd now, il imigh e
imagine tils bespectached geniis as a
etk bt playing a prank. Bat Anand
was serions. “You'll have o ash my
broiber or sister if | was bad or pot
Pt [ syt €hisnt bk T weses o m e
mal kid."

Witk scores of children lining up
fomeet him, (£ was a irip down mem
ory lane for Anansd.

“Aoaddem fes wiss | v gooed. [s faet,
imitially thers wasn't moch conflict
nBetween my studbes and my cheis
Even whai | had just séarted playing
chiss, my parenis were quite sup
partive, My moiher was the one who
irvtresdnced me bo the game™

Smyiking at the days gone by, Woeld
champion Virwmmathan Ansnd had &
enfonil ki ciremany walling oo him
hack hame in Cheninad

And for thi manY Wids wha had

s 5

HEFT

L ety B d

Viswanathan Anand enjoys his
Meberavciion with children oo Sunday.

Bt i 0 cabch & glinigee: of the chess
champ at the Cheanal Trade Céntre
on Sunday, it was a special momeni
as they found their hero wearing &
crown, coronnted by the children
[T IEE

T foesen oy wem the CHNTT T
ital Art Pestival's] Paisi 3000 prise
distribudion ceremany, and ihe e
of homour wai, of course, Vishy

Anaxyl, ihe (nce of iia Misad Chanemi

on Acadomy

Evon befers Anand made 5n ap-
e ran e, the fdade was tesmlng with
hisndrels of children. Sselng the twa
rows of children in school aniforms,
carrying identical black placands up
el humels - all sayieg “Weloome Visiy
Amand”, jostling with escl other fora
place 5 th Fromd, anid surrousided by
more groups of squealing children
halding autograph pasds in their hasds,
it was quite chear that here was a man
ihat they looked ap i

Thirtesn year-old Leve Humar
Sharma from Himasckal Pradesh, win-
riatr of fhe competition in the naiion-
al category was all smiles, as he de
scribed his digital painding. “It's a
scemiery of ihe mountsins, and oees
and sven o emple.” he paihed

Qi hiim B he knew who was g
ing to lsand him his certilicate and
i sy e b BT dee o v
oot Bond o Uha hasaed. =~ comrse. The
workd chass chasspion. " A weaald ke
Lk do b & chiesid champion iooT Hut
ik dligital mrl winner preferred.

Rajasthan Pathrika
Chennai
November 24, 2008

A
A # ribams ot donford T ooetiee graes:
Py amwls  fverdt vtz

whal,

else. but compaier englnsering’ |

Bt thyere worw several oiler chl
lren whose kands shot up e e alr
whieni asked i they would ke to be
like the Grandmister

Sealng the number of litile ones
stralnbng ihelr necks to see him, or
Ehi comlinsens streas of child e be-
g ashered in by equally exciied par
ents to get his antegraph. Anand said
that this was the perfiect pladorm for
kids bo express themselves.

“Ir's i e oo ey fo give chil-
e et ebuime o ssgiress Ui e,
nrl_| roach & wide stidisicn using tech-
alogy”

However, whaen 18 coeme to clubldng
chess and technology, Anasd had o
node of comibon bo ssamd “Compusers |
sy peilise one's oarm ability 1eab |
soih nformation. T helpa, bl 8% el
everything " ie

e alsn ad o word of praiee ficthe
young chess plavers al ihe World Jue ¢
nbor Mt In Vietnam, sying thad they |
had beeern pecforming consissenily is
Hhii gt group evente 1

e g W apeer 4Ry Faen i .r.'mn:n'z }.-._li'
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Express News Service
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SACHIN Tendulkar and Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni take a
break! You have a competitor.
The one and only Viswan-
athan Anand. When children
(none of them chess players)
were asked if they wished to
be like Anand one day almost
all of them lifted their hands
in unison at the Cl1 NIIT Digi
Art Festival awards function
where the world champion
was the chief guest,

. An audio visual presenta-
tion was shown to the gather-
ing where Anand's remark-
able feats and the World
erown clippings were shown,

His duels with the two big Ks
{Anatoly Karpov and Garry
Kasparov) were also on dis-
play The children watched the
visual in rapt attention. *

The glint in their eyves
showed that they too wanted
to grow up like Anand one
day and bring laurels to the
country,

Thirteen-year-old Sai Ku-
mar from Andhra Pradesh
who won the digital painting
in the senior category could
not believe his luck that he got
his prize from the legend. “It
was a big surprise and I am
happy to get the award from
Anand,” said Sai, who plays
chess as a hobby.

Harvana's Pallavi Nagpal,
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ANAND MAKES IT MEMORAF

Anand is crowned by children at the CIl NIT Digi Art Festival awards f

Vishy wows schoo

ANERS ot

Grandmaster Viswanathan Anand, who inaugurated the CIl N
iPaint 08, was accorded a grand welcome generally reserved

vau think movie stars are
the only ones being mobbed -
newsflash for you: World Chess
Champions get mobbed cven
more in Chennad, especially
when they're making their firet
public appearance alter having
wun the tithe third time in & row
fresh from Bonn, Germany
Tosay that the mood was up-
beat &t the Capvention Centrs,
Chennai Trade Centre, nt the
CI-MIIT Digl-Art Festival, (P
alnt 08 - o be presided over by
Grandmaster Viswanathan
Anand - wouldn't be giving it
due crodit. A swarm of school
studenis, all holding piocards
that shouted. "Welcome Vishy,
Eing of Kings!" clung to the
Chess Champion os he stopged
out of the car - and the deluge
wis finr firom avier as the crowd
swept into the Conventlon Cen-
tre. Enthusiastic children and
over-eager parents spilled over
to the guest of honour evary
few seconds, asking auto-

graphs, while the KIOT volun-
teers had a tough tme reining
them all in

This year, IPaint o, an an-
nual digiinl painting competi-
tlon organised across schools
on a national level, recoived a
record 80,000 entries from
across schools In Assam, Me-
ghalaya, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Madhyn
Pradesh - made possibie by the

Green Initiative, where paint-
ings by students are uploaded
by the schools on & specially
crenbod site. The winnets woerne
Judged across threa categories:
Sub Junior, Junior and Sén ko
P Rajendran, Chief operailng
Cificar, NIIT and Pradipa K Mo-
hapatra, Chairmon, Kide 2008,
both present ot the event, wera
vocal in their praise for both

the children wha had dalbveroed
such creative entries, as well as
the World Chess Champion
The star of the afternoaon,
though, was Vishy Anand him-
self - with antizipation rising
to m fever pitch when a small
compliation video of his suc-
coessos was displayed. As the
winning children were nshed 1o
the stage, Anand was seated on

o throne and ‘crow e
royally, before belng glv
prizes. "I'm really gl
receéption to this con
think it will hedp child
pover the echnology an
bettor,” he sabd, adding
congraiiiated the el
had won,

Later, a1 o press conl
Anand commented o
thing from the curren
of Indisn sports to how |
anced sporis and stud
child. “I'd love to see C
cluded In the Olympl
sald, when asked if thi
become n possibility
questhon of why chess w
tfied much more a5 ai
game rather than a m
hir rapliod Ehat steps »
ready iaken to change |
fus quio. "Exposure io o
increased in placos 1ke
Chattisgrah, places




LE SUNDAY FOR CHILDREN

unction in Chennai on Sunday

IIT Digi-Art Festival-
| for movie stars

d” right
gn thelr
| of the
test - 1
e dis-
wl s it
that he
ren who

BrETICE,
| BVErY:
L status
he'd bl
lesasa
bt i
cs,” he
5 world
To ihe
s iden-
1 urban
ral one,
wera al
hint sta:
voss has
Assam,
In the

who won the award In the sen-
lor category, was at a loss of
words Lo describe her first
meeting with Anand,

“This is my second compe-
tition in digital painting. 1
have heard a lot about Anand.
Ta get the prize from him is
special and I think | am fortu-
nate.” said Pallavi.

Anand spent some time
with the media and couple of
youngsters who quizzed him
o his initiation into the game
and bagging the world crown.

Anand was thrilled to have
won the triple crown and stat-
gd that there was not much
difference between the three
formats which he won.

“[t was important for me to

The New Indian Express
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| kids

North, Norih East,” he ox-
Mained

Now that he'd paying
playing continuously for 3
years, would he consider a
small break?

“My next tournament is in
February, he said. “So Decam-
ber would probably be o good
time for a short break, yes."

As studoni journalisis from
Chandsmama asked him about
the pranks he'd played - there
would been none ns it was con-
siderad risky hissiness - Anand
answered pailently, if a little

amused at their forthrightness. .

The deluge of questions

might have comae to an ond - but

thi quest for autographs still
came thick and fast. Vishy was

more than ever, in the hearts - *
of Chennoiites, the King of ffe -

Kings.
—Pavithra

L e L

win at Bonn. First of all even
though I have been winning
matches (one format or other)
there were skeptics who kept
arguing that match formai
was the best.

*Once you have won that
{match format) you have more
credibility when you say that
there isn't much difference he-
tween formats. Also it was
nice to win against Viadimir
Kramnik convincingly” said
Anand.

On his future plans, Angnd
had this to say: “As for the fu-
ture 1 see no reason to stop or
anything like that. T will take
a break for a couple of
maonths and then start prepar
ing for Linares which is slated

for mid February”

The maestro is pleased with
the ‘abundance’ of talént in
the country. He believes that
with kids dominating various
age-group tournaments, it was
onlv a matter of time before
they made their mark at the
international level.

When gqueried who will be
the contenders for the world
title in the future, “There are
six to seven players who can
have a go at the title. Although
there is not much difference
(points) between the players
one has to keep playing con-
sistently well,” said Anand.

Anand was willing to play
in any format if chess was in-
cluded in the Olympics.
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H’ﬂr.id C‘hess Champmu umi' NHT mmdr:hwmprml Vlswauafhuu Anand bémg le:c:rare.:.r by
chll',dren at Dg:&ﬂ Festival organised by the NIT in Chennai on Sunday. — UNI
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